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NOTE. 

This  is  the  last  of  the  series  of  Reports  on  the  County 
Health  Administration  begun  by  Dr  M'Vail  for  the  year  1891, 
and  written  for  the  County  Council  and  the  three  District 
Committees. 

In  terms  of  the  Local  Government  (Scotland)  Act,  1929, 
mv  next  Annual  Report  will  be  submitted  to  the  reconstituted 
County  Council. 

Some  of  the  more  notable  features  this  year  are  : — (1)  Our 
low  infantile  mortality,  (2)  the  low  death-rate  from 
tuberculosis,  and  (3)  the  great  amount  of  thought  which  has 
been  given  to  the  question  of  the  improvement  of  housing  of 
the  worst  type. 

This  last  question  looms  very  largely  in  the  work  of  the 
new  County  Council,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  new 
Authority  are  fully  recognising  their  responsibilities  in  this 
important  matter. 

T.  ADAM. 

County  Buildings,  Stirling,  October,  1930. 
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3 T.lie  Department  of  Health  for  Scotland  in  a Circular 

dated  2 /th  October,  1929,  call  for  a Report  by  the  Medical 

Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1929,  the 

Report  to  include  : — 

(a)  A general  account  of  influences  and  conditions  injurious 

or  dangerous  to  the  health  of  the  District  and  of  the 
measures  that  in  his  opinion  should  be  adopted  to 
improve  those  conditions. 

(b)  A statement  of  the  general  enquiries  he  has  made  during 
the  year,  of  any  special  enquiries  as  to  sanitary  matters, 
and  of  any  matters  as  to  which  he  has  given  advice  or 
granted  certificates,  including  any  action  as  to  offensive 
trades. 

(c)  A statement  as  to  the  quality  of  the  water  supplies  in 

Special  Water  Supply  Districts  and  other  populous 
centres  in  the  district,  and  the  sufficiency  of  such 
supplies  for  all  domestic  and  sanitary  purposes. 

(d)  A statement  as  to  the  efficiency,  or  otherwise,  of  the 
draina0e  systems  in  all  Special  Drainage  Districts, 
and  of  the  methods  of  sewage  purification  and  disposal  ; 
and  any  suggestions  for  their  improvement. 

(e)  An  account  of  the  presence  or  absence  of  pollution  of 

rivers  or  streams  in  the  District,  the  sources  and  nature 
of  any  such  pollution,  and  any  action  taken  to  check  it. 

(f)  An  account  of  any  proceedings  under  the  Housing 

(Scotland)  Act,  1925,  dealing  specifically  with  (i.)  the 
sufficiency  of  working-class  dwellings,  (ii.)  the  habita- 
bility of  existing  dwellings  and  the  action  taken  to  deal 
with  defective  or  uninhabitable  dwellings,  (iii.)  any 
schemes  under  consideration  or  contemplated  for  the 
improvement  of  insanitary  areas  under  Part  II.  of  that 
Act,  and  (iv.)  the  action  taken  where  instances  of  over- 
crowding have  been  ascertained  or  suspected.  In 
regard  to  (i.)  information  should  be  given  as  to  the 
number  of  houses  estimated  at  31st  December,  1928, 
as  then  required  adequately  to  meet  the  needs  of  the 
district  of  the  Local  Authority  (including  houses 
required  to  replace  houses  at  present  occupied  that 
should  be  closed  and  demolished). 

(g)  An  account  of  any  proceedings  under  the  Housing 

(Rural  Workers)  Act,  1926. 

(h)  A statement  showing  whether  any  conditions  have 
arisen,  or  are  expected  to  arise,  pointing  to  the  expedi- 
ency of  a town-planning  scheme  for  the  proper  control 
of  further  development. 


m A statement  as  to  the  causes,  origin,  and  distribution 
of  diseases  within  the  District,  and  the  extent  to  which 
the  same  have  depended  on  or  have  been  influenced  m 
conditions  capable  of  removal  or  mitigation. 

(i)  An  account,  with  tabular  statements,  shewing  the 
incidence  of  infectious  diseases  both  notifiable  and  non- 
notifiable,  with  special  reference  to  pneumonia  and 
encephalitis  lethargica,  and  of  the  action  taken  to 
prevent  the  outbreak  and  spread  of  such  diseases  with 
special  reference  to  arrangements  for  the  supply  of 
diphtheria  anti-toxin  and  to  any  use  made  of  the  ochick 
and  Dick  tests  of  susceptibility  to  diphtheria  and  scarlet 
fever  respectively  and  of  the  recently  developed  methods 
of  artificial  immunisation  against  these  diseases.  Where 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  information  shewing 
the  number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  occurring  in 
houses  of  different  sizes  he  should  record  it  in  tabular 
form  under  this  heading. 

(k)  An  account  of  any  changes  that  have  taken  place  during 
the  year  in  (i.)  the  hospital  accommodation  available 
for  persons  suffering  from  infectious  disease  in  general 
and  from  smallpox  in  particular,  (ii.)  the  means  pro- 
vided for  the  conveyance  of  such  persons,  (m.)  the 
houses  of  reception,  and  (iv.)  the  arrangements  for  the 
destruction  or  disinfection  of  infected  articles  ; and 
observations  on  the  adequacy  of  the  present  provision 
for  each  service  and  on  the  use  made  of  such  provision. 

(l)  A list  of  cases  in  which  school  closure  was  recommended, 

showing  (i.)  name  of  school,  whether  partial  or  complete 
closure  was  recommended  and  whether  the  recom- 
mendation was  carried  into  effect ; (ii.)  the  dates 

between  which  the  school  was  closed  ; (iii.)  the  nature 
of  the  infectious  disease  that  was  the  cause  of  closure  , 
and  (iv.)  the  reasons  that  led  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  to  recommend  closure. 

(m)  A statement  of  the  facilities  available  for  the  treatmen 
of  persons  suffering  from  venereal  diseases  and  am 
suggestions  for  their  improvement. 

(n)  An  account  of  the  work  done  under  the  tuberculosis 

scheme  with  a note  of  any  new  measures  adopted  and 
additional  facilities  provided  or  made  available  during 
the  year.  (Where  the  tuberculosis  scheme  is  ad- 
ministered by  the  County  Council  the  information 
under  this  heading  will  be  given  by  the  County 
Medical  Officer.) 

(o)  A statement  of  the  arrangements  made  and  work  per- 

formed under  the  scheme  of  maternity  service  and  child 
welfare,  and  of  other  relevant  particulars  in  the  form 
appended  to  this  circular.  The  form  has  been  amended 
in  respect  of  the  statistics  relating  to  (a)  Confinements 


in  L.A.  maternity  institutions  and  (b)  puerperal  fever 
and  puerperal  pyrexia.  Medical  Officers  of  Health 
of  Local  Authorities  that  have  no  scheme  of  maternity 
service  and  child  welfare  or  that  are  members  of  Com- 
bination Authorities  for  maternity  service  and  child 
welfare  in  terms  of  the  Notification  of  Births  (Extension) 
Act,  1915,  need  not  furnish  the  particulars 
in  the  appended  statement  except  under  headings 
1-4  inclusive  and  24.  The  attention  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  is  specially  directed  to  the  necessity  for 
following  the  headings  of  the  appendix  and  supplying 
the  necessary  statistics  in  the  form  indicated. 

(p)  A report  on  the  working  of  the  Notification  of  Births 
Act,  1907.  (This  applies  to  areas  where  a scheme  of 
maternity  service  and  child  welfare  has  not  yet  been 
carried  into  operation.) 

(q)  A statement  in  regard  to  the  administration  of  Part  II. 

of  the  Midwives  and  Maternity  Homes  (Scotland)  Act, 
1927,  with  particular  reference  to  (i.)  total  number  of 
maternity  homes  registered  in  the  area  ; (ii.)  total 

number  of  beds  in  such  homes  ; (iii.)  applications 
registered  or  refused  or  registration  cancelled  during 
the  year  ; and  (iv.)  inspections  made  during  the  year. 

(r)  A statement  in  regard  to  the  administration  of  the  Milk 

and  Dairies  (Scotland)  Acts,  with  particular  reference 
to 

(1)  the  arrangements  made  by  the  Local  Authority 

for  bacteriological  examination  of  samples  in  terms 
of  Sections  20  and  21,  and  notes  on  any  samples 
examined  ; 

(2)  any  action  taken  in  connection  with  milk  consigned 

from  other  areas,  or  the  detection  of  dirty  milk 
(Section  4 (3)  of  the  Act  of  1914)  ; 

(3)  any  outbreak,  not  previously  reported,  which  has 

been  spread  by  milk,  or  milk  products  ; 

(4)  the  progress  of  milk  grading  in  the  district  ; 

(5)  any  other  action  taken  under  the  Acts. 

(s)  An  account  of  the  work  done  under  Section  43  of  the 

Public  Health  (Scotland)  Act,  1897,  for  the  inspection 
of  meat  and  other  articles  of  food,  and  a statement  of 
work  done  or  of  arrangements  that  ought  yet  to  be 
made  under  the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations  (Scot- 
land), 1924,  observations  on  slaughterhouses,  oversea 
meat,  unsound  food,  food  inspection,  and  particulars 
of  the  sanitary  condition  of  premises  where  foods  are 
manufactured,  prepared,  stored  or  exposed  for  sale. 

(t)  A report  on  the  work  done  by  the  Local  Authority  under 

the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  and  the  Public  Health 
(Preservatives,  etc.,  in  Food)  Regidations,  with  obser- 
vations on  any  special  questions  which  have  received 
or  require  attention. 


REPORT. 


METEOROLOGICAL  RECORDS. 


Table  I gives  a note  of  the  rainfall  month  by  month  at 

-rain?1!?  fP  aC+T  throughout  the  County.  The  total  amount  of 
-ramfall  for  the  year  was  much  below  the  average  If  for 

;2  fI,U  t^ue  the  rainfall  at  Bridge  of  Allan,  the  total 
»annual  fall  for  the  past  15  years  was  : 


Year 

1929 

1928 

1927 

1926 

1925 

1924 

1923 

1922 


Ins. 

Year. 

32-79 

1921 

49-60 

1920 

44-01 

1919 

44-08 

1918 

36-37 

1917 

40-36 

1916 

41-49 

33-19 

1915 

Ins. 

39-66 

38-89 

28-68 

35-57 

30-14 

45-16 

38-71 


giving  an 


fim  ~ -r  ^erage  annual  fal1  of  38-58  inches.  From  these 
u,  S6en  that  last  }’ear  had  the  tldrd  lowest  rainfall 
j m®  ,^hole  lc!  yea.rs,  the  driest  years  being  1919  and  1917. 
imp/1  i . *s  giyen  the  figures  with  regard  to  certain 
®n  er?g-CaI  readings  made  at  Stirling  by  Mr  Fyfe,  the 
•have  a '(  anitary  Inspector,  who  was  good  enough  to  let  me 


TABLE  I. — RAINFALL  DURING  1020. 


TART.E  IA.— METEOROLOGICAL  ORSERA7ATIONS  AT  STTRLTNG,  YEAR,  1929. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Population. — The  population  of  the  County  of  Stirling  as 
ascertained  at  the  census  of  1921,  was  161,719,  that  of  the 
landward  portion  of  the  County  being  81,034.  For  the  year 
1929,  the  Registrar-General  estimates  the  population  of  the 
landward  area  at  84,604,  that  of  the  Central  District  being 
29,362,  of  the  Eastern  District,  42,987,  and  of  the  Western 
District,  12,255.  These  estimates  are  probably  not  very  far 
out.  Table  II.  gives  the  figures  for  the  population  of  the 
various  parishes  of  the  County,  landward  and  burghal,  as  at 
the  census  of  1921. 

Births  and  Birth-Rates. — After  correction  for  transfers,  the 
number  of  births  credited  to  the  three  districts  was  1,596, 
which  is  equal  to  a birth-rate  of  18-8  per  1000  of  population. 
This  is  the  lowest  birth-rate  yet  recorded  for  Stirlingshire. 

Deaths  and  Death-Rates. — The  number  of  deaths,  corrected 
for  transfers,  Avas  1017,  which  gives  a death-rate  of  12-0.  This 
rate  is  fractionally  higher  than  the  average  for  the  past  ten 
years. 

For  the  whole  of  Scotland  the  Registrar-General  reports  that 
the  birth-rate,  19-0  per  1000,  is  the  lowest  on  record  and  that 
the  death-rate,  14-5,  is  the  highest  since  1922.  The  increase  in 
the  death-rate  is  attributed  to  a severe  epidemic  of  influenza 
which  occurred  during  the  first  quarter  of  the  year. 

My  attention  was  some  time  ago  called  to  the  high  ratio  of 
births  to  deaths  in  Stirlingshire  during  1928.  That  ratio  was 
184  births  to  every  100  deaths  and  was  much  in  excess  of  the 
ratio  for  Scotland  as  a whole  which  worked  out  about  14S 
births  per  100  deaths.  For  the  year  1929  the  ratio  for  Stirling- 
shire is  157/100,  and  for  Scotland  it  is  only  131/100.  In  the 
years  prior  to  the  Great  War  the  ratio  was  always  well  over 
two  to  one. 
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Table  II. — Population  of  the  County  of  Stirling,  as 
Ascertained  at  the  Census  of  1921,  with  Registrar- 
General  s estimated  Landward  Population  fob  1929. 


Parisu 

Area  in  Acres 

Population 

Census  191 

1 | C 

ENSUS  19 

21 

Total 

Burghal 

Land- 

ward 

Total 

Burjhal 

Land- 

ward 

Total 

Burglial 

Land- 

ward 

Central  District. 


9%iny 

Duni pace  ... 
TJargunnock 
■Kilsyth 
sKippen 

Logie 

5t.  Ninians 
Starling 

8,276 

5,593 

9,862 

13,123 

11,268 

9,096 

37,543 

1,825 

368 

112 

280 

774 

1,377 

7,908 

5,481 

9,862 

12,843 

11.26S 

8,322 

37,543 

448 

9,166 

1,936 

573 

11,052 

1,365 

4,373 

13,363 

21,461 

3,853 

1,311 

8,106 

3,121 

21,200 

5,313 

625 

573 

2,946 

1,365 

1,252 

13,863 

261 

0,187 

1,814 

586 

10,364 

1,518 

5,105 

14,812 

31,345 

5,130 

7,600 

3,579 

21,345 

5,871 

586 

2,764 

1,518 

1,526 

14,812 

388 

(Total  for 
Central  Dist. 

96,586 

2,911 

93,675 

63,794 

37,591 

26,203 

65,119 

37,654 

27,465 

Landward  Population  (estimated  by  the  Registrar-General)  as  at  the  middle  of  1029 — 29,3  62. 


Eastern  District. 


Uirth 

Falkirk 

Grargeaiouth 

Larhert 

Muiravonside 

Slaznanuan 

5,561 

15,111 

8,046 

8,971 

7,964 

10,856 

1,680 

1,057 

5,561 

13,431 

6,989 

3,971 

7,964 

10,856 

1,515 

42,423 

19,470 

12,934 

6,706 

3,440 

33,574 

10,219 

1,515 

8,849 

9,251 

12.9S4 

5,706 

2,440 

1,777 

42,762 

18,708 

12,389 

5,758 

3,409 

33,308 

9,723 

1,777 

9,454 

8,085 

12,389 

5,758 

3,409 

Total  for 

Eastern  Dist. 
— 

51,509 

2,737 

48.772 

85,538 

43,703 

41,745 

84,803 

43,031 

41,772 

Landward  Population  (estimated  by  the  Registrar-General)  as  at  the  middle  ol  1929 — 42,987. 


Western  District. 


BaMemock 

4,320 

... 

4,320 

747 

747 

763 

763 

Balfron 

7,821 

7,621 

1,155 

1,155 

1,190 

1,190 

Buchanan  ... 

41,641 

... 

41,644 

795 

795 

585 

585 

Cainpsie 

17,860 

17,860 

5,304 

5,304 

5,335 

5,335 

Drymen 

30,854 

30,854 

1,269 

1,269 

1,214 

1 214 

Flatty 

13,788 

13,788 

280 

280 

381 

381 

Killeam 

15,375 

15,375 

1,085 

1,085 

1,054 

1,054 

Strathblaue 

9,085 

... 

9,085 

1,024 

... 

1,024 

1,275 

... 

1,275 

Total  for 
Western  Dist. 

140,747 

140,747 

11,659 

11,659 

11,797 

11,707 

Landward  Population  (estimated  by  the  Registrar- General)  as  at  the  middle  of  1929 — 12,255. 


288,842 

5,648 

283,104  1 160,091 

81,384 

79,607 

161,719 

80,685 

81,034 

Total  Landward  Population  (Registrar-General's  estimate) — 84,604. 


Table  III.' — Births  and  Birth-Rates  per  1000  of  Population  within  the 
County  of  Stirling,  exclusive  of  Burghs,  1923-1929. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFICATIONS 

For  comparison  with  former  years  I give  in  Table  VI  a 
statement  of  the  notifications  of  infectious  diseases  in  each 
parish  of  the  County,  the  parishes  being  arranged  in  the  order 
of  incidence  of  disease,  the  parish  with  the  greatest  rate  of 
notification  being  given  first.  In  this  table  only  the  diseases 
mentioned  in  the  Notification  Act  of  1889  are  counted,  such 
diseases  as  tuberculosis,  chickenpox,  malaria,  and  others 
which  have  since  become  notifiable,  not  being  included. 

For  the  whole  County  the  number  of  notifications  was  721 
giving  a rate  per  1,000  of  population  of  S-9.  For  the  past  10 
3rears  the  rates  have  been  in  1919,  5-8;  in  1920,  8-9  ' in  1921 
“ 1922>  51;  in  1923,  4-1;  in  1924,  6-9;  in  1925,  8-9;  in 
19_6,  8-2,  in  1927,  7-0;  and  in  1928,  7-6,  giving  an  average  for 
these  years  of  7.1.  In  the  Central  District  the  rate  was  8-9, 
the  same  as  that  for  the  County;  in  the  Eastern  District,  it 
was  10-0,  and  in  the  Western  District,  4-5. 

The  parish  with  the  highest  notification  rate  was  Falkirk, 
with  14-7,  followed  by  Airth,  Dunipace  and  St.  Ninians  parishes 
with  rates  of  12  per  1,000  or  over  and  so  on  down  the  table, 
the  three  last  named  parishes  of  Drymen,  Buchanan  and  Stir- 
ling having  been  quite  free. 

DlSEASE  Notifications  per  1000  of  Population  (exclusive 
TC^np°X’oMa,ana'  and  other  Diseases  made  notifiable  within  recent 
years)  in  each  Landward  Parish  in  Stirlingshire  for  the  Year  1929.  Only  those 
Diseases  specified  in  the  Notification  Act  of  1889  InelnHpH 


Parish 

No.  of 

Kate  per  1000 

Population 

Notifications 

of  Population 

Falkirk 

9,451 

139 

14-7 

Airth  

1,777 

23 

129 

Dunipace  

620 

8 

12-9 

St.  Ninians  

1 4,832 

178 

120 

Larbert 

12,389 

142 

11-4 

Balfron 

1,189 

10 

8-4 

Fintry  

381 

3 

7-9 

Grangemouth  

9,008 

68 

7-5 

Muiravonside  

5,758 

42 

7.3 

Denny  

5,251 

38 

7-2 

Campsie  

5,385 

34 

6-3 

Kilsyth 

2,764 

12 

4-4 

Gnrgunnock 

586 

2 

3-4 

Kippen  

1,508 

5 

3-3 

Kiileam 

1,052 

3 

2-8 

Baldcmock  

763 

2 

2-6 

Strathblanc  

1,275 

3 

2-4 

Logie  

1,526 

3 

1-9 

Slamannan  

3,409 

6 

1-7 

Drymen 

1,214 

0 

0-0 

Buchanan  

585 

0 

0 0 

Stirling  

388 

ti 

0 0 

Total  

81,061 

721 

8-9 

Central  District 

27,475 

246 

8-9 

Eastern  District 

41,792 

420 

10  0 

WestemDistrict  

11,794 

53 

4-5 
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bacteriological  work. 


The  arrangements  for  bacteriological  examination  of  speci- 
mens remain  as  before,  namely:— Throat  swabs  in  connection 
with  diphtheria,  blood  specimens  in  suspected  cases  of  enteric- 
fever,  and  samples  of  sputum  in  suspected  tuberculosis,  are 
sent  to  the  Bacteriological  Laboratory  of  Edinburgh  Umver- 
sity.  Table  VII.  gives  a note  of  the  specimens  submitted  to 

that  laboratory.  , 

In  connection  with  the  diagnoses  and  treatment  of  venereal 
diseases  specimens  are  examined  at  the  Physicians  and 
Surgeons’ Laboratory,  Edinburgh,  and  for  the  purposes  of  the 
Milk  and  Dairies  Act  and  the  Tuberculosis  Order  samples  of 
milk  are  submitted  to  Professor  Carstairs  Douglas,  Anderson 
College,  Glasgow. 


Table  VII. NO.  OF  SPECIMENS  SUBMITTED  FOR  BACTERIOLOGICAL 

EXAMINATION,  WITH  A NOTE  OF  THE  COST,  DURING  THE  YEAR  1929. 


District  or 
Burgli. 

Throat  Swabs 
for 

Diphtheria 

BacilluB. 

Specimens 
of  Blood  in 
suspected 
Enteric 
Fever. 

Samples  of 
Sputum  for 
T.B. 

Others. 

Total 

Number. 

Total  Cost 
Including 
Telephone 
Charges, 
etc. 

Central  District 

264 

6 

32 

... 

302 

£69  0 € 

Eastern  District 

648 

3 

16 

... 

667 

144  5 0 
ii  6 e 

Western  District 

SO 

3 

7 

•JO 

Burgh  of  Denny 

27 

1 

2 

... 

30 

7 9 C 

Burgh  of  Bridge 
of  Allan 

0 

... 

1 

... 

7 

1 14 

Total 

975 

13 

58 

... 

1 1046 

£233  14 

PREVENTION,  DETECTION  AND  TREATMENT  OF 
TUBERCULOSIS. 

In  his  preliminary  statement  regarding  the  \ ital  Statistics 
of  Scotland,  for  the  year  1929,  the  Registrar-General  gives 
the  death-rate  from  all  forms  of  tuberculous  disease  as  equal 
to  0-94  per  1000  of  population,  of  which  a rate  of  0-67  per  1000 
was  attributed  to  tuberculosis  of  the  respiratory  system. 
Both  these  rates,  he  notes,  are  the  lowest  yet  recorded,  and  are 
in  marked  contrast  to  what  they  were  in  earlier  years.  In  the 
decade  1871  to  1880  the  mean  death-rate  from  tuberculosis  (all 
forms)  was  3-54  per  1,000,  that  from  tuberculosis  of  the  respira- 
tory system  being  2-44. 

For  the  County  of  Stirling  (excluding  the  burghs),  the  death- 
rate  for  all  forms  of  tuberculosis  for  the  year  was  0-60  per 
1000,  that  for  tuberculosis  of  the  respiratory  system  being 
0-42,  leaving  a rate  of  0 18  for  other  forms  of  the  disease. 
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These  are  easily  the  lowest  death-rates  for  tuberculosis  yet 
recorded  for  the  County.  Table  IX.  shows  the  mean  death- 
rate  from  the  disease  in  five-yearly  periods  from  1891  to  1925 
and  the  annual  rates  from  1926  to  1929.  The  table  indicates 
the  steady  fall  that  has  taken  place  with  regard  to  these  rates, 
e.g.  from  2-07  per  1000  (1891-95)  from  all  forms  of  tuberculosis 
down  to  the  rate  for  1929,  namely,  0-60— less  than  one-third  of 
the  former  rate. 

Table  IX. — Mean  Death  Rates  from  Tuberculosis  in 
Quinquennial  Periods,  from  1891  Onwards. 


Quinquennial 

Period 

Death  Rates 

per  1000  of  Population 

AH  forms  of 
Tuberculosis 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

Non-Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

1891-1895 

2-07 

1-32 

0-75 

1896-1900 

1-80 

1-38 

0-47 

1901-1905 

1-58 

1-16 

0-42 

1905-1910 

1-55 

1-03 

0-52 

1911-1915 

1-34 

0-77 

0-57 

1918-1920 

1-00 

0-72 

0-38 

1921-1925 

0-80 

055 

0-31 

Year  1926 

064 

0'39 

0'25 

1927 

0'70 

0-39 

0'31 

1928 

077 

0-49 

029 

1929 

0-60 

0-42 

0-18 

Notification. — Pulmonary  and  Non-Pulmonary  Tuber- 
culosis— The  Department  of  Health,  as  in  former  years,  ask 
for  certain  statistical  data  with  regard  to  tuberculosis,  and  a 
copy  of  this  return  is  given  in  Table  X.  The  table  deals 
with  the  figures  for  the  area  embraced  under  the  County 
Tuberculosis  Committee’s  treatment  scheme  -which  includes 
the  whole  County,  exclusive  of  the  Burghs  of  Stirling  and 
Palkirk.  Part  I.  of  the  Table  shows  the  number  of  notifications 
during  the  year,  divided  into  certain  age  groups.  The  number 
of  notifications  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  was  106,  56  of  which 
were  of  male  patients  and  50  of  female  patients,  while  the 
non-pulmonary  notifications  numbered  105,  54  being  of  males 
and  51  of  females. 

Persons  known  to  be  suffering  from  Tuberculosis. — 

Part  II.  of  Table  X.  gives  the  number  of  notified  persons  in  the 
area  as  at  31st  December.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  number 
suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  was  638  and  from  other 
forms  of  the  disease  852,  making  a grand  total  of  1490  in  a 
population  of  approximately  110,000.  That  is  to  say  that 
roughly  one  person  in  every  170  living  in  the  area,  has  been 
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notified  within  the  last  18  years  as  suffering  from  lung  trouble, 
and  one  in  every  130,  from  tubercular  disease  of  bones,  joints, 

glands  and  other  parts  of  the  body. 

Institutional  Treatment.— In  Part  III.  of  Table  X a return 
is  made  showing  the  number  of  persons  who  received  institu- 
tional treatment.  , . . , , , 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis.— At  the  beginning  of  the  year 
34  patients  were  under  treatment,  and  98  were  admitted  for 
treatment  throughout  the  year,  making  a total  of  13-. 
these  82  were  duly  discharged,  11  died,  and  39  remained  under 
treatment  at  the  end  of  the  year.  Of  the  total  of  132  persons 
treated,  85  were  dealt  with  in  the  Ochil  Hills  Sanatorium, 
13  in  Bannockburn  Hospital,  24  in  Camelon  Hospital,  6 in 
Lennox  Joint  Hospital,  and  4 in  Stirling  Royal  Infirmary. 
The  reports  on  the  82  patients  at  the  time  of  their  discharge 
indicated  that  in  at  least  one  case  the  disease  was  apparently- 
arrested  ; in  16  cases  the  patients  were  “ very  much 
improved  ; ” in  18  they  were  “ much  improved,  while  in  41 
cases  the  patient  showed  improvement. , In  the  remaining 
six  cases  the  verdict  was  “ not  improved. 

Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis.— In  all,  70  patients  re- 
ceived institutional  treatment  at  the  cost  of  the  County  Com- 
mittee. Forty-five  of  these  were  children  under  15  years  of 
age.  There  were  three  deaths  in  this  group. 

Domiciliary  Treatment  of  Tuberculosis  (all  kinds).— As  1 
have  explained  in  previous  reports,  ‘ Domiciliary  treatment 
has  reference  to  certain  patients  treated  at  home  to  whom  an 
allowance  of  extra  nourishment,  for  example,  milk,  eggs,  co 
liver  oil,  etc.,  was  given  at  the  County  Committee  s expense. 
As  a rule  such  an  allowance  is  only  made  to  persons  in  more  or 
less  necessitous  circumstances  and  who  are  unable  themseh  es 
to  provide  the  little  extra  nourishment  necessary  as  part  of  the 
treatment  of  the  disease.  The  total  number  of  persons  who 
received  such  domiciliary  treatment  during  the  year  was  116. 
The  usual  period  for  which  a grant  is  made  is  12  weeks,  but 
in  many  cases  the  grant  was  renewed  from  time  to  time,  so 
that  in  all  there  was  a total  of  approximately  2760  of  what 
may  be  called  “ patient  weeks  ” covered  by  such  grants. 
The  average  number  of  persons  therefore  on  the  domiciliary 
list  throughout  the  year  was  53,  and  the  average  duration  of 
treatment  24  weeks.  The  usual  value  of  the  food-lines  given 
was  3/6  per  week— some  a little  more  and  some  a little  less— 
so  that  the  annual  cost  of  this  branch  of  treatment  in  1929 
amounted  to  something  approaching  £500.  At  the  end  of  the 
year  the  number  of  persons  receiving  domiciliary  treatment 

was  51.  . . 

All  cases  of  tuberculosis,  including  those  receiving  domi- 
ciliary treatment  , are  visited  periodically  by  the  medical  staff 
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of  the  public  health  department,  and  from  the  reports  received 
it  can  be  seen  that  definite  benefit  is  derived  from  domiciliary 
treatment  in  a majority  of  cases.  The  cost  of  this  treatment 
of  course  is  very  little  as  compared  with  that  of  institutional 
treatment. 

VACCINATION  (SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1907. 

As  indicated  by  the  returns  received  under  the  above  Act 
from  the  Registrars,  the  total  number  of  children  who  were 
exempted  from  vaccination  on  conscientious  grounds  was  649 , 
of  which  198  were  in  the  Central  District,  417  in  the  Eastern 
District,  and  34  in  the  Western  District.  During  the  year  the 
births  in  the  County  numbered  1596,  so  that  approximately 
40-6  of  the  children  under  one  year  of  age  remain  unvaccin- 
ated. Since  the  Act  came  into  force  in  1908  the  approximate 
mean  percentage  of  unvaccinated  children  to  the  number  of 
children  born  is  38. 

For  the  year  1929,  the  number  of  unvaccinated  children  in 
the  Central  District  was  equal  to  31-1  per  cent.,  in  the  Eastern 
District  51-3  per  cent.,  and  in  the  Western  District  20-2  per 
cent,  of  the  children  born  during  the  year. 

Table  V. — Conscientious  Objectors  to  Vaccination,  1929. 


Ceutral  District 
Parish 

Eastern  District 
Parish 

Western  District 
Parish 

Denny  and  Duuipaco 

63 

Airth  

0 

Balfron  

1 

Gargunnock  

l 

Falkirk  

81 

Baldernock  . . . 

2 

Kilsyth  

34 

Grangemouth 

92 

Buchanan 

0 

Kippen  

3 

Larbert  

111 

Campsie 

30 

Logie  

6 

Muiravonside 

93 

Drymen 

1 

St.  Ninians  

88 

Slamannan  ... 

40 

Fintry  

0 

Stirling  

3 

Kllleam 

0 

Strathhlane  ... 

0 

Total 

198 

Total  ... 

417 

Total  ... 

34 

Total  of  three  Districts,  ...  649. 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY,  1891-1929. 

The  number  of  deaths  of  children  under  one  year  of  age  in 
1929  was  97,  and  this  is  the  lowest  number  yet  recorded.  This 
gives  an  infant  mortality  rate  of  61  per  1000  births,  which, 
with  the  exception  of  that  for  the  year  1927,  is  a record. 

As  showing  the  decrease  which  has  taken  place  in  the  infan- 
tile mortality  of  the  County,  Table  VIII,  gives  figures  for  the 
past  39  years,  from  which  it  is  seen  that  the  rate  fell  from  110 
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in  the  decade  1891-1900  to  79  in  the  quinquennium  1921-25, 
the  figures  for  the  last  four  years  being  70,  60,  71  and  61  respec- 
tively. 

In  his  preliminary  report  for  the  year  1929  the  Registrar- 
General  states  that  for  Scotland  as  a whole,  the  infantile 
mortality  rate  was  87  per  1000  births,  and  that  this  is  the 
fourth  consecutive  year  in  which  the  rate  was  found  to  be  less 
than  90  per  1000.  In  the  years  1855  to  1915  it  was  constantly 
over  100  and  was  eight  times  over  130. 
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MATERNITY  SERVICE  AND  CHILD  WELFARE 

SCHEME. 

The  detailed  information  required  by  the  Department  of 
Health  is  given  in  the  following  pages.  The  whole  schedule  of 
queries  is  reprinted,  although  several  of  these  do  not  apply 
to  the  Stirlingshire  scheme  at  present. 

As  will  be  seen  from  item  No.  XVI.  the  Maternity  Home  in 
connection  with  Stirling  Royal  Infirmary  was  opened  in 
February,  and  the  report  by  the  visiting  physician  shows  that 
in  all  179  patients  were  dealt  with  up  to  the  end  of  the  year, 
55  of  these  being  from  the  County,  83  from  the  burgh  of  Stir- 
ling, and  41  from  outside  areas.  Of  the  total  cases  22  were 
pre-natal,  25  abortions,  86  normal,  38  abnormal,  7 post- 
natal, and  one  found  not  pregnant. 

In  order  to  systematise  and  facilitate  the  arrangements  for 
admission  of  patients  to  the  Home,  I issued  to  medical  practi- 
tioners in  the  area  small  books  of  forms  as  under. 

County  Council  of  Stirling.  Maternity  Home. 

Admission  to  the  County  Maternity  Home,  Stirling 

Royal  Infirmary,  is  requested  on  behalf  of 

Expected  Date  of  Confinement 

Reason  for  Admission 

If  abnormal,  give  brief  details  of  case 

If  Case  admitted  in  Emergency,  state  reason 

(Signature) 

Place  and  Date) 

NOTE. — This  Form  should  be  completed  and  sent  to 
Dr.  ADAM,  County  Medical  Officer,  Stirling, 
in  the  case  of  every  woman  for  whom  admission  to 
the  Maternity  Home  is  desired. 

For  Emergency  Cases,  arrangements  may  be  made  by 
Telephone  or  otherwise  for  admission,  and  this  Form 
sent  in  immediately  thereafter. 

When  this  form  is  completed  and  sent  in,  if  the  case  is  one 
that  should  in  my  opinion  be  admitted,  arrangements  are  at 
once  made  for  admission  at  the  appropriate  time,  and  le 
medical  attendant  is  informed  accordingly.  In  cases  ol 
emergency,  however,  as  explained  in  the  footnote  to  the  form , 
in  order  to  save  any  delay,  arrangements  for  admission  may 
be  made  by  telephone  or  otherwise,  the  form  being  forwarded 
to  me  immediately  thereafter. 
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Notification  of  Puerperal  Fever  and  Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

In  the  month  of  August,  Regulations  were  issued  by  the 
Department  of  Health  making  puerperal  pyrexia,  as  well  as 
puerperal  fever,  notifiable,  and  in  connection  therewith  I was 
instructed  to  issue  the  following  circular  to  the  medical  practi- 
tioners in  the  area  : — 

“ Notification  of  Puerperal  Pvrexia. 

“ I enclose  for  your  information  a copy  of  Regulations  made 
by  the  Department  of  Health  for  Scotland  requiring  as  from 
1st  October,  notification  by  a medical  practitioner  of  all  cases 
of  puerperal  pyrexia  that  occur  in  his  practice  (in  addition  to 
the  present  notification  of  puerperal  fever). 

“ Puerperal  pyrexia  is  defined  in  the  Regulations  as  “ any 
febrile  condition  (other  than  a condition  which  is  required  to 
be  notified  as  puerperal  fever  under  the  Infectious  Disease 
(Notification)  Act,  1889)  occurring  in  a woman  within  twenty- 
one  days  after  childbirth  or  miscarriage  in  which  a temperature 
of  100-4°  F.  (38°  Centigrade)  or  more  has  been  sustained  during 
a period  of  twenty-four  hours  or  has  recurred  during  that 
period.”  Medical  practitioners  are  thus  under  obligation 
to  notify  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  all  cases  of  pyrexia 
during  the  puerperium  irrespective  of  the  cause  to  which  the 
fever  may  be  attributed. 

“ It  should  be  understood  that  the  main  purpose  of  notifi- 
cation is  not  to  accumulate  statistical  data  but  to  secure  the 
co-operation  of  the  medical  attendant  in  the  use  of  the  treat- 
ment and  preventive  facilities  provided  by  the  Local  Authoritv. 

“ In  addition  to  a Form  for  the  Notification  of  puerperal 
pyrexia,  the  Regulations  provide  an  amended  Form  for  Notifi- 
cation of  puerperal  fever.  The  forms  enable  practitioners, 
when  notifying  a case  of  either  puerperal  fever  or  puerperal 
pyrexia,  to  indicate  whether  any  assistance  in  dealing  with  the 
case  is  desired.  A supply  of  the  forms  is  enclosed.  The 
assistance  that  the  Local  Authority  have  provided  for  medical 
practitioners  in  the  area  is  as  follows  : — 

“ (1)  Consultant  Service. 

(a)  Dr.  M'Farlan,  3 Park  Terrace,  Stirling,  is  to 
be  Consultant  for  the  Central  and  Western 
District  of  the  County  and  the  Burghs  of  Denny 
and  Bridge  of  Allan. 

(b)  Dr.  Hunter,  Highfield,  Falkirk,  is  to  be  Con- 
sultant for  the  Eastern  District  of  the  County. 

" (2)  Bacteriological  Examinations. 

The  specimens  of  lochia  and/or  of  blood  which 
may  be  taken  should  be  sent  for  examination 
to  the  Bacteriological  Department  of  Edin- 
burgh University. 
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In  taking  specimens  great  care  and  some  skill 
are  necessary  and,  where  a consultant  is  called 
in,  the  taking  of  the  specimen  might  be  left  to 
him  if  he  feels  it  desirable  to  take  a specimen. 
“(3)  Hospital  Treatment. 

Hospital  treatment  may  be  had  where  neces- 
sary. The  milder  cases  could  usually  be 
accommodated  in  the  County  Hospitals  and 
the  more  severe  could  be  sent  to  a Glasgow 
Hospital  as  at  present. 

The  provision  of  Skilled  Nursing  at  home 
is  not  practicable  in  this  area,  and  where  such 
might  be  considered  advisable  the  case  could 
ordinarily  be  more  suitably  treated  in  Hospital. 
“In  a case  of  urgency  a telephone  message 
or  telegram  should  be  sent  to  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  followed  by  the  notification 
form  through  the  usual  channels.” 

Note. — After  16th  May,  1930,  these  services  became 
available  also  for  the  Burghs  of  Grangemouth  and  Kilsyth, 
Dr.  Hunter  being  Consultant  for  the  former  and  Dr. 
M‘Farlan  for  the  latter. 
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Burgh 

of 

1.— Infantile  Mortality. 

Central 

District 

Eastern 

District 

Western 

District 

Denny 

and 

Duuipace 

Bridge  of 
Allan 

Total 

Bate  per 
1000 
birth* 

Number  of  Deaths  . . 

35 

53 

9 

4 

0 

101 

58 

Age-Groups— 

Coder  1 week  . . 

16 

20 

5 

41 

24 

1-4  weeks 

4 

6 

1 

11 

6 

4 weeks  to  3 months 

5 

9 

1 

1 

16 

9 

3-6  months 

4 

8 

2 

1 

15 

8 

6-12  months 

6 

10 

1 

1 

... 

18 

10 

Causes  of  Death — 

Chickenpox  

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Measles  

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Scarlet  Fever 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Whooping-Cough 

2 

... 

2 

IT 

Diphtheria  and  Croup  . . 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Erysipelas 

... 

... 

... 

Tuberculous  Diseases 

2 

... 

2 

11 

Meningitis  (not  Tuberculous) 

... 

2 

... 

... 

... 

2 

11 

Hydrocephalus 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Convulsions  

2 

... 

1 

... 

3 

1-7 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  . . 

5 

4 

... 

1 

10 

5-7 

Bronchitis 

2 

3 

1 

1 

7 

3-9 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  . . 

4 

1 

... 

1 

... 

6 

3-5 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

2 

... 

... 

o 

1-1 

Congenital  Malformations 

... 

2 

1 

... 

... 

3 

1.7 

Congenital  Hear? 

1 

... 

... 

... 

1 

0-6 

Premature  Birth 

16 

12 

3 

... 

... 

31 

17-7 

Atrophy,  Debility,  and 

Marasmus  

4 

11 

4 

... 

... 

19 

10  8 

Atelectasis 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Injury  at  Birth 

... 

1 

... 

... 

1 

0-6 

Suffocation,  overlying 

1 

... 

1 

06 

Syphilis  

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

All  other  Causes 

2 

9 

... 

... 

... 

11 

6 3 

■ 

Burg 

hs  of 

II. — Births. 

Central 

District 

Eastern 

District 

Western 

District 

Denny 

and 

Dunlpace 

Bridge 

of 

Allan 

Total 

Number  llegistered 

616 

812 

16S 

113 

40 

1749 

Legitimate 

577 

750 

156 

109 

39 

1631 

Illegitimate 

39 

62 

12 

4 

1 

118 

Number  Notified  

593 

712 

152 

86 

36 

1679 

Number  attended  by  Doctor.. 

345 

509 

116 

40 

36 

1046 

Number  attended  by  Midwife 

248 

203 

36 

46 

, . 

533 

Number  of  Still  Births  . . 

15 

28 

8 

4 

6 

61 

III. — Maternal  Mortality. 

Number  of  deaths  resulting  from 

Miscarriage  or  Child-Birth  . . 

3 

3 

1 

... 

2 

9 

Number  of  Deaths  resulting  from 

Pueipcral  Sepsis 

1 

1 

1 

3 
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IV. — Report  under  Midwives  Act,  1915. 

(1). — List  of  Certified  Mid  wives. 

Central  Stirlingshire. 

1842 — Susan  Chalmers,  132  East  Borland,  Denny. 

853 — Julia  Coleman,  9 Russell  Place,  Bonnybridge. 

902 — M.  R.  Dickie,  Main  Street,  Plean. 

3598 — Elizabeth  Ferguson,  Anchor  Cottage,  Dunipace. 

5972 — Margaret  Horn,  11  New  Houses,  Haggs. 

3300 — Jean  Hendry,  Stoneywood,  Denny. 

1107 — Sarah  Hughes,  22  High  Street,  Kilsyth. 

523 — Helen  Innes,  Wallace  Street,  Bannockburn. 

3004 — Ellen  Muir,  12  Anderson  Terrace,  Longcroft. 

458 — Bridget  M'Guire,  23  Broad  Street,  Denny. 

5250 — Jane  Risk  M'Gibbon,  Faraway  Farm,  Kippen. 

5452 — Mary  C.  M'Gregor,  5 The  Brae,  Bannockburn. 

521 — Margaret  M'Phail,  Russell  Place,  Bonnybridge. 

1742 — Catherine  O’Berg,  Main  Street,  Bonnybridge. 

398 — Mary  Peebles,  1 Church  Street,  Kilsyth. 

7033 — Elizabeth  S.  Porteous,  Mayfield,  Bonnybridge. 

2017 — Elizabeth  Somerville,  4 Woodside  Crescent,  Fallin. 
2077 — Catherine  Stanley,  4 Middle  Craigs,  Stirling. 

2930 — Sarah  Stewart,  Main  Street,  Buchlyvie. 

1931 — Charlotte  Thomson,  59  D Block,  Fallin. 

557 —  Helen  Thomson,  P.  O.  Buildings,  Banknock. 

6632 — Jane  H.  M.  Thomson,  10  Cumbernauld  Road,  Longcroft. 
2842 — Mary  Traynor,  Garden  City,  Bannockburn. 

456 — Mary  Wilkie,  60  Allandale,  Bonnybridge. 

7053 — Margaret  R.  Wilson,  21  George  Street,  Stirling. 

Eastern  Stirlingshire. 

1722 — A.  Allison,  Broomfield  Cottage,  Polmont. 

2451 — Ellen  Bryce,  19  Victoria  Place,  Polmont. 

695 — Elsie  Campbell,  34  Mary  Street,  Laurieston. 

823 — Mary  Cockburn,  East  Shieldhill,  by  Falkirk. 

853— Julia  Coleman,  9 Russell  Place,  Bonnybridge. 

558 —  Helen  Copland,  Broomhill,  Laurieston. 

441 — Jane  Cowan,  Longdyke,  by  Falkirk. 

597— Agnes  English,  Glen  Village,  by  Falkirk. 

439— Ann  Gillon,  Mosscastle  Road,  Slamannan. 

2057 — Maggie  Gordon,  Limerigg,  Slamannan. 

999— Janet  Harris,  Station  House,  Avonbridge. 

5508— Eliza  M.  Jamieson,  Clifford  Home,  Bonnybridge 
2333 — Mary  Law,  Craigbank,  Avonbridge. 

1952 — Mary  M'Kay,  12  Gordon  Terrace,  Carron  Road,  Falkirk 
521— Margaret  M'Phail,  Russell  Place,  Bonnybridge. 
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7384 — Elizabeth  M'Phee,  Airth. 

1742 — Catherine  O’Berg,  Main  Street,  Bonnvbridge. 

8107 — Annie  G.  Philp,  14  Bellevue,  Rumford. 

2807 — Agnes  Rankine,  Limerigg,  Slamannan. 

446 — Agnes  Small,  Blackbraes,  by  Falkirk. 

5509 — Williamina  Taylor,  Clifford  Home,  Bonnybridge. 

557 — Helen  Thomson,  P.  0.  Buildings,  Banknock. 

456 — Mary  Wilkie,  60  Allandale,  Bonnybridge. 

490 — Isabella  Wells,  Milnquarter,  Bonnybridge. 

6518 — Isabella  Wilson,  Block  17,  Carronside  Street,  Carron. 
503 — Jessie  G.  Young,  Grevlands,  Slamannan. 

6167 — Annie  Young,  44  Brodie  Street,  Bainsford. 

Western  Stirlingshire. 

3287 — Mary  Kelly,  9 Muirbead  Street,  Kirkintilloch. 

8232 — L.  Muggach,  Drumelzier,  Lennoxtown. 

Burgh  of  Denny  and  Dunipace. 

1842 — Susan  Chahners,  132  East  Borland,  Denny. 

3300 — Jean  Hendry,  Stoneywood,  Denny. 

458 — Bridget  M‘Guire,  23  Broad  Street,  Denny. 

4849 — Isabella  M'Nab,  59  Glasgow  Road,  Denny 
3598 — Elizabeth  Ferguson,  Anchor  Cottage,  Dunipace. 

Burgh  of  Bridge  of  Allan. 

591 — Christian  F.  Pringle,  Queen’s  Buildings,  Bridge  of  Allan. 

Births  in  Area  or  District. 

Total  number  of  births  during  1929 — 1749. 

Total  number  of  deaths  of  new-born  children  (within  ten 
days)  during  1929 — 41. 

Actual  number  of  births  attended  by  Midwives  during  1929 
—526. 

Actual  number  of  deaths  of  new-born  children  (within  ten 
days)  occurring  in  the  practice  of  Midwives  dining  1929 — 11. 

Actual  number  of  cases  not  attended  by  a Doctor  or  Midwife 
during  1929  Births,  2 ; Deaths,  Nil. 

Cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

Total  number  of  cases  during  1929 — 8. 

Actual  number  of  cases  occurring  in  the  practice  of  Mid- 
wives dining  1929 — Nil. 

Actual  number  of  cases  occurring  where  confinement  not 
attended  by  a Doctor  or  Midwife  during  1929 — Nil. 

Cases  of  Puerperal  Sepsis. 

Total  number  of  cases  during  1929 — 9. 

Total  number  of  deaths  during  1929 — 3. 
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Actual  number  of  cases  occurring  in  the  practice  of  Mid- 
wives during  1929 — Nil. 

Actual  number  of  deaths  occurring  in  the  practice  of  Mid- 
wives during  1929 — Nil. 

Actual  number  of  cases  occurring  where  confinement  not 
attended  by  a Doctor  or  Midwife  during  1929— Cases,  Nil  ; 
Deaths,  Nil. 

Cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  is  defined  in  the  Regulations  of  the 
Department  of  Health  for  Scotland  as  any  febrile  condition 
(other  than  a condition  which  is  required  to  be  notified  as 
puerperal  fever  under  the  Infectious  Disease  (Notification) 
Act,  1889)  occurring  in  a woman  within  21  days  after  child- 
birth or  miscarriage  in  which  a temperature  of  100-4°  Fahren- 
heit (38°  Centigrade)  or  more  has  been  sustained  during  a 
period  of  24  hours  or  has  recurred  during  that  period. 

Total  number  of  cases  during  1929 — 6. 

Total  number  of  deaths  during  1929 — Nil. 

Actual  number  of  cases  occurring  in  tne  practice  of  Mid- 
wives during  1929 — Nil. 

Actual  number  of  deaths  occurring  in  the  practice  of  Mid- 
wives during  1929 — Nil. 

Actual  number  of  cases  occurring  where  confinement  not 
attended  by  a Doctor  or  Midwife  during  1929 — Cases,  Nil  ; 
Deaths,  Nil. 

Cases  of  Still-Birth  (Dead  born). 

Total  number  of  cases  during  1929 — 61. 

Actual  number  of  cases  occurring  in  the  practice  of  Mid- 
wives during  1929 — 7. 

Cases  of  Emergency. 

The  total  number  of  cases  of  emergency  in  which  Medical 
Practitioners  have  been  called  in  under  Section  22  of  the 
Midwives  (Scotland)  Act,  1915,  during  1929,  distinguishing  the 
different  classes  of  emergency  : 

Delayed  Labour,  26  ; Breech  Presentation,  6 ; Premature 
Labour,  5 ; Haemorrhage,  5 ; Adherent  Placenta,  4 ; Ruptured 
Perineum,  4 ; Abortion,  3 ; Abnormal  Pain,  2 ; Eclampsia, 
1 ; Feebleness  of  child,  1 ; Puerperal  Pyrexia,  1 ; total,  58. 

General  Report  on  the  working  of  the  Acts. 

In  the  course  of  their  other  duties  my  Health  Visitors  have 
kept  in  touch  with  the  work  of  the  Certified  Midwives  within 
the  area.  As  I stated  in  my  last  report  the  Committee  in 
charge  of  this  work  had  occasion  to  give  serious  warning  to  one 
or  two  unregistered  women  who  had  been  taking  midwifery 
cases.  As  a result  the  delinquents  have  now  ceased  midwifery 
work  except  under  the  supervision  of  a doctor. 


V. — Home  Visitation. 

Number  Total 

Visited.  Visits 

Infants 1821  2891 

Children  (1-5  years),  ...  4247  4247 

Expectant  Mothers,  ...  ...  43  76 


Total,  6111  7214 


VI. — Voluntary  Health  Visitors’  Reports. 

Tallin  Child  Welfare  Centre. — Mrs  Porter  informs  me 
that  the  number  of  clinics  held  was  19,  the  number  of  atten- 
dances of  babies  being  250.  Forty-four  new  babies 
were  brought  to  the  Centre,  and  Nurse  M‘Gregor  paid  277 
child  welfare  visits  to  the  houses.  A sale  of  work  at  the  end 
of  February  provided  funds  for  a mothers’  summer  outing, 
a Christmas  treat,  and  little  gifts  for  the  babies.  The  sale 
was  a great  success. 

Drumbowie  and  Avonbridge  Child  Welfare  Centre. — 
Mrs.  Calder,  the  new  Secretary,  reports  that  18  fortnightly 
meetings  were  held  and  that  the  number  of  attendances  was 
420 — the  number  of  babies  brought  to  the  clinic  being  44. 

Campsie  District  Nursing  Association. — From  the  com- 
mencement of  this  clinic  in  connection  with  this  Association 
until  31st  December,  the  number  of  meetings  held  was  16. 
The  total  number  of  attendances  was  143,  and  the  number  of 
babies  brought  forward,  57.  Besides  her  ordinary  nursing 
visits,  Nurse  Muggach  made  482  child  welfare  visits  to  78 
infants,  and  255  visits  to  45  expectant  and  nursing  mothers. 

VII.  — Ante-Natal  Consultations — 

(Number  of  weekly  sessions  and  duration  of  each  session 
should  be  stated). 

(a)  Total  number  of  expectant  mothers  attending — 

See  No.  XVI. 

(b)  Total  number  of  attendances — 

(c)  Classified  summary  of  conditions  found — 

(d)  Number  of  cases  (i.)  referred  to  ante-natal  ward — 

(ii.)  referred  to  family  doctor — 

(iii.)  treated  at  clinic — 

VIII.  — Post-natal  and  other  Consultations. — 

Number  of  attendances — See  No.  XVI. 

IX.  — Child  Welfare  Consultations. — 

(Number  of  weekly  sessions  and  duration  of  each  session 
should  be  stated). 
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(a)  Number  of  children  attending  (i.)  under  1 year  of 

age — None. 

(ii.)  over  1 year  of 
age — None. 

(b)  Total  number  of  attendances  (i.)  under  1 year  of 

age— 

(ii.)  over  1 year  of 
age— 

(c)  Illnesses  recorded.  (Special  information  to  be  given 

in  regard  to  prevalence  of  rickets). 

X. — Special  Treatment  Centres — 

(1)  Teeth — 

(a)  Number  of  attendances  (i.)  mothers,  0 ; (ii.) 

children,  8. 

(b)  Number  of  dentures  supplied — None. 

(c)  Classified  summary  of  conditions  remedied  (i.) 

mothers — 0 ; (ii.)  children — Caries,  8. 

(2)  Eyes— 

(a)  Number  of  attendances,  12. 

(b)  Classified  summary  of  conditions  remedied,  10 
Strabismus  ; 2 Blepharitis. 

(3)  Other  ailments — 

(a)  Number  of  attendances — None. 

(b)  Classified  summary  of  conditions — None. 

(4)  Ultra-Violet  Light  Clinic — 

(a)  Number  of  attendances — 1133. 

(b)  Number  of  Cases — 43. 

(c)  Note  of  conditions  treated  and  results  obtained — 


Much 

Improved. 

Improved. 

Not 

Improved. 

Discontinued 

treatment. 

Tuberculosis  — Superficial  Glands 

4 

2 

0 

3 

Abdomen 

2 

6 

0 

7 

Hand  and  foot 

0 

1 

1 

0 

Joints 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Marasmus  

0 

I 

1 

4 

Rickets 

2 

2 

1 

4 

Eczema  

0 

0 

0 

i 

Totals 

9 

12 

3 

19 

XI. — Day  Nurseries,  Kindergartens,  and  Play-Centres — 

(a)  Number  of  attendances  (i.)  under  1 year  of  age — 

None. 

(ii.)  over  1 year  of  age — 
None. 


C 
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XII.  — Food  and  Milk — 

(a)  Number  of  persons  in  respect  of  whom  applications 

were  made  for  food  or  milk  (i.)  mothers,  101  ; 
(ii.)  children,  133. 

(b)  Number  of  cases  certified  on  medical  grounds  as 
requiring  food  or  milk  (i.)  mothers,  93 ; (ii.)  chil- 
dren, 76. 

(c)  Number  of  cases  under  (b)  certified  as  necessitous — 

(i.)  mothers,  93  ; (ii.)  children,  76. 

XIII.  — Measles — 

(a)  Number  of  cases  notified.  (If  notification  is  in 

force.  If  partial  notification  is  in  force,  this  should 
be  stated) — Not  notifiable. 

(b)  Number  of  deaths — (i.)  from  measles,  3 ; (ii.) 

from  sequelae, — Not  known. 

(c)  Number  of  cases  removed  to  hospital,  5. 

(d)  Number  of  special  domiciliary  visits,  178. 

(e)  Details  of  special  staff,  if  any,  engaged  for  epidemics 

— No  special  staff. 

XIV.  — Whooping  Cough — 

(a)  Number  of  cases  notified — Disease  is  not  notifiable. 

(b)  Number  of  deaths — (i.)  from  whooping  cough,  5 ; 

(ii.)  from  sequelae — Not  known. 

(c)  Number  of  oases  removed  to  Hospital,  3. 

(d)  Number  of  special  domiciliary  -visits,  31. 

(e)  Details  of  special  staff — No  special  staff. 

XV.  — Ophthalmia  Neonatorum — 

(a)  Number  of  cases  notified  (i.)  by  doctor,  8. 

(ii.)  by  midwife,  0. 

(iii.)  by  institution,  0. 

(b)  Number  of  cases  in  which  infection  is  gonococcal 

(if  known) — Not  known. 

(c)  Number  treated  in  residential  institutions — 2. 

(d)  Number  of  cases  in  which  there  was  appreciable 
loss  of  vision — None. 

XVI.  — Maternity  Hospitals  or  Homes — 

As  mentioned  in  my  Report  for  the  year,  1928  a Maternity 
Home  has  been  opened  in  connection  with  Stirling  Royal 
Infirmary,  10  beds  being  available  for  cases  from  the  County 
area  and  10  from  the  Burgh  of  Stirling.  The  Home  was  opened 
in  February,  and  from  Dr.  Cairns,  the  physician  in  charge, 
I have  received  the  following  statement  which  deals  with  both 
Burgh  and  County  cases  up  to  31st  December  : — 
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STIRLING  ROYAL  INFIRMARY  MATERNITY  CENTRE. 

I.  PRE-NATAL  CASES. 

Burgh  10.  County  10.  Outside  2.  Total  22. 


No.  OF 

Conditions  Found.  Cases. 


Results. 


Hyperemesis  gravidarum  ...  6 

Albuminuria  1 

Placenta  Praevia  1 

Tuberculosis  2 

Gallstones  1 

Varicose  Veins 1 

Anaemia 2 

Pyelitis  2 

Vaginal  Discharge  1 

Tumour  of  Femur  1 

Found  not  in  labour  and  discharged 

for  re-admission  ...  4 


Satisfactory. 

Satisfactory. 

Died  before  delivery 
I.  S.  Q. 

I.  S.  Q. 
Improved. 
Satisfactory. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 


Pre-Natal  Cases — delivered  before  discharge  and  therefore  included  in  groups 
(3)  and  (4). 

Burgh  4.  County  4.  Outside  0.  Total  8. 


II.  ABORTIONS. — (Including  ectopic  gestation — 2 cases.) 

Burgh  9 County  5.  Outside  11.  Total  25. 

Results  : — 24  satisfactory.  1 Died  (ruptured  ectopic  gestation). 


III.  NORMAL  CONFINEMENTS.— 

Burgh  50.  County  24.  Outside  12.  Total  86. 

(a)  With  Medical  Attendance — 26.  No  Medical  Attendance — 60. 

(b)  No.  of  deaths  and  classification — 0. 


IV.  ABNORMAL  CASES.— 

Burgh  14.  County  12.  Outside  12. 

(a)  Caesarean  Section,  4. 

Instrumental  deliveries,  17. 

Other  deliveries,  21. 


(b)  Conditions  Found. 

Eclampsia  and  Preeclamptic  toxaemia 

Accidental  haemorrhage 

Placenta  Praevia  ...  

Breech  Presentation  ...  

Persistent  Occipito-Posterior 

Contracted  Pelvis  or  disproportion  

T.  B.  Kidney — Bladder 

(c)  Deaths  and  Classification  of  Causes. 

Eclampsia — 1 . 'l 

Cardiac  Failure — 1. 

Peritonitis— 1.  I Total,  6. 

H aemorrhage — 1 . 

Uraemia — 1. 

Ruptured  Bladder  (T.B.) — 1. 

V.  No.  OF  INFANTS. 

1.  Alive. 

Burgh  62.  County  28.  Outside  18. 

2.  Stillborn. 

Burgh  6.  County  6.  Outsslde  6. 


Total  38. 


No.  OF  CASES. 
3 
2 
1 
2 
3 

26 

1 


Total  108. 
Total  18. 
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VI.  DEATH  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  I WEEK. 

Burgh  5.  County  0.  Outside  3.  Total  8. 

OTHER  CASES. 

Post  Natal.  Burgh  0.  County  4.  Outside  3.  Total  7. 

Found  not  pregnant — 1 outside. 

XVII. — Homes  for  Unmarried  Mothers  before  and  after  Con- 
finement— 

Number  of  cases  received — None. 

XVIII. — Hospitals  for  Sick  Children — 

(a)  Number  of  admissions — None. 

(b)  Conditions  treated — 

(c)  Results  of  treatment — 

(d)  Average  period  of  residence — 

(e)  Notes  as  to  infectious  disease  (if  any) — 

XIX.  — Convalescent  Homes — 

(a)  Number  of  cases  treated  : — 

(i.)  Mothers — None 

(ii.)  Children  under  1 year  of  age — None. 

(iii.)  Children  over  1 year  of  age — None. 

(b)  Average  duration  of  residence — 

(c)  Notes  as  to  infectious  disease  (if  any) — 

XX.  — Boarding-out — 

(a)  Number  of  cases  (i.)  under  1 year  of  age,  (ii.)  over 

1 year  of  age — None. 

(b)  Remarks  as  to  reasons  for  boarding-out  under 
Local  Authority — 

XXI.  — Home  Helps — 

(a)  Number  employed — None. 

(b)  Number  of  cases  taken — None. 

(c)  Average  period  of  assistance — 

XXII. — Educational — 

Classes,  Lectures,  etc. — None. 

XXIII. — Note  of  Agencies,  not  referred  to  above,  associated 
with  Scheme — None. 

XXIV. — Public  Health  (Notification  of  Puerperal  Fever  and 
Puerperal  Pyrexia)  Regulations  (Scotland),  1929. 

Note. — (a)  Where  there  is  Local  Authority  Mater- 
nity Home  or  Maternity  Hospital 
in  the  area  the  details  for  the  insti- 
tution should  be  shown  separately 
but  included  in  the  total  figures. 
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(b)  As  the  regulations  operate  only  from 
from  1st  October,  1929,  the  figures 
for  the  following  heads  will,  for  the 
present  year,  be  generally  limited 
to  the  period  of  1st  October  to  31st 
December.  If,  however,  figures  for 
the  whole  year  are  available,  they 
should  be  shown  separately. 

(1)  Total  No.  of  cases  of  (a)  puerperal  fever  and 

(b)  puerperal  pyrexia  occurring  in  the  area 
of  the  Local  Authority.  (Corrected  figures 
as  finally  diagnosed). 

(a)  puerperal  fever,  4 ; (b)  puerperal  pyrexia 

6. 

(2)  Total  No.  of  cases  removed  to  Infectious  Dis- 

eases Hospital  (a)  puerperal  fever,  4 ; and 

(b)  puerperal  pyrexia  2. 

(3)  Total  No.  of  deaths.  Puerperal  fever,  1. 

(4)  No.  of  cases  of  (a)  puerperal  fever  and  (b) 

puerperal  pyrexia  following  instrumental 
delivery.  Not  ascertained. 

(5)  No.  of  deaths  occurring  in  cases  included  under 

(4).— Nil. 

(6)  No.  of  cases  of  puerperal  fever  and  puerperal 

pyrexia  where  the  Local  Authority  provided 
assistance  on  the  request  of  medical  practi- 
tioners for — 

Puerperal 

Fever.  Pyrexia. 


(i.)  Consultant  Service  ...  0 2 

(ii.)  Bacteriological  Examinations  0 0 

(iii.)  Skilled  nursing  at  home  0 0 

(iv.)  Hospital  Treatment  ...  4 2 


(7)  Observations  on  the  working  of  the  Regu- 
lations, including  any  remarks  on  the  extent 
to  which  assistance  is  sought  by  and  granted 
to  medical  practitioners. 

Only  on  two  occasions  has  consultant 
service  been  requested  and  given,  but  in 
no  case  has  Bacteriological  Examination 
of  specimens  been  required.  It  has  been 
pointed  out  to  medical  practitioners  that 
skilled  nursing  at  home  is  not  a service  that 
can  be  conveniently  supplied  in  Stirlingshire. 

XXV. — Other  Provisions  (e.g.,  treatment  of  pneu- 
monia and  bronchitis  ; after-care  of  cases 
of  poliomyelitis  anterior  acuta). — None. 
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TREATMENT  OF  VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

In  connection  with  the  new  Royal  Infirmary  at  Stirling,  a 
thoroughly  up-to-date  treatment  centre  for  venereal  diseases 
was  opened  in  1929,  and  the  clinic  adjacent  to  the  old  Infir- 
mary buildings  has  accordingly  been  closed.  The  days  and 
hours  for  attendance  at  the  new  centre  are  the  same  as  before , 
namely  : — 

Monday,  ...  5.30  to  7 p.m.,  ...  for  males. 

Wednesday,  ...  5.30  to  7 p.m.,  ...  for  males. 

Thursday,  ...  5.30  to  7 p.m.,  ...  for  females. 

The  following  is  an  excerpt  from  the  Report  by  the  Medical 
Officer  at  the  Centre. 

“ The  year  has  been  eventful  ; we  have  moved  into  premises 
built  especially  for  the  purpose,  and  beds  for  the  treatment  of 
in-patients  have  been  provided. 

“ The  numbers  both  of  new  patients  and  of  total  attendances 
have  increased  ; but  the  large  numbers  are  managed  far  more 
easily  in  the  new  block  than  in  the  old  room  in  Spittal  Street. 
The  figures  for  last  year  and  this  are  429  and  509  ; and  9,369 
and  10,609  respectively. 

“ Recently  an  orderly  has  been  appointed,  and  he  has  shown 
himself  to  be  an  active  and  willing  worker.  It  is  too  early 
as  yet  to  appreciate  the  value  of  his  work. 

“ The  beds  at  the  clinic  have  been  of  great  value  for  routine 
work.  There  is  active  co-operation  with  the  wards  of  the  Royal 
Infirmary  and  the  Maternity  Block,  as  well  as  with  outside 
doctors. 

“ A case  of  great  professional  interest  was  a boy  with  a 
severe  attack  of  gonorrhoea,  which  was  very  resistant  to  treat- 
ment. After  some  weeks  of  active  treatment,  he  absented, 
himself  for  a couple  of  months  or  so,  and  then  came  back. 
Anticipating  reproof  he  explained  that  he  had  been  very  ill 
with  pneumonia,  first  in  one  lung  and  then  in  the  other.  Mean- 
while he  had  had  no  treatment  for  his  gonorrhoea  but  appar- 
ently it  was  cured  ! 


DIABETES— PROVISION  OF  INSULIN. 

Under  the  Public  Health  (Scotland)  Amendment  Act,  1925, 
Public  Health  Authorities  were  empowered  to  make  arrange- 
ments for  the  provision  of  the  drug  insulin  to  persons  suffering 
from  diabetes  and  who,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Local  Authority, 
require  assistance  in  obtaining  the  drug.  The  Act,  however, 
excluded  certain  persons  ahead}'  provided  for  out  of  public 
funds,  that  is  to  say — 
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(a)  Insured  persons  under  the  National  Insusance  Acts  ; 

and 

(b)  Poor  persons  who  may  receive  Poor  Law  Medical 

Relief  from  Parish  Councils. 

The  arrangements  made  in  this  County  are  that  when  the 
medical  attendant  of  any  patient,  to  whom  the  Act  applies, 
is  of  opinion  that  insulin  would  be  beneficial,  he  may,  in  order 
to  avoid  delay,  apply  to  me  direct.  If  satisfied  that  the  case  is  one 
that  comes  within  the  County  Scheme,  I then  order  a supply 
from  the  Department  of  Health  to  be  sent  direct  to  the  medical 
attendant.  The  Department,  I may  say,  have  made  arrange- 
ments whereby  certain  manufacturers  of  insulin  supply  the 
drug  to  Local  Authorities  at  a special  rate. 

Any  case,  so  supplied,  is  of  course  subject  to  review  by  the 
Local  Authority  when  necessary. 

During  the  year,  1929,  four  new  applications  for  supplies 
of  the  drug  were  granted.  That  makes  a total  of  10  persons 
who  were  in  receipt  of  supplies  of  the  drug  as  at  the  end  of 
the  year.  The  total  quantity  of  insulin  ordered  for  these 
amounted  to  64,000  units.  The  dose  administered  ranged  from 
10  to  40  units  per  day. 

RIVERS  POLLUTION  PREVENTION. 

Practically  no  complaint  was  received  during  the  year 
with  regard  to  the  undue  pollution  of  rivers  and  streams  within 
the  County,  and  it  would  seem  that  as  a rule  the  owners  of 
industrial  concerns  are  doing  their  best  to  take  all  practicable 
and  reasonably  available  means  ” to  prevent  pollution. 

Near  the  end  of  August,  however,  my  Sanitary  Inspector 
observed  that  Manuel  Burn  in  the  parish  of  Muiravonside  was 
black  in  appearance  and  seemed  to  be  polluted  by 
coal  washings  from  some  colliery,  but  it  could  not  be 
ascertained  how  the  coal  washings  had  gained  access  to  t e 
stream.  A sample  of  the  burn  water  was  sent  for  analysis 
and  the  analysts,  Messrs  Tatlock  & Thomson,  stated  that  it 
“ contained  some  black  suspended  matter,  the  organic  matter 
being  the  carbonaceous  matter  of  coal  and  the  mineral  mat  er 
consisting  of  clay.  This  suspended  matter  is  evidently  derived 
from  the  washing  of  coal  and  is  fully  twice  the  minimum  uni 
of  2-8  grains  per  gallon  recommended  by  the  Royal  Commission 
on  Sewage  Disposal,  in  the  effluent  from  coal  washing,  lhey 
suggested  that  ‘ in  a number  of  cases  this  standard  might  have 
to  be  relaxed.’  ” The  burn  is  being  kept  under  observation. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS. 

Excluding  burghs,  the  total  number  of  samples  taken  under 
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the  above  Acts  during  the  year  was  177  as  shown  in  Table  XI. 
Seventeen  of  the  samples  were  reported  not  genuine,  but  of 
these  12  were  taken  informally.  In  one  of  the  other  non- 
genuine  samples — a sample  of  milk  which  was  4 per  cent, 
deficient  in  milk  fat — proceedings  were  instituted  and  a fine 
of  £2  2s  was  imposed.  In  every  other  case  in  which  the  sample 
was  found  not  genuine  the  vendor  was  duly  warned. 

TABLE  XI. — SAMPLES  TAKEN  UNDER  THE  SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS 
ACTS  DURING  THE  YEAR  1929. 


Central  District 

Eastern  District 

Western 

Nature  of  Samples 

Total 

North 

South 

North 

South 

District 

Butter  

1 

5 

3 

1 

2 

12 

Cheese  

1 

5 

1 

1 

8 

Coffee  

1 

1 

Cream  

,,, 

1 

1 

2 

Flour  

1 

1 

2 

Lard  

2 

2 

2 

1 

7 

Margarine  

2 

5 

•i 

1 

2 

14 

MUk  (Sweet) 

10 

15 

18 

20 

14 

77 

Oatmeal 

1 

1 

2 

Pepper  ...  

... 

2 

2 

4 

Sugar  

3 

1 

i 

5 

Tea  

... 

1 

1 

Miscellaneous 

9 

... 

7 

12 

14 

42 

Total  

28 

32 

40 

39 

38 

177 

Certified  Genuine 

28 

28 

36 

33 

35 

160 

Certified  Not  Genuine 

0 

4 

4 

6 

3 

17 

Proceedings  Taken 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

Proceedings  Successful 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 
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DISTRICT  REPORTS. 


CENTRAL  DISTRICT. 


HOUSING. 

New  Buildings — Northern  Area — From  the  Northern  part 
of  the  District  36  plans  in  all  were  submitted  to  and  approved 
by  the  Committee.  Of  these,  eleven  were  for  new  buildings 
and  twenty-five  for  alterations  and  additions  to  existing  build- 
ings. The  plans  for  new  buildings  provided  for  the  erection 
of  43  new  dwellings,  one  of  which  was  merely  a temporary 
wood  bothy  of  one  apartment.  Four  of  the  houses  were  of 
two  apartments  23  of  three  apartments,  13  of  four 
apartments,  and  two  of  more  than  four  apartments.  Of 
the  23  three-apartment  houses  21  were  to  be  erected  at  Ban- 
nockburn under  the  local  Authority’s  Housing  Scheme.  Eight 
of  the  plans  for  alterations  and  additions  were  submitted  under 
the  Housing  (Rural  Workers)  Act,  1926. 

Southern  Area. — Nine  plans  were  submitted  from  this  area 
and  all  were  approved  with  one  exception.  Of  the  plans 
approved,  two  were  for  new  dwellings,  five  were  for  additions 
and  alterations,  and  one  was  for  new  sanitary  conveniences 
at  Muirlands  School,  Carronbridge.  The  number  of  new 
houses  provided  was  27,  of  which  two  were  of  two  apartments, 
20  of  three  apartments,  one  of  four  apartments,  and  four  of 
more  than  four  apartments. 

Local  Authority’s  Housing  Schemes. — Mr  Glass  has  again 
kindlv  supplied  me  with  a report  of  the  work  done  under  the 
Housing  Schemes  : — “ For  the  year  ending  31st  December, 
1929,  housing  under  the  Housing  and  Financial  Provisions 
Act,  1924,  was  provided  in  two  areas,  namely  Dennyloanhead 
(2nd  development)  twenty  houses,  and  at  Bannockburn 
(3rd  development)  twenty-one  houses,  all  three  apartments 
of  the  double  storey  cottage  type,  making  a total  of  41  addi- 
tional houses  to  those  already  erected  by  the  Committee.  1 he 
following  table  shows  the  total  number  of  houses  completed 
by  the  Local  Authority  under  the  1919  and  1924  Acts. 
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LOCAL  AUTHORITY’S  SCHEME. 


Rental*  per  Annum. 

i 

3 

4 

5 

3 

4 

5 

Site. 

Act. 

apts. 

apts. 

apts. 

apts. 

apts. 

apts. 

Causewayhead,  ... 

1919 

10 

18 

2 

£22 

£28 

£30 

Cambusbarron,  ... 

1919 

10 

10 

£22 

£26 

East  Plean, 
Bannockburn — 

1919 

18 

12 

2 

£19 

£23  10/- 

£28 

1st  development, 
Bonnybridge  (High- 

1919 

28 

22 

... 

£19 

£23  10/- 

£28 

land  Dykes) — 
1st  development, 

1919 

3 

7 

£20  10/- 

£24  10/- 

2nd  development 
Cowie- — 

1919 

14 

2 

2 

£20  10/- 

£24  10/- 

£28  10/- 

1st  development, 

1919 

17 

3 

... 

£17  10/- 

£22 

... 

Totals  under  1919  Act, 

100 

74 

6 

Bannockburn — 

2nd  development, 

1924 

33 

8 

2 

£19 

£23  10/- 

£28 

3rd  development 
Highland  Dykes — 

1924 

21 

... 

£19 

... 

... 

3rd  development 

1924 

18 

4 

£20  10/- 

£24  10/- 

4th  development, 
Cowie — 

1924 

4 

£20  10/- 

... 

2nd  development, 

1924 

10 

2 

£17  10/- 

£22 

... 

Haggs 

1924 

25 

4 

£17  10/- 

£22 

... 

Banton,  

1924 

12 

£17  10/- 

... 

... 

Kippen,  

1924 

2 

2 

£19 

£23  10/- 

... 

Buchlyvie, 

1924 

4 

£17  10/- 

... 

... 

Fallin,  

1924 

22 

£19 

... 

Queenzieburn, 

Dennyloanhead— 

1924 

30 

£20  3/- 

1st  development, 

1924 

20 

£20  10/- 

... 

2nd  development, 

1924 

20 

£20  10/- 

... 

... 

Totals  under  1024  Act, 

221 

20 

2 

“ It  will  thus  be  noted  that  throughout  the  area  of  the 
Central  District  of  the  County  the  following  houses  have 
been  erected  since  the  commencement  in  1919. 

3 apartment  cottages  ...  ...  321 

4 do.  do.  94 

5 do.  do.  ...  ...  8 


Total, 
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“Under  the  Housing,  etc.,  Acts,  1923-4  and  5, up  to  30th 
September,  1929,  grants  of  £100  per  house  were  made  to  per- 
sons building  for  private  enterprise,  but  owing  to  a revision 
as  at  1st  October,  1929,  the  amount  of  Government  Subsidy 
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was  reduced  and  in  consequence  the  Local  Authority’s  grant 
of  £100  per  house  previously  paid  was  reduced  to  a sum  of 
£75  per  house.  During  the  year  applications  for  Subsidy  for 
16  houses  were  received  and  Certificates  “ A ” granted  accord- 
ingly. 

“ The  following  particulars  give  the  whole  extent  of  private 
building  for  which  Subsidy  has  been  approved  and  granted 
since  the  commencement  of  the  Acts. 


Type. 

; 

Vo.  of  houses  for 
vhich  Certificate 
“ A ” has  been 
granted. 

Total. 

No.  of  houses  for 
which  Certificate 
“ B ” has  been 
granted. 

Total 

2 

Apart. 

3 

Apart. 

4 

Apart. 

5 

Apart. 

3 

Apart. 

4 

Apart. 

5 

Apart. 

One-Storey  Houses. 

12 

13 

25 

n 

14 

25 

Two-Storey  Houses. 

14 

19 

28 

61 

14 

12 

27 

53 

Flats. 

*24 

24 

22 

22 

Tenements 

4 

-• 

3 

1 

8 

... 

Totals 

4 

50 

35 

29 

118 

47 

26 

27 

100 

* Note. — Twenty-two  flatted  houses  since  transferred  to 
Denny  Burgh. 


“ Housing  (Rural  Workers)  Act,  1926.— It  is  interesting 
to  note  that  more  applications  for  Grants  are  being  received 
than  formerly.  The  Act  provides  generally  for  the  improve- 
ment of  rural  dwellings  occupied  by  agricultural  workers  and 
other  persons  whose  economic  conditions  are  similar  to  those 
of  agricultural  workers.  The  Local  Authorities  have  prepared 
a scheme  which  has  been  approved  by  the  Department  of 
Health  for  Scotland  whereby  Grants  up  to  a maximum  of 
£100  per  house  or  two-thirds  of  the  cost,  whichever  be  the  less, 
may  be  granted  upon  fulfilling  the  conditions  laid  down  in  the 
Local  Authority’s  Scheme. 

“ During  the  year  nineteen  applications  have  been  received 
and  approved  for  payment  of  Grants  and  seven  houses  were 
completed  and  Grants  amounting  to  the  sum  of  £551  were 
paid.” 

Housing  Acts. — The  following  is  a copy  of  a Report  to 
the  Scottish  Board  of  Health,  for  the  year  ended  31st  Decem- 
ber, 1929,  on  proceedings  taken  as  regards  the  Inspection, 
Improvement,  and  Closure  of  Dwelling-houses  : 


A. — Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations 
(Scotland)  1928. 

1.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  iaspected 

2.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  on  inspection 

were  considered  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous 
or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation 

3.  Number  of  representations  made  to  the  Local 

Authority  with  a view  to  the  making  of 
closing  orders 

4.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

closing  orders  were  made  ...  

5.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  the  defects  in  which 

were  remedied  without  either  the  making  of 
closing  orders  or  the  service  of  notices  under 
Section  3 (1)  of  the  Housing  (Scotland)  Act, 
1925  

6.  Number  of  dwelling- houses  which  after  the 

making  of  closing  orders  were  put  into  a 
fit  state  for  human  habitation 


B. — Housing  (Scotland)  Act,  1925. 

1.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  under  Section  3 (1) 

2.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  for 

human  habitation  under  Section  3 (1) 

3.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

closing  orders  were  deemed  to  bare  become 
operative  under  Section  3 (1) 

4.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  for 

human  habitation  by  the  Local  Authority 
under  Section  3 (2) 

5.  Number  of  cases  where  intimations  were  given 

under  Section  20  (1)  as  to  insufficient  water- 
closet  accommodation  : — 

(a)  Cases  where  requirement  complied 
with  by  owners 

(b)  Cases  where  works  carried  out  by 
Local  Authority  after  failure  of 
owners  to  do  so 

(c)  Cases  still  pending  

6.  Number  of  houses  of  (a)  one  apartment,  and  (b) 

two  apartments  for  the  erection  of  which  the 
consent  of  the  Local  Authority  has  been 
given  in  terms  of  Section  111 
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C. — Housing,  Town  Planning,  &c.  (Scotland)  Act,  1919. 

1.  Number  of  cases  where  notices  were  served 
under  Section  40  (1)  to  provide  dwelling- 
houses  with  water  supply : — 

(a)  Cases  where  requirements  complied 

with  by  owners  ...  ...  ...  22 

(b)  Cases  where  works  carried  out  by 

Local  Authority  after  failure  of 
owners  to  do  so  ...  ...  ...  — 

(c)  Cases  still  pending  ...  ...  ...  43 

Most  of  the  “ Cases  still  pending  ” refer  to  property 
belonging  to  a Colliery  Company  whose  pits  are 
meantime  not  working. 

HOUSING  IMPROVEMENT  SCHEME. 

In  the  month  of  August,  I submitted  a report  to  the  Central 
District  Committee  in  similar  form  to  that  submitted  to  the 
Eastern  District  Committee  the  previous  year.  The  follow- 
ing is  the  gist  of  my  report,  but  for  economy  of  space  I have 
omitted  the  more  detailed  tables  and  have  given  a summary 
of  the  facts  : — 

Proposed  Clearance  Scheme. 

The  data  are  now  available  with  regard  to  houses  in  the  Central 
District  in  such  a condition  as  to  be  undesirable  for  occupation. 

It  may  be  said  that  some  of  the  owners  of  these  undesirable 
houses  would  welcome  their  closure,  but  the  Local  Authority 
have  been  powerless  to  take  the  necessary  steps  as  no  houses 
were  available  suitable  to  the  kind  of  tenants  that  would  have 
been  displaced. 

Our  policy  with  regard  to  houses  of  this  type  has  been  to 
close  them  for  occupation  whenever  they  were  found  empty. 
The  difficulty,  however,  was  that  very  often  such  a house  was 
re-tenanted  before  we  were  aware  that  it  had  been  empty. 
Unfortunately  there  are  still  some  people  whose  chief  consider- 
ation in  getting  a house  would  appear  to  be  cheapness,  although 
they  may  be  able  to  pay  the  rent  of  a good  house. 

On  the  other  hand  there  are  in  the  Central  District  many 
decent  people  of  the  working  class  who  would  be  glad  of  a 
good  house,  but  who  are  really  unable  because  of  their  economic 
circumstances  to  pay  the  rentals  which  have  to  be  charged 
for  the  ordinary  houses  provided  by  the  Local  Authority. 

The  result  has  been  that,  while  the  Local  Authorities  have 
provided  houses  with  rents  within  the  reach  of  the  more  for- 
tunate of  the  working  classes,  practically  nothing  has  been 
done  up  till  now  to  provide  houses  within  the  means  of  the  less 
fortunate,  whose  housing  conditions,  it  need  hardly  be  pointed 
out,  appeal  most  clamantly  of  all  for  betterment. 


46 


It  is  well  that  this,  the  most  urgent  side  of  the  housing 
problem,  has  been  for  a considerable  time  engaging  the  atten- 
tion both  of  the  Central  Government  Department  and  of  Local 
Authorities  generally. 

In  September  of  1928  I presented  a detailed  report  to  the 
Eastern  District  Committee  of  the  County,  in  which  it  was 
pointed  out  that  in  this  country  practically  all  houses  for  the 
working  classes  used  to  be  provided  by  private  enterprise, 
but  for  years  before  the  Great  War  housing  as  an  investment 
had  for  various  reasons  ceased  to  attract  capital,  so  that  there 
was  not  a sufficient  supply  of  new  houses  to  replace  those 
worn  out,  and  also  to  meet  the  needs  of  an  increasing 
population. 

During  the  Great  War  house  building  stopped  almost 
entirely.  Many  houses  also  fell  into  disrepair,  and  others  that 
were  ripe  for  closing  were  allowed  to  be  inhabited  as  there  were 
not  sufficient  houses  to  go  round. 

The  Government,  in  their  extremity  after  the  Great  War, 
passed  the  Housing  Act  of  1919,  by  which  they  and  the  Local 
Authorities  definitely  shouldered  the  responsibility  of  pro- 
viding houses  for  the  working  classes. 

Since  then  other  Housing  Acts  have  been  passed,  one  of  the 
aims  of  which  has  been  by  means  of  subsidies  to  stimulate 
private  enterprise  as  far  as  possible  to  provide  houses  for  the 
working  classes  and  thus  seconding  the  efforts  of  the  Locai 
Authorities. 

The  net  result  has  been  that  in  the  Central  District  394 
houses  have  been  built  under  the  Local  Authority’s  schemes 
and  203  by  private  enterprise  up  till  the  end  of  1928. 

As  I have  pointed  out,  however,  these  houses,  by  reason 
of  their  rents,  are  only  available  for  the  more  fortunate  of  the 
working  people. 

Before  taking  any  step  towards  bettering  the  housing  con- 
ditions of  the  other  class,  it  was  absolutely  necessary  for  each 
Local  Authority  to  have  exact  details  especially  of  the  housing 
and  economic  conditions  of  that  class. 

In  the  report,  already  mentioned,  to  the  Eastern  District 
it  was  shown  that  no  fewer  than  548  houses  were  in  such 
a condition  that  they  could  best  be  dealt  with  under  the 
“ Slum  Clearance  ” sections  of  the  Housing  Acts. 

That  report  received  great  consideration  from  the  Eastern 
District  Committee,  who,  as  a result,  applied  to  the  County 
Council  for  approval  to  a scheme  of  two  hundred  houses  in  the 
first  instance  to  replace  undesirable  houses  which  would 
subsequently  be  demolished. 

The  report  and  application  came  before  a meeting  of  the 
County  Finance  and  General  Purposes  Committee  in  June, 
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when  it  was  thought  advisable  to  defer  consideration  of  the 
matter  until  the  Central  District  Committee  and  the  Western 
District  Committee  had  before  them  reports  similar  to  that 
presented  by  the  County  Medical  Officer  to  the  Eastern  Dis- 
trict, so  that  the  Central  and  Western  District  Committees 
might  also  bring  their  requirements  before  the  County  Council, 
thus  enabling  the  County  Finance  and  General  Purposes  Com- 
mittee at  their  meeting  in  September  to  deal  with  the  question 
from  the  point  of  view  of  the  requirements  of  the  County  as 
a whole. 

I thereupon  undertook  to  do  all  I could  to  have  the  neces- 
sary information  in  time  for  the  Central  and  Western  Districts 
and  to  present  a report  to  each  of  these  Committees,  so  that 
consideration  of  this  extremely  important  matter  should  not 
really  be  delayed. 

The  following  summary — Table  No.  (1)  will  repay  close 
study,  as  it  summarises  the  figures  in  connection  with  the 
parishes  of  the  Northern  Area  and  of  the  Southern  Area  separ- 
ately, and  in  the  last  line  gives  the  totals  for  the  Central  Dis- 
tricts as  a whole. 

The  summary  shows  that  there  were  399  houses  scheduled 
in  the  whole  of  the  Central  District,  made  up  of  216  in  the 
Northern  Area  and  183  in  the  Southern. 

Of  the  399  houses  325  are  occupied  and  74  unoccupied. 

The  325  occupied  houses  comprise  82  of  one -apartment, 
204  of  two-apartments,  and  39  of  three  or  more  apartments. 

The  74  unoccupied  houses  comprise  25  of  one-apartment 
27  of  two-apartments  and  12  of  three  or  more  apartments 

As  obtained  from  the  Valuation  Roll  the  total  rental  of  all 
the  scheduled  properties  amounts  to  £2111  4s  2d,  and  the 
inmates  at  the  time  of  Survey  numbered  1371,  those  over  ten 
years  being  905  and  those  under  ten  years,  466. 

On  the  basis  of  allowing  three  adults  per  apartment,  39 
of  the  houses  were  found  to  be  overcrowded,  23  of  the  39  being 
of  one-apartment  and  16  of  two-apartments. 


SUMMARY  OF  PARISHES  (TABLE  No.  1). 
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The  summary  No.  2 shows  that  of  the  scheduled  houses 
39  were  found  to  be  overcrowded,  23  being  in  the  Northern 
Area,  and  16  in  the  Southern. 

The  39  overcrowded  houses  comprised  23  of  one-apartment 
and  16  of  two-apartments. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  none  of  the  scheduled  houses  in  the 
Parishes  of  Gargunnock,  Kippen,  Logie  and  Stirling  was 
considered  to  be  overcrowded. 

The  population  of  the  overcrowded  houses  numbered  288, 
of  whom  173  were  over  ten  years  and  115  were  under  ten. 

Of  the  173  over  ten  years,  71  were  living  in  one-apartment 
houses  and  102  in  houses  of  two-apartments. 

Of  the  115  under  ten  years,  74  were  living  in  houses  of  one- 
apartment  and  41  in  houses  of  two-apartments. 


No.  of  overcrowded  houses.  Population  living  in  overcrowded  houses. 
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QUESTION  OF  NEW  HOUSES. 

The  question  of  the  provision  of  new  houses  to  replace  the 
old  unfit  houses  requires  much  careful  consideration. 

From  the  Tables  it  will  be  seen  that  the  houses  scheduled 
are  so  scattered  as  to  cover  a considerable  area.  In  this  con- 
nection it  may  be  pointed  out  that  there  is  no  necessity  to  build 
the  new  houses  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  those  to  be  demol- 
ished. It  would  in  fact  be  better  from  the  point  of  view  of 
economy  and  the  provision  of  the  various  public  services  to 
have  the  new  houses  so  far  as  possible  in  groups  suitable  for 
the  various  areas  and  in  vicinities  convenient  to  existing 
industries  in  which  the  tenants  would  likely  be  absorbed. 
There  is  no  use  building  houses  where  the  people  are  not 
required. 

The  problem  of  the  unfit  house  in  the  Central  District 
is  greatest  by  far  in  St.  Ninians  Parish.  Of  the  total  399  houses 
scheduled  in  the  Central  District,  St.  Ninians  Parish  contains 
183,  and  of  the  325  occupied  houses  which  are  scheduled 
173,  or  fully  half,  are  situated  in  St.  Ninians  Parish. 

From  the  point  of  view  of  numbers  Kilsyth  Parish  ranks 
next  in  importance,  there  being  in  all  109  scheduled  houses  here, 
63  of  which  are  occupied  and  46  unoccupied. 

Of  the  46  unoccupied  houses  in  Kilsyth  Parish  16  are  at 
Gavell,  9 at  Queenzieburn  (Old  Mill),  4 at  Meadowside  and  6 
at  Over  Gavell.  It  is  to  be  pointed  out  that  the  houses  at 
Old  Mill  and  Meadowside  have  really  been  demolished,  but  at 
such  a recent  date  that  it  was  considered  advisable  to  include 
them  in  the  report.  Also,  the  16  at  Gavell  and  the  5 at  Over- 
Gavell  have  been  permanently  closed  by  the  owners,  who  will 
continue  the  policy  of  closing  the  other  houses  at  Gavell  as 
soon  as  they  are  empty.  The  owners  recognise  that  it  would  be 
impossible  to  make  these  houses  meet  modern  requirements. 

Denny  Parish  comes  next  with  a total  of  51  scheduled  houses, 
40  of  which  are  occupied  and  11  unoccupied. 

The  totals  for  the  other  Parishes  are  Gargunnock,  17  (15 
occupied  and  2 unoccupied),  Kippen  20  (17  occupied  and  3 
unoccupied),  and  Logie  and  Stirling  19,  (17  occupied  and  2 
unoccupied). 

Although  the  number  of  unfit  houses  in  St.  Ninians  Parish 
is  much  greater  than  in  any  of  the  others,  a policy  of  housing 
replacement  can  be  formulated  on  a much  more  solid  basis  for 
St.  Ninians  Parish  than  for  the  other  two  industrial  Parishes, 
namely,  Kilsyth  and  Denny. 

The  mining  industry  in  St.  Ninians  Parish  has  been,  and  gives 
promise  of  continuing  to  be,  relatively  busy,  while  in  the  Bank- 
nock  area  of  Kilsyth  Parish,  and  in  the  Longcroft,  Haggs  and 
Dennyloanhead  areas  of  Denny  Parish,  some  of  the  important 
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pits  have  been  closed  down  for  a considerable  time.,  and  at 
present  there  is  no  indication  of  their  being  re-opened. 

The  point  is  that  St.  Ninians  Parish  is  likely  to  offer  for  a 
long  time  an  important  field  of  employment,  while  at  the 
moment  the  question  of  the  future  employment  of  many  of 
the  people  in  the  other  areas  mentioned  is  extremely  nebulous. 

In  the  Parishes  of  Gargunnock,  Kippen,  Logie  and  Stirling 
the  numbers  of  scheduled  houses  are  relatively  small  and  the 
problem  does  not  appear  so  urgent. 

How  the  scheduled  houses  are  to  be  replaced  and  in  what 
numbers  can  best  be  determined  by  those  with  intimate  know- 
ledge of  the  local  prospects  and  conditions. 

It  has  already  been  suggested  that  grouping  of  the 
new  houses  would  offer  certain  advantages.  In  fixing  the 
sites  other  considerations  would  require  to  be  taken  into 
account,  for  example,  existing  water  supplies,  drainage  facili- 
ties, lighting,  scavenging,  means  of  transport. 

The  new  houses  would  need  to  be  built  over  an  extended 
period,  and  their  number  added  to  as  the  industries  absorbed 
more  and  more  workers,  a corresponding  number  of  old  houses 
being  closed.  As  has  been  said,  the  Eastern  District  Committee 
resolved  to  ask  the  County  Council’s  approval  for  the  erection 
of  two  hundred  houses,  which  formed  approximately  two- 
fifths  of  the  number  of  houses  scheduled  in  the  Eastern  District. 
I may  say  that  my  report  tentatively  suggested  that  a sixth 
to  a fourth  might  be  built  in  the  first  instance,  but  the  District 
Committee  after  very  full  consideration  resolved  on  two-fifths. 
How  far  this  may  be  taken  as  a guide  in  estimating  the  re- 
quirements of  the  Central  District  can  only  be  determined  after 
careful  consideration  of  all  the  circumstances. 

After  full  consideration  of  my  report  the  Committee  decided 
to  take  the  same  line  as  had  been  taken  in  the  Eastern  District, 
namely,  to  proceed  with  a scheme  of  building  comprising  two- 
fifths  of  the  325  scheduled  occupied  houses,  that  is  to  say,  with 
130  new  houses  in  the  first  instance. 

In  the  following  table  these  325  houses  are  sub-divided  into 
those  in  the  various  parishes  and  according  to  the  number  of 
apartments  : 


Parish. 

No.  of  occupied  houses. 

Number  of 
new 
houses 
allocated. 

1 apt. 

2 apt. 

3 apt. 
or 

more. 

Total. 

Gargunnock  

0 

0 

3 

15 

6 

Kippen, 

1 

8 

8 

17 

7 

Logie  and  Stirling, 

1 

IS 

3 

17 

4 

St.  Ninians 

45 

108 

20 

173 

69 

Denny,  

12 

24 

4 

40 

16 

Kilsyth, 

17 

45 

i 

03 

25 

Total,  

82 

204 

30 

325 

130 
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As  a ready  and  approximate  means  of  allocating  the  130 
houses  I suggested  that  there  be  allocated  to  each  of  the  parishes 
two-fifths  of  the  actual  number  scheduled.  This  has  been 
shown  in  the  last  column  of  the  foregoing  table  where  it  is 
seen  that  on  this  computation  Gargunnock  Parish  would  get 
6 houses,  Kippen,  7 ; Logie  and  Stirling,  7;  St.  Ninians,  69  ; 
Denny,  16  ; and  Kilsyth,  25. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  water  supply  to  the  District  generally  is  abundant  and 
of  good  quality  and  there  was  no  reason  for  complaint  so  far 
as  could  be  ascertained.  In  a good  many  instances  gravitation 
water  has  been  substituted  for  local  water,  but  so  far,  Rose- 
hill  Cottages,  referred  to  in  previous  reports,  are  without  a 
proper  supply.  The  agents  for  the  proprietors,  however, 
have  definitely  promised  to  attend  to  the  matter. 

Special  Districts. — For  reference,  the  following  is  a note  of 
the  Special  Water  Districts  in  the  Central  District  : — 


Name  of 

Approximate 

Source  of 

District. 

Parish. 

Population. 

SurPLY. 

Bannockburn, 

St.  Ninians, 

4500 

Stirling  and  Fal- 

kirk Scheme. 

Banton,  

Kilsyth 

450 

Local  supply. 

Bonnybridge, 

Denny,  Dunipace  and 

Stirling  and  Fal- 

Kilsyth,   

5000 

kirk  Scheme. 

Cambusbarron, 

St.  Ninians 

1000 

Touch. 

Causewayhead, 

Bogie,  

1000 

Burgh  of  Stirling. 

Cowie,  

St.  Ninians,  ... 

3000 

Stirling  and  Fal- 

kirk Scheme. 

Denny,  

Denny,  

500 

Do. 

East  Plean, 

St.  Ninians 

2000 

Do. 

Gargunnock, 

Gargunnock, 

200 

Local 

Kippen,  

Kippen,  

500 

Local 

Whins  of  Milton,  ... 

St.  Ninians 

500 

Stirling  and  Fal- 

kirk Scheme. 

Mr  Barr,  the 

Sanitary  Inspector 

for  the  Northern  division. 

reports  : — 

“ Kippen.— One  complaint  was  made  regarding  shortage 
which  has  happened  on  former  occasions.  The  Superintendent 
was  blamed,  but  later  it  was  found  to  be  the  private  pipe  to 
the  house  that  was  very  defective  and  the  water  was  escaping 
down  a drain  which  was  not  showing  itself  on  the  surface. 

“ Some  damage  was  done  to  the  main  and  fittings  by  the 
Road  Roller  which  was  working  in  the  village  during  the  sum- 

mer.  , . 

“ A supply  was  given  for  Arngomery  Tennis  Court  and 

Strewiebank  Farm.  _ 

“When  water  from  Ballochleam  Supply  is  drawn  on,  the 

water  is  complained  of  as  it  is  not  filtered. 
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“ Gargunnock. — The  water  has  a very  high  colour,  particu- 
larly during  wet  weather,  and  it  is  not  filtered  either. 

“ Regarding  the  Memorial  Fountain  and  ground  in  which 
it  is  situated,  I was  asked  to  have  it  put  in  order,  re- 
conditioned, and  made  more  becoming  to  the  village.  This  I 
had  done  during  the  summer. 

“ The  private  supply  pipe  for  Mr  M!Laren's  house,  which  is 
taken  off  the  Manse  pipe,  was  adjusted  to  give  a better  supply. 

“Cambusbarron.— Nothing  serious  happened,  only  keeping 
of  the  Works  in  order  and  the  usual  minor  bursts,  etc.,  were  all 
attended  to. 

“ Stirling  and  Falkirk  District  including  Bannockburn,  Whins 
of  Milton,  Chartershall,  Cowie  and  Fallin. — 1 The  supply  is 
abundant  and  appears  to  be  giving  satisfaction. 

“ Non  Special  Water  Supply  Districts. 

“ Greenfoot  Farm,  Gargunnock. — Since  last  report  on  same, 
a new  gravitation  supply  has  been  laid  on  by  the  Proprietor 
and  is  now  considered  satisfactory. 

“ Buchlyvie. — No  complaints  were  received  and  the  supply 
appeared  to  meet  all  demands.” 

For  the  southern  division  of  the  District  Mr  Goldie  reports : — 

“ Banton. — The  water  supply  to  Banton  was  abundant 
throughout  the  year.  On  inspections  the  water  at  the  storage 
tank  at  Glenhead  was  always  found  to  be  overflowing. 

“ The  water  main  pipe  between  High  and  Low  Banton  was 
discovered  to  be  leaking.  The  necessary  repairs  were  made. 
The  fireclay  overflow  pipe  from  the  storage  tank  was  repaired. 
Pillar  wells  Avere  repaired  as  required. 

“ The  6"  fireclay  pipe  that  conveys  the  water  from  the  hill 
springs  near  Drumnessie  to  the  storage  tank  at  Glenhead  will 
require  some  repairs  soon. 

“ Connections  were  made  to  the  water  main  for  a.  water 
supply  to  cottages  at  School  Brae  Road  and  Mill  Road. 

“ The  other  Special  Water  Supply  Districts,  Bonnvbridge, 
Plean  and  Denny,  continue  to  be  supplied  under  the  Stirling- 
shire and  Falkirk  Provisional  Order,  and,  as  in  the  past,  receive 
a plentiful  supply  from  the  Stirlingshire  and  Falkirk  Water 
Board. 

“ During  the  year  new  gravitation  water  supplies  were  laid 
on  to  houses  at  Banknock,  Bonnvbridge,  Dennvloanhead , 
Haircraigs,  Torwood  and  AuchenboAvie. 

“ These  neAV  connections  Avere  made  by  arrangement  with 
the  Stirlingshire  and  Falkirk  Water  Board. 

“ Complaint  Avas  made  regarding  sediment  in  the  Avater 
supply  for  Alloa  Junction  Railway  Cottages,  St.  Ninians  Parish. 
The  Avater  is  taken  from  an  iron  pipe  at  the  side  of  the  railway. 
A sample  of  the  Avater  Avas  taken  and  submitted  for  analysis. 


The  analysts’  report  showed  the  presence  of  oxide  of  iron  in 
the  water.  The  water  was  free  from  animal  matter  or  sewage, 
and  fairly  soft. 

“ Outwith  Special  Water  Supply  Districts. 

“ Queenzieburn  and  Gavell. — The  water  supply  to  these 
places  continues  to  be  sufficient. 

“ For  the  forty  houses  at  the  Queenzieburn  Housing  Scheme 
the  water  supply  is  by  agreement  with  the  Burgh  of  Kilsyth, 
the  water  being  conveyed  by  a 2"  pipe  from  the  Kilsyth  Burgh 
water  main  near  Meadowside.” 

WATER  ANALYSES. 

Only  four  samples  of  water  were  taken  for  analysis  during 
1929  and  the  analysts’  figures  for  these  are  given  in  Table  XII. 

Sample  Number  1 was  taken  from  Broomridge  Farm,  St. 
Ninians  parish,  and  was  found  polluted.  On  communicating 
with  the  factor  for  the  owner  of  the  farm,  however,  I was 
informed  that  the  matter  was  receiving  attention  and  that  a 
new  and  proper  supply  would  be  provided  at  an  early  date. 

Numbers  2 and  3 from  streams  at  Easter  Culbowie  and  Clay- 
faulds,  Buchlyvie,  respectively,  were  taken  at  the  request  of  the 
agent  for  the  superior  who  intended  introducing  a new  supply 
to  Easter  Culbowie.  The  sample  from  the  stream  on  Easter 
Culbowie  farm  was  found  quite  satisfactory  and  that  source 
was  accordingly  selected.  The  other  sample  showed  evidence 
of  pollution. 

Sample  4,  taken  from  an  iron  pipe  at  side  of  the  railway, 
Alloa  junction,  parish  of  St.  Ninians,  was  free  from  pollution, 
but  contained  -09  grain  of  iron  per  gallon  in  solution.  The 
water  from  which  this  sample  was  taken  is  supplied  to  the 
Railway  Cottages. 


56 


1 

o 

H 

<! 

O 

P3 

H 

Ph 

m 

fc 

M 

P3 

cs 


noftvnproy 
-noo  o2e.w3S 

JO  83jS3(X 


(0I=J3JE.\V 
anjjjES  qooi) 
onojoo 


ssanpjEjj 


BsaupiBH 

juatremjax 


ssaupiBH 

Xreioduiax 


■Bjuourtny 

mox 


Einoraray 

piomaraqiy 


xnuouimy 

30.1,1 


sptjos  W°X 


J8JJEH 

ojttbSio 


IBI3HJK 


M 

a 

H 


A 

* 


jjodan 

jo  aj«a 

•°N 


5 o 


CO  CO  O O 
uO  Q C II 


O CO  lO  — < 
Cl  o -?  o 


n h h n 


!'  C H C 

o o o is 
co  co  co  oi 


!>-  o 
o — 
o o 


N CO  00 
C — O © 

O O © o 


o o _ 
o o O © 


Cl  O © CM 
U5  O © 


CM  CO  CO  CO 

ci  © © ao 


t 

O 

£ 


£ 

5 


S| 

I £ 

fc  cS 


5 E 
* 5 
§,  3 
•S’  W 


r c 
i£*  3 

.C  *1 

o 

K I 

«*•< 
•a  « 

= & 

S3 


|§|8 
© ci  © © 


*§  5 

cr 

O w 

„ o 


£ § 


13 


5 a 

>»  o 

5 ^ 


c 2 
© H 


E E E «a 

g 8 S & 

P5  gc  x a* 


o o 
■+0  _ 
g — 


o w 

0 - 
© 

to  g 
=3  O 
£ ~ 

° 1 

03  © 

53  — 
p-  C3 

© 

1 s 

* jg 

— 


JS  © 
s 

?E 

^ o 
g a 
3 S 


If- 

* o 


IE 


3 5.- 

t*  * 

03 


£ 
S "« 

s a e 


H « 

iU 
2 © ■*» 
S j?S 

211 
|ol 
£11 
g of 

l!I 

7 © « 

I © -f= 

a 3 

i|l 

fc  p te 


57 


DRAINAGE. 

For  reference,  I give  below  a note  of  the  Special  Drainage 
Districts.  With  the  exception  of  the  recently  formed  district 
of  Whins  of  Milton,  these  are  pretty  much  the  same  as  when 
they  were  reported  on  bv  me  in  1922. 


Name  of  District. 

Bannockburn, 

Approximate 

population. 

5,000 

Approximate 
amount  of 
sewage  daily. 
Gallons 

150,000 

Banton, 

500 

10,000 

Bonnvbridge, 

5,000 

150,000 

Buchlyvie,  ... 

400 

8,000 

Causewayhead , 

1,000 

30,000 

Cowie, 

3.500 

70,000 

Park  Place, 

350 

10,000 

Plean, 

1,500 

45,000 

WTiins  of  Milton,  ... 

500 

10,000 

The  disposal  of  the  sewage 

of  Bannockburn  by  extension 

the  sewer  to  the  tidal  waters  of  the  Forth  or  otherwise  is 

still  under  consideration. 

At  Banton  the  sewage  works  are  now  somewhat  overtaxed 
on  account  of  the  increase  of  sewage. 

Various  improvements  and  repairs  to  sewers  and  works  in 
the  special  districts  were  carried  out  under  the  supervision 
of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors. 

As  I have  stated  in  former  reports,  there  are  several  places, 
not  in  special  drainage  districts,  which  would  be  greatly 
improved  by  a drainage  system — for  example,  part  of  Buch- 
lyvie,  Kippen,  and  Cambusbarron,  and  it  is  just  possible  that 
under  the  new  regime  of  County  Government  such  schemes  may 
be  more  feasible. 

In  his  annual  report  for  the  Northern  Area  Mr  Barr 
writes  : — 

“ Special  Drainage  Districts. 

“ Bannockburn.— The  Sewage  Works  that  are  out  of  order 
and  the  outfall  drain  referred  to  in  last  Report  the  Committee 
are  still  considering  along  with  a proposed  new  system  of 
sewers  for  the  South  end  of  the  village  of  WTiins  of  Milton. 

“ As  the  difficulties  to  surmount  are  very  considerable  the 
Committee  as  yet  have  not  come  to  a decision  as  how  best  to  do. 

“ Whins  of  Milton. — The  north  end  of  the  village  was  formed 
into  a Special  Drainage  District  in  1928. 

The  South  end  of  the  village  is  very  much  in  need  of  sewers 
and  is  being  considered  along  with  Bannockburn.  Each  half 
of  the  village  is  naturally  graded  in  opposite  directions. 

“ Buchlyvie. — A proper  Drainage  Scheme  has  not  yet  been 
provided  and  the  Village  is  very  much  in  need  of  same. 
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“ The  ditches  into  which  some  of  the  drains  discharge  were 
cleaned.  Where  part  of  the  sewage  pollutes  the  stream  on 
Spittal  Farm,  the  stream  was  fenced  off  to  prevent  the  cattle 
getting  access  to  same. 

“ Under  the  Unemployment  Grant  Scheme  the  Committee 
purpose  considering  this  Village  along  with  others  with  a 
view  to  having  a complete  Scheme  provided. 

“ Causewayhead. — The  sewers  here  discharging  into  the  river 
Forth  which  is  tidal  have  been  sufficient  during  the  year. 

“ Cowie. — Some  parts  of  the  system  of  sewers  being  flat 
owing  to  coal  subsidence  cause  a little  trouble,  but  the  care- 
taker keeps  them  going  with  the  aid  of  Automatic  Flushing 
Tanks. 

“ Non  Special  Drainage  Districts. 

“ Kippen,  Gargunnock,  Cambusbarron  and  Blairlogie. — Each 
of  the  villages  referred  to  are  badly  in  need  of  sewers,  or  a 
Drainage  Scheme. 

“ The  following  remarks  apply  to  each,  viz. — that  at  present 
all  the  soil  and  waste  water  private  drains  discharge  into  road 
drains  that  have  their  outfall  into  ditches  or  streams  which  are 
polluted  thereby. 

“ A few  of  the  houses  have  septic  tanks  and  some  in  places 
not  too  suitable.  All  plans  of  new  buildings  submitted 
for  the  Local  Authority’s  approval,  show  modern  sanitary 
conveniences  with  septic  tanks  and  they  are  all  approved  of 
subject  to  no  nuisance  being  created  at  outfall  of  drains. 

“ The  Plan  and  Report  I was  asked  to  make  for  the 
provision  of  a sewer  for  the  North  End  of  Cambusbarron  is 
still  under  consideration.” 

Mr  Goldie,  Sanitary  Inspector  in  the  southern  area,  reports: — 

“ Special  Drainage  Districts. 

“ Bonnybridge. — The  extension  of  the  sewer  laid  by  the 
Trustees  of  the  Masonic  Lodge  at  Bonnybridge  was  taken  over 
by  the  Committee. 

“ Drainage  connections  were  made  to  the  sewers  at  Bonny- 
bridge and  Dennyloanhead  for  new  buildings. 

“ The  sewers  got  silted  up  at  Dennyloanhead,  Haircraigs 
and  Longcroft.  Considerable  difficulty  was  experienced  in 
clearing  the  sewer  at  Dennyloanhead.  In  last  year's  report 
it  was  stated — “ There  is  evidence  of  subsidence  in  the  Denny- 
loanhead area,  probably  due  to  mineral  workings.  This  may 
affect  the  sewers  in  that  area. 

“ Two  additional  sewer  manholes  were  built,  one  at  Denny- 
loanhead and  the  other  at  Haircraigs.  The  flushing  tank  for 
sewer  at  Muirhead  Road  was  repaired. 

“ Wilful  damage  was  done  to  the  sewer  on  embankment  at 
Longcroft  Sewage  Works.  The  police  investigated  the  matter 
but  were  unable  to  get  proof  as  to  the  guilty  party. 
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‘‘  The  revolving  distributors  at  Longeroft  Sewage  Works 
which  had  been  in  use  for  about  twenty  years  were  repaired 
and  various  necessary  new  fittings  inserted. 

The  ditch  or  small  stream  between  the  Longeroft  Sewage 
Works  and  the  River  Bonny  was  piped  with  12"  fireclay  pipes, 
with  a flood  valve  attached  at  outfall  to  River.  The  bank 
of  the  River  at  these  works  was  pitched  and  repaired. 

“ The  removal  of  solids  from  the  Sewage  Works  has  been 
fairly  well  done  by  neighbouring  farmers. 

“'It  is  proposed  to  make  improvements  at  the  Dennyloan- 
head  Sewage  Works  as  opportunity  permits. 

“ East  Plean. — The  banks  of  the  stream  or  burn  at 
the  Sewage  Works  have  been  strengthened  to  prevent  damage 
to  the  Works  during  floods. 

“ Filtering  improvements  were  made  at  the  irrigation  ground 
at  the  wood. 

“ A new  stob  and  wire  fence  was  erected  at  the  north  and 
west  sides  of  the  Sewage  Works  and  wire  netting  put  on  the 
iron  fence  at  the  east  and  south  sides. 

“ The  solids  are  carted  to  fields. 

“ Banton. — Two  drainage  connections  were  made  to  the 
sewers.  One  was  at  School  Brae  Road  and  the  other  at  the 
Mill  Road.  These  connections  were  granted  subject  to  the  usual 
conditions  applicable  to  Banton. 

“ The  increase  of  sewage  now  treated  at  the  Sewage  Works 
in  field  continues  to  tax  the  works  considerably. 

“ As  previously  stated,  the  hindrance  to  drainage  improve- 
ments is  the  low  assessable  valuation  of  the  district.  In  the 
near  future  this  hindrance  may  be  overcome. 

“ Outwith  Special  Drainage  Districts. 

“ Queenzieburn. — The  new  sewer,  which  was  laid  for  the 
Housing  Scheme,  appears  to  be  functioning  very  successfully, 
and  the  improvements  made  at  the  Sewage  Works  giving 
satisfactory  results. 

“ Stoneywood,  Denny. — The  introduction  of  modern  sanitary 
conveniences  at  the  houses  here  is  hampered  for  lack  of  proper 
sewers  and  sewage  works.  As  the  houses  are  near  the  Burgh  of 
Denny  and  Dunipace  the  question  of  forming  Stoneywood 
and  neighbourhood  into  a Special  Drainage  District  might  be 
considered  favourably  as  the  sewage  might  be  discharged  into 
the  Burgh  sewers  near  Herbertshire  Park  by  agreement  with 
the  Burgh.” 

SCAVENGING. 

Under  this  heading  Mr  Barr  reports  : — 

“ Special  Scavenging  Districts. 

“ Bannockburn. — Two  Scavengers  are  now  employed,  who 
keep  the  streets  of  the  town  in  a fairly  clean  condition. 
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“ Certain  side  streets  are  having  improvements  effected. 

“ The  two  dust  carts  provided  by  the  Committee  when  a 
daily  system  of  collecting  refuse  was  commenced  have  been 
discarded  on  account  of  their  heavy  weight  and  the  steep 
gradient  in  parts  of  the  town. 

“ The  Contractor  was  asked  to  provide  canvas  covered  carts 
which  has  been  done. 

“ The  Coup  is  nearly  filled  up  and  will  require  some  atten- 
tion before  leaving  it  and  entering  on  the  extension  arranged 
for. 

“ The  Committee  are  purposing  providing  a Public  Lava  tor}' 
and  I was  asked  to  provide  a Plan  and  Estimate  for  same. 

‘ ‘ The  Scavengers  also  attend  to  the  Sewage  Works  and  have 
laid  down  Rat  Poison  from  time  to  time  here  and  at  the  Coup 
with  good  results. 

“ Cambusbarron. — Still  the  old  foul  system  of  laying  down 
the  contents  of  the  privy  middens  on  the  streets  before  they 
are  carted  away  continues,  and  the  road  channels  act  as  sewers, 
which  are  swept  daily. 

“ It  is  to  be  hoped  the  long  talked  of  Drainage  District  will 
soon  be  formed  and  thereby  remove  a filthy  state  of  affairs. 

“ Causewayhead. — The  removal  of  the  contents  of  the  dust- 
bins three  times  weekly  continues  to  be  done  very  satisfactorily. 

“ Douglas  Terrace,  Dowan  Place,  Northend  Road,  Birkhill 
Road,  Park  Place,  Dalmorglen  Park,  and  Polmaise  Road,  known 
as  Park  Place,  etc. — This  District  was  formed  into  a Special 
Scavenging  District  during  the  year.  The  dustbins  are  emptied 
three  times  weekly  and  the  Contractor  has  done  his  work  very 
well. 

“ I arranged  for  the  use  of  a Coup  at  the  old  Lime  ELilns, 
Cambusbarron. 

“ Buchlyvie. — The  Village  was  formed  into  a Special  Dis- 
trict during  the  year  simply  for  the  purpose  of  having  a 
Coup  for  the  use  of  the  Ratepayers. 

“ The  Privy  Ashpit  system  continues  which  is  attended  to 
by  the  Owners. 

“ Like  other  villages  in  the  District  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the 
Drainage  Scheme  will  be  completed  soon,  whereby  a proper 
Scavenging  System  could  be  introduced. 

“ Non  Special  Scavenging  Districts. 

“ Fallin,  Millhall,  Loanhead,  Cowie,  and  Manor  Powis. — 

All  these  houses  belong  to  Coal  Companies  and  have  W.C.’s 
which  permit  of  ash  bins  being  used  and  they  are  empt  ied  every 
second  day,  except  part  of  the  Cowie  Rows  which  are  not  yet 
converted  from  the  Privy  Ashpit  system  to  the  W.C.  one. 

“ The  Housing  Schemes  at  Woodside  Crescent,  Fallin,  and 
at  Ochilview,  Cowie,  have  also  ashbins  ; they  not  being  within 
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a Special  District  I arrange  contracts  for  the  removal  of  refuse 
three  times  weekly. 

“ Buchlyvie,  Kippen,  Gargunnock  and  Biairlogie. — All  have 
still  the  Privy  Ashpit  system  which  the  owners  attend  to.” 

For  the  southern  area  Mr  Goldie  reports  : — 

“ Special  Scavenging  Districts. 

“ Bonnybridge. — This  District  is  divided  into  three  sections, 
namely,  Bonnybridge,  Dennyloanhead  and  Banknock.  The 
work  in  the  three  sections  is  done  by  the  same  contractors  who 
had  the  contracts  the  previous  year. 

“ The  contractor  for  the  Banknock  Section  provides  a coup 
at  his  farm  at  Dennyloanhead. 

“ He  requested  that  the  refuse  from  the  Dennyloanhead 
Section  might  be  deposited  at  his  coup.  This  is  now  done. 

“ The  refuse  from  Bonnybridge  is  still  taken  to  the  coup  at 
Easter  Seam  ores  Farm,  Dennyloanhead. 

“ The  work  continues  to  be  fairly  well  done. 

“ There  is  a prospect  of  the  District  being  enlarged  to  include 
the  houses  at  Dennyloanhead  Housing  Scheme,  and  some 
houses  at  Haircraigs. 

“ East  Plean. — The  scavenging  is  fairly  well  done  by  the 
contractor.  The  coup  at  an  old  quarry  is  used  also  by  the 
Plean  Colliery  Company,  the  owners,  for  depositing  furnace 
ashes  and  the  refuse  from  their  houses  at  Bore  Row,  Plean. 

“ Outwith  Special  Scavenging  Districts. 

“ Queenzieburn. — The  scavenging  at  Queenzieburn  Rows  and 
Gavell  is  done  by  Messrs  William  Baird  & Company.  They 
also  remove  the  household  refuse  weekly  from  the  Housing 
Scheme.  The  Company  take  a keen  interest  in  the  work. 

“ Banton. — The  emptying  of  ashpits  is  reasonably  well 
done  at  Low  Banton.  The  scavenging  for  the  houses  at  the 
Housing  Scheme  is  done  by  a contractor  once  in  three  weeks. 
The  village  coup  lately  has  been  kept  in  better  order. 

“ Torwood. — The  ashpits  and  surroundings  are  not  too  well 
kept  at  several  of  the  cottages. 

The  tenants  at  some  of  the  houses  have  been  experiencing 
difficulty  in  getting  the  ashpits  emptied.  A local  farmer  who 
used  to  do  this  work  has  stopped  doing  so  meantime. 

“ Fankerton,  Denny. — The  Carrongrove  Paper  Company 
continue  to  engage  a local  carting  contractor  to  remove  the 
refuse  from  their  houses  at  Fankerton  to  a coup  a good  distance 
from  the  houses.  On  inspection  this  coup  is  sometimes  found 
to  be  not  kept  as  it  should  be.” 

NUISANCES. 

The  number  of  nuisances  formally  dealt  with  by  intimation 
under  Section  19  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  was  96,  and  no  legal 


62 


proceedings  were  found  necessary.  Besides  these,  many 
nuisances  were  remedied  after  verbal  intimation  to  the  authors. 

SANITARY  CONVENIENCES. 

Progress  continues  to  be  made  with  the  work  of  providing 
sufficient  water  closets  to  houses  not  already  provided  with  such 
conveniences.  As  will  be  seen  from  the  formal  statement  of 
work  done  under  the  Housing  Acts,  the  number  of  cases  where 
the  requirements  were  complied  with  by  the  owners  was  65, 
and  in  addition  there  are  79  instances  in  which  action  is  still 
pending.  Most  of  these  latter  refer  to  houses  in  connection 
with  a colliery  which  is  meantime  not  working. 

SLAUGHTER-HOUSES  AND  MEAT  INSPECTION. 

The  number  of  Slaughter-house  licences  renewed  was  12, 
and  in  addition  a licence  was  granted  to  a fishery  Company  to 
slaughter  horses. 

The  slaughter  houses  on  inspection  were  found  to  be  fairly 
well  kept.  As  mentioned  in  my  last  annual  report  the  days 
and  hours  of  Slaughtering  at  the  various  places  are  now  fixed 
by  the  Local  Authority  in  terms  of  the  Meat  Inspection  Regu- 
lations (Scotland)  1923. 

In  order  to  give  effect  to  the  recommendation  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Health  that  adequate  meat  inspection  be  carried  out  at 
the  Scottish  Bacon  Curing  Factory,  Cornton  Road,  Stirling, 
the  County  Veterinary  Inspector  undertook  to  pay  a daily 
visit  to  that  establishment  and  to  examine  the  carcases  of  the 
animals  killed  on  the  premises  and  the  imported  bacon  used 
in  the  factory. 

In  the  course  of  his  duties  as  Meat  Inspector  the  County 
Veterinary  Inspector  examined  the  carcases  of  1757  pigs,  79 
cows,  146  calves,  2 heifers,  3 bulls,  8 bullocks,  and  12  sheep. 

The  following  were  condemned  on  account  of  tuberculosis  : — 
carcases  and  organs  of  4 pigs,  3 cows,  and  1 bullock;  heads  of 
100  pigs,  and  1 cow;  viscera  of  14  pigs  and  8 cows;  forequarters 
and  lungs  of  2 pigs;  lungs  of  32  cows;  and  livers  of  6 cows. 

From  causes,  other  than  tuberculosis,  the  following  in  addi- 
tion were  condemned  : — livers  of  4 pigs  (cirrhosis) ; livers  of  3 
cows  (distomiasis) ; one  side  of  imported  Irish  bacon  (decompo- 
sition); one  quarter  of  imported  Dutch  bacon  (abscess)  one 
quarter  of  imported  Dutch  bacon  (fractured  femur  and  con- 
sequent extravasation  of  blood). 

FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACT. 

Under  the  sanitary  provisions  of  the  above  Act,  127  inspec- 
tions were  made,  28  of  these  being  of  factories  and  99  of  work- 
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shops.  Only  one  Nuisance,  of  a minor  na.ture,  was  found  and 
was  remedied  on  the  matter  being  brought  to  the  notice  of  the 
proprietor. 

DAIRIES. 

In  his  annual  report,  Mr  M'Gregor,  the  County  Veterinary 
Inspector,  writes  as  follows  : — 

“ In  accordance  with  Section  4 (5)  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies 
(Scotland)  Act,  1914,  I have  the  honour  to  submit  the  report 
on  the  veterinary  inspection  of  cattle  in  the  dairy  herds  of  the 
Central  District  of  the  County  of  Stirling,  for  the  year  ending 
31st  December,  1929. 

“ a.  Two  incidents  which  occurred  during  the]  year  fall 
to  be  noted. 

(1 ) “ Clean  Milk  Tests. 

Arrangements  were  made,  in  conjunction  with  the  West  of 
Scotland  Agricultural  College,  to  institute  a series  of  Clean  Milk 
Tests  for  the  benefit  of  milk  producers  in  the  District. 

“ (2)  Foot  and  Mouth  Disease. 

Owing  to  the  outbreak  of  Foot  and  Mouth  Disease  which 
occurred  during  the  autumn  on  farms  in  Lanarkshire  and  Dum- 
bartonshire, adjacent  to  the  border  of  Stirlingshire,  the  regular 
inspection  of  dairy  herds  was  suspended  for  several  weeks 
while  I was  engaged  examining  other  stock  in  the  County, 
in  connection  with  my  duties  under  the  Disease  of  Animals 
Acts.  A large  portion  of  the  Central  District  was  included  in 
the  area  in  which  restriction  of  movement  of  cattle  was  pro- 
hibited, and  routine  inspection  of  dairy  herds  during  that 
period  would  have  been  unwise. 

“ No  administrative  difficulties  were  encountered  during 
the  year’s  work. 

“ b.  (1)  In  the  District  there  are  147  registered  dairies  con- 
taining 2072  cows,  and  the  statutory  annual  inspection  of  the 
cattle  in  these  herds  was  carried  out  during  the  year. 

“ (2)  In  addition  there  are  within  the  District,  30  premises 
which  are  not  registered  dairies,  but  from  which  milk  is  sold 
in  small  quantities.  Each  of  these  farms  was  inspected  during 
the  year,  and  the  cows,  numbering  250,  clinically  examined. 

“ In  all,  198  inspections  were  made,  and  2754  cows  examined. 

“ c.  (1)  The  general  condition  and  cleanliness  of  the  cattle 
in  the  District  were  good. 

(2)  No  instances  were  observed  during  the  year  in  which  the 
quality  of  milk  was  adversely  affected  by  the  nature  of  the 
fodder  or  diet.  There  falls  to  be  noted  a growing  interest  on 
the  part  of  farmers  in  the  question  of  balancing  the  ration 
and  feeding  cows  according  to  production,  but  the  interest  in 
the  subject  is  not  yet  widespread. 
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“ (3)  Seventy-three  cows  were  found  with  abnormal  udders. 

“ Nine  of  these  exhibited  symptoms  that  were  suggestive 
of  tuberculosis  of  the  udder,  and  a bacteriological  examination 
of  the  milk  from  these  cows  was  carried  out  which  proved 
positive  for  tubercle  bacilli  in  3 cases.  During  the  period  that 
the  milk  was  under  examination,  the  provisions  of  the  Tuber- 
culosis Order  of  1925  were  applied  to  the  suspected  cows,  and 
the  milk  from  these  animals  was  not  permitted  to  be  used  for 
human  consumption.  The  3 cows  proved  to  be  suffering  from 
tuberculosis  of  the  udder  were  immediately  slaughtered  under 
the  above  Order,  and  compensation,  as  laid  down,  was  paid 
to  their  owners. 

“ Fourteen  cows  were  found  suffering  from  acute  mastitis 
in  one  or  more  quarters  of  the  udder.  In  no  instance  was  the 
milk  from  the  afEected  animals  being  used  for  human  consump- 
tion. Owners  of  affected  animals  were  instructed  in  the  proper 
disposal  of  the  affected  milk,  and  the  steps  to  be  taken  for  the 
prevention  of  the  spreading  of  this  condition  to  other  cows. 
Occasion  was  also  taken  to  point  out  the  danger  that  followed 
the  practice  of  feeding  to  calves  the  milk  of  cows  with  abnormal 
udders. 

“ Forty-two  cases  of  atrophy  of  the  udder  were  noticed, 
probably  the  result  of  previous  attacks  of  mastitis,  but  as 
the  affected  quarters  were  functionless  there  was  no  danger 
to  the  milk  of  the  remaining  quarters. 

“ Induration  of  a non-tuberculous  character,  generally 
the  result  of  traumatism,  was  observed  in  8 cows. 

“ d.  (1)  Tuberculosis. 

Among  the  dairy  cows  in  the  District  there  occurred  31  cases 
of  tuberculosis  which  were  of  such  a nature  as  to  bring  them 
within  the  provisions  of  the  Tuberculosis  Order.  In  addition 
to  the  3 cases  of  udder  tuberculosis  mentioned  above,  there 
were  15  of  tuberculous  emaciation,  and  13  of  chronic  cough 
accompanied  by  definite  clinical  signs  of  tuberculosis. 

“ (2)  It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  only  3 of  these  cases 
were  discovered  during  routine  dairy  herd  inspection.  Twenty- 
four  were  reported  by  the  owners  under  Article  (2)  of  the 
Tuberculosis  Order,  and  4 by  the  veterinary  practitioners 
acting  for  the  owners. 

“In  3 instances  owners  reported  cows  which,  on  examina- 
tion, were  found  to  be  cases  of  Johne's  Disease. 

“ (3)  The  Tuberculin  test  was  not  employed  to  test  any 
cow  in  the  District  during  the  year  under  review. 

“ (4)  No  action  was  taken  under  Section  22  of  the  Milk 
and  Dairies  Act. 

“ (5)  During  the  routine  inspection  of  dairy  herds  through- 
out the  year,  I have  made  it  a point  to  enquire  into  the  manner 
in  which  the  herd  is  recruited,  and  in  those  herds  in  which  a 
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sufficient  number  of  heifer  calves  is  reared  to  replace  the  was- 
tage in  cows,  I have  discussed  with  the  owner  the  method  of 
establishing  a tubercle-free  herd  which  is  associated  with  the 
name  of  Professor  Bang,  of  Copenhagen,  and  shown  him  how  his 
premises  and  methods  might  be  adopted  for  the  carrying  out 
of  the  plan. 

“ (6)  No  dairy  within  the  District  holds  a graded  milk 
licence  in  respect  of  a tubercle-free  herd,  and  I am  not  aware 
of  the  existence  of  a tubercle-free  herd  in  the  area. 

“ e (1)  No  samples  were  taken  for  examination  in  terms  of 
Section  21  of  the  Aact  of  1914. 

“ f.  (1)  Twenty-eight  reports  were  received;  24  from  owners, 
and  four  from  private  veterinary  surgeons  acting  for  the  owners 
of  cows,  which  were  suspected  to  be  suffering  from  one  or  other 
of  the  scheduled  forms  of  tuberculosis.  On  investigation 
it  was  found  that  the  milk  from  these  animals  was  not  being 
sold  after  suspicion  was  attached  to  them. 

“ Graded  Milk  Herd. 

“ One  herd  of  10  cows  was  licensed  for  the  production  of 
Grade  A.  Milk  and  the  cattle  were  examined  3 times  during 
the  year.” 

The  Grade  A.  herd,  to  which  the  Veterinary  Inspector  refers, 
is  that  of  Mr  Robert  M'Farlane,  Oxhill,  Buchlyvie. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

As  will  be  seen  from  Tables  XIII.  and  XIV.  the  total  num- 
ber of  cases  of  infectious  disease  notified  was  601,  but  of  these, 
269  were  of  chickenpox,  which,  as  I have  explained  in  former 
reports,  is  notifiable  merely  as  a precautionary  measure  in 
connection  with  the  prevention  of  smallpox.  Exclusive  of 
chickenpox  the  notifications  numbered  323  as  compared  with 
323  in  1928,  300  in  1927,  344  in  1926,  and  442  in  1925. 

Scarlet  Fever. — The  number  of  cases  of  scarlet  fever  notified 
was  136  as  compared  with  75  in  1928,  93  in  1927,  and  160  in 
1926.  Most  of  these  cases  as  will  be  seen  from  the  table  were 
from  the  more  populous  areas  of  St.  Ninians  and  Denny 
parishes.  Of  the  136  cases  131  were  removed  to  hospital, 
and  there  were  no  deaths. 

Diphtheria. — The  notifications  of  this  disease  numbered 
rather  less  than  in  the  previous  year,  the  total  being  90  as 
compared  with  111  in  1928,  and  70  in  1927.  All  but  two  of 
the  cases  were  treated  in  hospital.  Four  of  the  cases  proved 
fatal. 

Enteric  Fever. — Only  one  case  was  notified  from  the  parish 
of  Denny.  The  patient,  a child  of  school-age,  was  treated  in 
hospital  and  recovered. 
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Puerperal  Fever  and  Puerperal  Pyrexia-— In  addition  to 
puerperal  fever  which  has  been  notifiable  since  the  passing  of 
Infectious  Disease  (Notification)  Act,  puerperal  pyrexia  was 
also  made  notifiable  as  from  1st  October.  The  term  puerperal 
pyrexia  means  “ any  febrile  condition  (other  than  a condition 
which  is  required  to  be  notified  as  puerperal  fever)  occurring 
in  a woman  within  21  days  after  child-birth  or  miscarriage  m 
which  a temperature  of  100-4°  (38°  Centigrade)  or  more  has 
been  sustained  during  a period  of  24  hours  or  has  renewed 
during  that  period.”  In  the  new  form  of  notification  the 
medical  attendant  is  invited  to  state  whether  he  desires 

(1)  to  have  a second  opinion  on  the  case  ; 

(2)  to  have  a bacteriological  examination  of  (a)  lochia ; 

(b)  blood ; 

(3)  that  the  patient  be  admitted  to  hospital 

(4)  that  trained  nurses  be  provided  ; 

or 

whether  facilities  are  available  for  all  necessary  treatment. 
With  regard  to  No.  (4),  however,  it  has  not  been  found  practi- 
cable to  provide  this  service  in  the  County,  and  where  the 
provision  of  a trained  nurse  might  appear  desirable  the  case 
could  as  a rule  be  more  suitably  treated  in  hospital. 

Tuberculosis. — The  number  of  notifications  was  5 / , of  which 
26  were  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  31  of  non-pulmonary. 
Details  of  treatment  of  this  disease  is  given  in  the  County 
part  of  this  report. 

Non-notifiable  Infectious  Diseases.— The  number  of  cases 
of  non-notifiable  infectious  diseases  coming  to  my  knowledge 
through  the  co-operation  of  headmasters  and  others  was — 
measles,  113  ; whooping  cough,  8 ; mumps,  193;  and  German 
measles,  8. 


TABLE  XIII.— CENTRAL  DISTRICT.— CASES  OP  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  COMING  TO  THE  KNOWLEDGE 
OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  DURING  THE  YEAR  1929. 
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TABLE  XIV.— CENTRAL  DISTRICT. 

RETURN  OF  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFIED.  &0-,  DUEISG  THE  YEAR  ESDIKO 

:nsT  DECEMBER.  1929. 


Number  of  Casf.s  comiso  to  the  Knowledge  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health. 
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At  Age— Years  Cases  Cases 
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not 

Disease 

At 

moved 
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all 
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25  and  45  and 

65  and 

to 
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Ages 
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under  under 

under 

under  under 
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Hos- 

Hos- 

5 j 15 

25 

45  65 

wards 

pital 

pital 

A —Diseases  specified  in  the  Infections  Disease  ( Notification ) Act,  1889. 


Typhoid  or  Enteric  Fever 

Typhus  Fever  

Smallpox  

Scarlet  Fever  or  Scarlatina 
Diphtheria  and  Membran- 
ous Croup  

Erysipelas  

Puerperal  Fever  

Cholera 

Relapsing  Fever 
Continued  Fever 

1 

136 

90 

14 

5 

28 

23 

1 

92 

47 

10 

11 

2 

1 
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1 

o 
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131 

88 
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14 
3 ; 

B. — Diseases  notifiable 

in  terms  of  Regulations  made  under  Section 
( Scotland ) Act , 1897. 

78  of  the  Public  Health 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

i 

1 

i 

269 

Chickenpox  

269 

19 

84 

166 

Infective  Jaundice 

... 

... 

Malaria  

... 

Dysentery  

Infantile  Paralysis 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Polio-Encephalitis 

... 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

... 

... 

... 

Acute  Primary  Pneumonia 
Acute  Influenza! 

17 

3 

3 

2 

D 

4 

... 

17 

Penumonia  

9 

i 

1 

2 

... 

4 

1 

... 

9 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
Non-Pulmonary  Tuber- 

26 

1 

8 

6 

9 

o 

... 

15 

11 

culosis  

31 

1 

6 

15 

3 

5 

i 

... 

24 

/ 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

Total  of  A.  and  B. 

601 

21 

1 46 

333 

38 

41 

18 

4 

263 

338 

State  Name  of  Hospital  in  tcliich  Cases  were  treated. 

Bannockburn  Hospital,  Stirling  Ochtl  Hills  Sanatorium,  Milnathort  Stirling  Royal  Infirmary 


Oases  notified  iii  a previous  year 

and  removed  to  Honpltni  for  the 
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BANNOCKBURN  HOSPITAL. 


Statistics. — The  total  number  of  admissions  to  the  Hospital 
during  1929  was  278  as  compared  with  256  in  1928,  248  in 
1927,  265  in  1926,  and  327  in  1925.  Of  the  278  cases,  239  were 
from  the  Central  District,  31  from  the  Burgh  of  Denny,  5 from 
the  Eastern  District,  one  from  the  Western  District,  and  two 
from  the  Burgh  of  Kilsyth. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  there  were  remaining  over 
from  the  previous  year  36  patients  under  treatment  and  at  the 
end  of  the  year  there  were  45  undischarged  cases,  the  number 
treated  to  a termination  being  269,  with  a total  days’  residence 
of  11,188,  as  shown  in  Table  XV.  The  average  residence  was 
therefore  41-6  days.  The  number  of  “patient  days  “for  the 
year  works  out  at  11,283,  and  the  average  number  of  patients 
in  the  wards  throughout  the  year,  from  30  to  31. 

Of  the  269  cases  treated  to  a termination  135  were  of  scarlet 
fever,  the  total  residence  of  these  being  6,305  days,  giving  an 
average  of  46  -7  days  treatment  for  each.  There  were  no  deaths. 

The  number  of  cases  of  diphtheria  treated  was  100  with  a 
total  residence  of  3190  days,  giving  an  average  residence  of 
31-9  days.  Three  of  the  cases  proved  fatal. 

Two  cases  of  Enteric  fever  were  treated,  one  being  in  the 
Hospital  for  60  days  and  the  other  for  26.  Both  recovered. 

Of  patients  suffering  from  tuberculosis  27  were  treated  in 
the  wards,  the  total  residence  of  these  being  1533  days — an 
average  of  56-7  days.  Three  of  the  patients  died  in  Hospital, 
22  were  discharged  much  improved  in  health,  while  six  re- 
mained under  treatment  at.  the  end  of  the  year. 

Other  cases  treated  in  Hospital  included  one  of  erysipelas, 
two  of  measles,  and  one  of  pneumonia.  All  these  made  a good 
recovery. 

The  following  cases  of  mixed  infections  were  treated  : — 
diphtheria  and  whooping  cough,  2 ; scarlet  fever  and 
diphtheria,  2 ; scarlet  fever  and  chickenpox,  8 ; scarlet  fever 
and  measles,  1 ; and  measles  and  mumps,  1.  These  cases  arc 
included  in  the  figures  already  given  for  each  of  the  first  men- 
tioned diseases. 


The  ultra-violet  installation  at  the  hospital  continues  to  do 
good  work  and  light  treatment  is  now  in  considerable  demand 
by  medical  practitioners  in  the  district,  especially  for  patients 
suffering  from  tuberculous  glands,  and  for  weakly  and 
rickety  children. 

The  number  of  patients  treated  during  1929  was  60,  of  whom 
24  were  under  five  years  of  age  ; the  number  of  attendances. 


Ultra-Violet  Radiation. 


amounting  to  a total  of  2102. 
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The  following  is  a note  of  the  conditions  treated  and  the 
results  : — 


Much 

Improved. 

Improved. 

Not 

Improved. 

Treatment 

DISCONTINUED 

Total. 

Tuberculosis — 

Glands,  

3 

18 

... 

21 

1 Abdomen, 

7 

... 

3 

10 

| Skin  (lupus), 

3 

... 

... 

3 

Joints,  

2 

... 

2 

Hands  and  feet,... 

... 

2 

1 

3 

Discharging  Sores,  ... 

1 

i 

2 

4 

General  Weakness,  ... 

... 

3 

i 

3 

7 

Rickets,  

2 

... 

i 

4 

7 

Others,  

1 

2 

3 

Total,  

6 

37 

5 

12 

60 

TABLE  XVI —ADMISSIONS  TO  BANNOCKBURN  HOSPITAL,  1929. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Population. — As  estimated  by  the  Registrar- General,  the 
population  of  the  Central  District  as  at  the  middle  of  1929, 
was  29,362  as  compared  with  27,465  at  the  census  of  1921. 
This  estimate  is  probably  pretty  nearly  correct. 

Births  and  Birth-Rates. — The  number  of  births  registered 
in  the  district  was  592,  but  of  these  21  were  transferred  to  other 
districts  as  properly  belonging  to  them  and  45  transcripts  were 
received  from  other  authorities  making  a corrected  figure  of 
616.  This  shows  a birth-rate  of  21-0  per  1000  of  population, 
which,  with  the  exception  of  that  for  the  year  1927  (20-3)  is 
the  lowest  rate  recorded  for  the  District.  The  average  birth- 
rate for  the  past  10  years,  1919-28,  was  24-9. 

Deaths  and  Death-Rates. — Corrected  for  transfers  as  above 
the  number  of  deaths  was  351,  giving  a death-rate  of  12-0. 
which  is  rather  higher  than  the  rates  for  the  previous  two  years, 
and  fractionally  higher  than  the  average  for  the  past  10  years. 

From  all  forms  of  tuberculosis  the  death-rate  was  0-54,  the 
rate  for  pulmonary  tuberculosis  being  0-37.  The  deaths  from 
the  “ Principal  Epidemic  ” Diseases  numbered  10,  including 
2 from  measles,  4 from  diphtheria,  and  4 from  diarrhoea  and 
enteritis,  giving  a death-rate  of  0-34. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  rate  was  only  57  per  1000  births. 
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EASTERN  DISTRICT. 

HOUSING. 

Building  By-Laws — Northern  Area. — Thirteen  sets  of  plane 
were  submitted  to  the  Local  Authority  as  compared  with 
26  in  the  previous  year.  These  provided  for  (a)  addition  of 
lavatory  accommodation  to  factory  bakehouse  ; (b)  new  dwell- 
ing houses — 3 ; (c)  new  business  premises  and  dwelling  house — 
1 ; (d)  re-construction  of  cottage  after  fire — 1 ; (e)  additions 
to  existing  dwelling  houses — 4 ; (f)  conversion  of  shop  into 
dwelling  house — 1 ; (g)  addition  to  Miners’  Welfare  Institute — 
1 ; and  (h)  Miners’  Welfare  Hall  at  Airth — 1.  Of  the  five  new 
dwelling  houses,  two  were  of  three  apartments,  one  of  four 
apartments  and  two  of  more  than  four  apartments. 

Southern  Area. — The  number  of  plans  submitted  from  the 
southern  area  was  15,  of  which  seven  were  for  new  dwelling 
houses  and  8 for  alterations  and  additions  to  existing  buildings. 
The  new  dwellings  consisted  of  one  (a  bothy)  of  one  apartment, 
twelve  houses  (in  three  blocks  of  four  houses  each)  of  two 
apartments,  three  bungalows  of  four  apartments,  and  six 
houses  of  more  than  four  apartments,  giving  a total  of  22  new 
houses.  Applications  for  subsidy  were  made  in  respect  of  19 
of  these. 

Local  Authority’s  Housing  Schemes. — Northern  Division. — 

The  total  number  of  houses  erected  and  occupied  and  in  course 
of  completion  is  now  596,  distributed  as  follows  : — 


Bonny  bridge,  

160 

Laurieston, 

82 

Glen  Village, 

32 

Lime  Road, 

16 

Larbert,  ... 

118 

Stenhousemuir,  ... 

100 

Carronshore, 

32 

Skinflats, 

28 

Airth, 

28 

Southern  Area. — In  this  area  the  total  number  of  houses 
completed  and  occupied  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  260,  being 
erected  at  the  following  places  : — 


In  Grangemouth  Parish  : — 


Brightons,  58 

Redding, 14 

Burnside,  16 

Hillock, 22 

Old  Polmont,  ...  ...  26 

Steel  Works,  ...  ...  28 
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In  Falkirk  Parish  : — 
Greenhill,  12 

In  Muiravonside  Parish  : — 
Maddiston,  ...  ...  12 

Rumford,  ...  ...  44 

Standburn,  ...  ...  8 

Whitecross,  ...  ...  8 

In  Slamannan  Parish  : — 
Avonbridge,  ...  ...  12 


Proposed  “ Slum  ” Clearance  Scheme. — In  my  last  annual 
report  I gave  the  gist  of  a report  which  I made  to  the  Eastern 
District  Committee  on  " slum  ” clearance.  This  report  was 
gone  into  very  carefully  by  the  Committee,  and  it  was  agreed 
to  proceed  with  the  erection  of  200  houses  in  the  meantime, 
this  number  being  roughly  two-fifths  of  the  number  of  houses 
scheduled  in  my  report.  Of  these  it  is  proposed  to  build  8 
at  Larbert,  8 at  Laurieston,  12  at  Stenhousemuir,  48  at  Carron 
and  Carronshore,  12  in  the  village  of  Airth,  8 at  Bonnybridge, 
32  at  Shieldhill,  12  at  Whitecross,  48  at  Rumford  and 
Maddiston,  and  12  at  Slamannan. 

Housing  of  Seasonal  Workers. — Intimation  was  received 
from  the  farmer  and  employers  relative  to  the  housing  of  potato 
diggers  at  West  Carmuirs  Farm  and  the  farm  cottages  there. 
Four  inspections  were  made  by  Mr  Macfarlane,  Sanitary 
Inspector  and  two  notices  were  served  directing  attention  to  the 
Bylaws.  The  accommodation  and  sanitary  arrangements 
were  of  a fairly  satisfactory  character. 

Housing  Acts. — Report  for  the  year  ende4  31st  December, 
1929,  on  proceedings  taken  as  regards  the  Inspection,  Improve- 
ment, and  Closure  of  Dwelling-Houses  : — 

A. — Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations 
(Scotland),  1928. 

1.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  ...  ...  37 

2.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  on  inspection 

were  considered  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous 
or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  37 

3.  Number  of  representations  made  to  the  Local 

Authority  with  a view  to  the  making  of 
closing  orders 37 

4.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

closing  orders  were  made  37 

5.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  the  defects  in  which 

were  remedied  without  either  the  making  of 
closing  orders  or  the  service  of  notices  under 
Section  3 (1)  of  the  Housing  (Scotland)  Act, 

1925  — 
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6.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  after  the 
making  of  closing  orders  were  put  into  a 
fit  state  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  — 

B.  — Housing  (Scotland)  Act,  1925. 

1.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  under  Section  3(1)  ...  0 

2.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  for 

human  habitation  under  Section  3 (1)  ...  — 

3.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

closing  orders  were  deemed  to  have  become 
operative  under  Section  3 (1)  ...  ...  — 

4.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  for 

human  habitation  by  the  Local  Authority 
under  Section  3 (2)  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

5.  Number  of  cases  where  intimations  were  given 

under  Section  20  (1)  as  to  insufficient  water- 
closet  accommodation  : — 

(a)  Cases  where  requirements  complied 

withbyowners  ...  ...  ...  ...  *10 

(b)  Cases  where  works  carried  out  by 

Local  Authority  after  failure  of  owners 
to  do  so  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

(c)  Cases  still  pending  ...  ...  ...  7 

6.  Number  of  houses  of  (a)  one  apartment  and  (b) 

two  apartments  for  the  erection  of  which  the 
consent  of  the  Local  Authority  has  been 
given  in  terms  of  Section  III.  ...  ...  — 

C.  — Housing,  Town  Planning,  Etc.,  (Scotland)  Act,  1919. 

1.  Number* of  cases  where  notices  were  served 

under  Section  40  (1)  to  provide  dwelling-  **5 
houses  with  water  supply  : — 

(a)  Cases  where  requirements  complied 
withbyowners  ... 

(b)  Cases  where  works  carried  out  by 
Local  Authority  after  failure  of  owners 

to  do  so  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(c)  Cases  still  pending  ...  ...  ...  6 

* In  addition,  six  notices  issued  in  1928  and  two  issued  in 

1927,  were  complied  with  in  1929. 

**  Two  notices,  issued  in  1928  and  eight  in  1927  were  complied 
with  in  1929,  in  addition  to  above.  Sinks  and  water 
supply  were  also  introduced  voluntarily  into  13  dwellings. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

In  the  Eastern  District  there  are  now  no  Special  Water 
Districts,  the  area  generally  being  well  served  by  the  Falkirk 
and  Stirling  Water  Scheme. 


Mr.  Gough  reports  that  difficulty  is  still  experienced  in 
maintaining  the  water  pressure  at  Standburn  and  Shieldhill, 
considerable  inconvenience  being  experienced  by  the  inhabi- 
tants of  these  areas.  Mr.  Massie,  Water  Engineer,  however, 
is  taking  steps  to  remedy  this,  and  the  work  of  increasing  the 
size  of  the  water  mains  will  shortty  be  commenced. 

WATER  ANALYSES. 

Seven  samples  of  water  were  taken  for  analysis  and  the 
analysts’  figures  are  given  in  Table  XVIII. 

Samples  Nos.  1 and  2 were  taken  at  Skipperton  Farm, 
Bonnybridge,  the  first  from  a pipe  in  the  boiler  house  and  the 
second  from  a pipe  in  the  wheelhouse,  to  ascertain  the  fitness 
of  the  water  for  domestic  purposes  and  in  view  also  of  a pro- 
posal to  instal  drinking  fountains  in  the  byre.  Both  water 
were  found  free  from  pollution,  but  contained  some  suspended 
matter.  For  cattle  drinking  the  water  was  excellent,  and  is 
order  to  render  the  water  suitable  for  domestic  use  a simple 
process  of  filtration  was  installed  and  a tank  of  600  gallons 
capacity  was  built  capable  of  holding  at  least  a two  days’ 
supply. 

Number  3 was  taken  from  a dip  well  in  garden  ground  at 
East  Hill  Cottages,  by  Avonbridge.  The  sample  was  found 
badly  contaminated.  As  the  proprietor  was  not  in  a position 
to  introduce  gravitation  water,  the  nearest  main  being  over 
half  a mile  away,  arrangements  were  made  that  the  water 
be  boiled  before  use. 

Sample  4,  from  a field  drain  80  yards  north  of  the  Forge,  by 
Avonbridge,  was  found  free  from  suspended  matter  and  from 
animal  or  sewage  contamination. 

Samples  Nos.  5 and  6 were  taken  from  the  supply  to  Auchen- 
gean  Schoolhouse  before  and  after  filtration  respectively. 
Both  samples  were  free  from  animal  or  sewage  contamination. 
The  former,  however,  contained  a little  suspended  matter, 
which  was  absent  from  the  filtered  water. 

Number  7 was  from  a tap  in  the  scullery  of  Bonnyhill 
Farm,  in  the  parish  of  Falkirk.  The  reason  for  analysis  was 
to  ascertain  its  fitness  for  dairy,  domestic  and  dietetic  purposes. 
The  sample  was  free  from  animal  matter  or  sewage.  The  ana- 
lysts stated  in  their  report  that  “ the  temporary  hardness 
is  low,  so  that  the  water  is  near  the  neutral  point  and  there  is 
danger  that  in  certain  seasons  it  might  become  slightly  acid, 
in  which  case  it  would  act  on  lead  or  copper  pipes.”  The  pro- 
prietors had  agreed  to  instal  the  County  gravitation  supply. 


TABLE  XVIII. — EASTERN  DISTRICT.— WATER  ANALYSIS  (IN  GRAINS  per  Gallon),  1929. 
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Note,. — Messrs.  Tatloek  & Thomson’s  regular  method  of  stating  their  opinion  of  a water  as  to  sewage  contamination  Is  as 

follows  : — “ It  may  ho  regarded  as  being  equal  to  a mixture  of  one  part  of  average  sewage  with parts  of  pure  water 

which  had  been  filtered  through  earth  till  clear."  Tho  figures  In  the  last  column  of  the  table  give  the  result  according  to 
this  method. 
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DRAINAGE. 


The  Special  Drainage  Districts  within  the  Eastern  Districts 
of  the  County  are  as  follow  : — 


Name  of  District. 
Airth,  ... 

Bonny  bridge, 

Larbert, 

Laurieston, 

Polmont  and  Redding, 
Rumford, 


Approximate 

Approximate 
Amount  of  Sew- 

population. 

age  per  day. 

660 

9,900 

5,500 

150,000 

14,000 

420,000 

3,000 

90,000 

5,500 

165,000 

850 

25,500 

Northern  Area. — Mr.  Macfarlane  reports  as  follows  : 

“ Larbert  Special  District. — The  usual  routine  work  of 
inspecting  the  sewers  and  manholes  and  emptying  catchpits 
was  followed,  70  drainage  inspections  being  carried  out. 

Two  stoppages  on  main  sewers  at  Blackmill,  Carron,  and 
Waddell  Street,  Carronshore,  were  promptly  attended  to. 

The  outstanding  extensions  to  the  system  consisted  in  the 
laying  of  a new  sewer  for  the  requirements  of  the  Stenhouse- 
muir  Housing  Scheme,  and  one  from  Low  Town,  Larbert,  to 
the  old  Grinding  Mill  in  the  Denny  Road  in  order  to  give  drain- 
age facilities  for  the  needs  of  the  Royal  Scottish  National 
Institution  Colony  on  Larbert  House  Estate. 

A fairly  satisfactory  effluent  is  discharged  from  the  septic 
tank  which  treats  the  sewage  from  Carronshore  Village  and 
here  also  the  catchpits  were  regularly  emptied. 

“ The  question  of  joining  with  the  Town  Council  of  Falkirk 
in  a combined  drainage  Scheme  for  the  District  is  still  under 
consideration. 


Laurieston  Special  District. — The  number  of  inspections 
concerning  the  drainage  arrangements  for  this  district  was  49. 

“ The  sewer  from  Earl’s  Road  to  the  outfall  at  the  River 
Carron  is  a joint  one,  and  in  the  month  of  April  intimation  was 
received  as  to  a serious  subsidence  to  the  east  of  the  Scottish 
Dye  Works.  The  nature  of  the  discharge  from  these  works 
had  rendered  the  sewer  dangerous  and  consequently  a new 
Bewer  has  necessarily  to  be  constructed  in  lieu  of  the  defective 
one. 


“ Bonnybridge  Special  District. — The  only  source  of  trouble 
experienced  was  the  defective  section  of  the  main  sewer  to  the 
rear  of  the  schoolhouse  and  it  was  found  necessary  to  relay 
the  sewer  for  a distance  of  22  yards. 

“ Fifty  five  inspections  were  made  at  the  outfall  works  and 
a suitable  outlet  was  found  for  the  disposal  of  dried  sludge. 
The  works  were  generally  found  in  good  order  but  the  question 
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of  providing  increased  filtering  has  still  to  receive  further 

consideration.  . 

“ Airth  Special  District.— The  drainage  here  is  conveyed 
direct  to  the  River  Forth.  The  number  of  inspections  was  32, 
mainly  in  connection  with  the  outlet  channel  and  its  clearance 

of  obstructions.  _ . , ,, 

“ Lime  Road  and  Camelon  Special  Districts. — Owing  to  the 

extension  of  the  boundaries  of  the  Burgh  of  Falkirk  these 
districts  ceased  to  be  under  County  supervision  as  from  16th 

May.  , 

“ Areas  other  than  Special  Districts.— There  are  other 
populous  centres  in  the  area  such  as  Glen  \ illage,  Letham  and 
Allandale,  and  in  these  cases  the  sewage  is  subject  to  treat- 
ment on  the  septic  tank  principle.” 

For  the  southern  part  of  the  District  Mr  Gough  reports  . 

“ Polmont  and  Redding  Special  Districts— Polmont  area. — 
“ The  sewers  and  sewer  manholes  in  this  area  were  periodically 
inspected  and  generally  found  to  be  in  good  working  order. 
No  chokages  of  a serious  nature  occurred. 

“To  provide  drainage  for  the  new  houses  erected  by  the 
Local  Authority  at  the  Old  Steel  Works,  Polmont  Station, 
the  9"  sewer  at  Victoria  Place  was  extended  for  a distance  of 
106  yards  and  two  manholes  were  built.  This  work  was  carried 
out  by  direct  labour.  The  sewer  was  laid  at  an  average  depth 
of  9 feet,  and  the  cost  of  the  work,  which  was  borne  by  the 
Housing  Committee,  was  £130  15s  3d. 

“ It  was  also  necessary  to  extend  the  Millfield-Meadowbank 
branch  sewer  at  Polmont,  to  provide  drainage  for  fourteen 
new  houses,  erected  on  the  grounds  of  Meadow  bank.  This 
extension  entailed  the  laying  of  450  yards  of  9 sewer  and  con- 
structing five  manholes.  The  work  was  carried  out  by  direct 
labour.  The  average  depth  of  the  sewer  was  4 feet  9 inches 
and  the  cost  was  £319  5s  lOd. 

“ Early  in  the  year  a letter  was  received  from  H.M.  Prison 
Commissioner  asking  that  the  sewer  at  Slateford  Bridge, 
Polmont,  be  extended  along  Newland  Road  to  afford  drainage 
for  new  houses  being  erected  for  the  housing  of  warders.  The 
Committee  agreed  to  extend  the  sewer  and  I was  instructed 
to  carry  out  the  work  by  direct  labour.  240  yards  of  the  9 
sewer  were  laid  and  three  manholes  constructed.  The  a'\  er- 
age  depth  of  the  sewer  was  6 feet  and  the  cost  was  £172  4s  9d. 

“ Six  manhole  frames  and  covers  at  Ivirk  Entry,  Polmont, 
and  nine  at  Victoria  Road  and  Polmont  Station  were  raised 
to  the  new  level  of  the  road  surface. 

“ The  sewage  disposal  works  at  Northfoot  were  periodically 
examined  and  generally  found  to  be  working  in  a satisfactory 
manner.  The  effluent  sent  to  the  River  Avon  was  at  all  times 
good.  The  grit  chambers  were  periodically  cleaned  out  and 
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the  two  tidal  valves  were  exposed,  scraped,  painted  and  oiled. 
The  toolhouse  was  whitewashed  and  the  woodwork  painted. 

“ Redding  Area. — The  sewers  and  sewer  manholes  through- 
out this  area  were  periodically  inspected  and  generally  found 
to  be  in  good  working  order.  The  sewers  amply  met  all  de- 
mands made  on  them  during  the  year. 

“ A chokage  occurred  in  the  old  6"  sewer.  It  was  not  of  a 
serious  nature  and  was  easily  cleared.  Considerable  silting 
took  place  on  the  railway  section  of  the  main  outfall  sewer 
and  on  two  occasions  had  to  be  cleared. 

“ The  sewage  disposal  works  at  Westquarter  were  very 
frequently  inspected  and  were  always  found  to  be  working 
in  a satisfactory  manner. 

“ Difficulty  was  again  experienced  in  keeping  the  filters 
at  the  sewage  works  free  from  ponding.  This  is  entirely  due 
to  lack  of  sufficient  filtering  area.  As  stated  last  year  the  local 
Committee  has  prepared  a scheme  for  providing  the  necessary 
filtering  area,  etc.,  and  submitted  it  to  the  Unemployment 
Grants  Committee  as  a scheme  suitable  for  the  relief  of  unem- 
ployment. In  April  of  this  year  (1930)  the  scheme  was 
approved  on  the  basis  of  72  per  cent,  of  the  Sinking  Fund  and 
Loan  charges  for  the  first  half  period  of  the  loan,  and  37 £ per 
cent,  for  the  second  half  period.  The  work  was  immediately 
proceeded  with  by  direct  labour. 

“ The  routine  work  carried  out  during  the  year  consisted 
of  replacing  worn  bearing  and  star  plates  ; re-beading  of  travel- 
ling rails  of  distributors  ; periodical  cleaning  of  grit  chambers, 
etc.,  dismantling,  overhauling  and  painting  of  distributors, 
rails,  feed  pipes,  etc.,  at  Westquarter  Works. 

“ Rumford  Special  Drainage  District. — The  sewers  and  sewer 
manholes  in  this  district  were  periodically  examined  and 
generally  found  in  good  working  order.  The  manholes  and 
flushing  chambers  were  cleaned  out. 

“ Bonnybridge  Special  Drainage  District. — The  sewers  and 
sewer  manholes  in  this  district  were  periodically  examined. 
No  chokages  occurred. 

“ Avonbridge,  Maddiston,  Shieldhill  and  Slamannan. — No 

progress  was  made  during  the  year  with  the  formation  of  these 
villages  into  Special  Drainage  Districts  and  the  provision  of 
proper  drainage.  However,  this  is  not  the  fault  of  the  Local 
Authority  as,  early  in  the  year,  suitable  drainage  schemes  for 
each  village  were  prepared  and  submitted  to  the  Unemploy- 
ment Grants  Committee  for  approval.  The  question  as  to 
whether  or  not  the  area  was  a distressed  one  apparently  was 
the  stumbling  block,  and  despite  every  effort  on  the  part  of 
the  Local  Authority  to  get  a decision,  no  approval  was  received 
until  April  of  this  year,  when  the  work  was  immediately  put 
in  hand.” 
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SCAVENGING. 

Mr  Macfarlane,  sanitary  inspector  for  the  Northern  Area  of 
the  District,  reports  that  in  all  the  Special  Districts  the  work 
of  scavenging  was  on  the  whole  satisfactorily  performed  and 
the  various  coups  well  looked  after.  In  the  Airth  Special 
District  Mr  Macfarlane  found  it  necessary  to  make  a house 
to  house  visitation  in  order  to  secure  a reduction  in  the  exces- 
sive amount  of  garden  refuse  and  waste  paper  put  out  for 
removal. 

At  Allandale,  Letham  and  Glen  Village  a private  service 
is  in  operation  by  which  good  facilities  are  afforded  these 
communities.  At  Skinflats  Housing  Scheme  refuse  Is  removed 
twice  weekly. 

In  other  places  such  as  Beancross,  Longdyke,  Skinflats 
Village,  and  South  Alloa,  the  owners  generally  employ  a man 
to  attend  to  cleansing  and  removal  of  refuse. 

For  the  southern  area  Mr  Gough  writes  : — 

“There  are  only  two  Special  Scavenging  areas  in  the  District 
namely,  High  Bonnybridge,  and  Polmont  and  Redding  Dis- 
tricts. 

“ The  High  Bonnybridge  area  is  part  of  the  Bonnybridge 
Special  Scavenging  District,  and  a bi-daily  collection  of  refuse 
is  in  operation  throughout  the  District.  The  service  has  been 
carried  out  in  a thoroughly  satisfactory  manner  and  no  com- 
plaints have  been  received. 

“ The  Polmont  and  Redding  Special  Scavenging  District 
has  a bi-daily  collection  of  refuse  also  and  the  work  has  been 
done  in  a satisfactory  manner. 

“ In  parts  of  both  Special  Districts  difficulty  was  experienced 
in  getting  tenants  to  stop  the  practice  of  leaving  uncovered 
receptacles  on  roadsides  and  back  courts. 

“ Considerable  difficulty  is  still  being  experienced  through- 
out the  district  in  getting  ashpits  emptied,  and  there  is  urgent 
need  for  proper  scavenging  services  in  the  larger  villages  of 
Avonbridge,  Maddiston,  Shieldhill  and  Slamannan. 

“ Beancross  Coups. — This  coup  serves  the  area  within  the 
boundaries  of  Polmont  and  Redding  Special  District.  During 
the  year  734  loads  were  deposited  here,  while  431  loads  were 
deposited  on  a piece  of  ground  to  the  south  of  the  Steel  Works 
Housing  Scheme  to  fill  up  a deep  hollow  in  the  ground.’' 

NUISANCES. 

The  District  has  been  systematically  inspected  by  both 
sanitary  inspectors  for  the  detection  and  abatement  of 
nuisances.  In  the  northern  area  Mr  Macfarlane  states  that 
2 37  nuisances  were  dealt  with . Amongst  these  were  two  smoke 
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nuisances  from  works  chimneys.  In  one  case  the  chimney 
was  considerably  heightened ; and  in  the  other,  after  pressure 
from  the  local  authority  the  owners  gave  a guarantee  that  a 
new  chimney,  115  feet  high,  would  be  erected  which  would 
carry  the  smoke  clear  of  the  neighbourhood. 

In  Mr  Gough’s  area  the  number  of  nuisances  dealt  with  was 
298.  He  states  that  there  is  considerable  difficulty  in  getting 
many  of  the  nuisances  abated,  owing  largely  to  the  bad  state 
of  trade.  Landlords  are  not  inclined  to  spend  money  on 
properties  when  they  are  experiencing  difficulty  in  getting 
their  rents. 

The  nuisances  referred  to  consisted  chiefly  of  choked  drains, 
choked  or  insanitary  water  closets  and  privies,  want  of  sanitary 
accommodation,  dirty  common  passages  and  stairs,  smoke 
nuisances,  overcrowded  dwellings,  damp  walls  of  houses, 
defective  wash-houses,  etc. 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

In  the  northern  area  there  are  four  private  slaughterhouses, 
two  in  Stenhousemuir,  one  in  Larbert  and  one  in  Bonny  bridge. 
Mr.  Macfarlane  reports  that  during  the  year  he  made  176  visits, 
and  that  on  the  whole  the  premises  were  maintained  in  a 
reasonably  clean  condition.  Only  three  intimations  for 
contraventions  of  the  Bylaws  were  issued.  These  referred  to 
overdue  limewashing  in  two  instances  and  inadequate  water 
supply  in  another. 

In  the  Southern  Area  eight  licences  were  renewed,  five  of 
the  slaughter  houses  being  at  Slamannan,  one  at  Brightons, 
one  at  Polmont  and  one  at  Reddingmuirhead.  The  number  of 
inspections  made  was  357. 

In  May  a letter  was  forwarded  to  Mr.  Gough  from  the  police 
containing  a complaint  that  a cow,  believed  to  be  diseased, 
had  been  killed  at  a certain  farm.  On  enquiry  by  Mr.  Gough 
he  was  informed  that  the  cow  for  a considerable  time  before 
slaughter  had  been  in  a weakly  and  emaciated  condition,  had 
a cough,  and  a yellowish  discharge  from  the  eyes,  and  could 
hardly  walk.  Proceedings  were  taken  against  the  butcher 
who  slaughtered  the  animal,  for  killing  on  unlicensed  premises, 
and  a fine  of  £5  was  imposed. 

MEAT  INSPECTION. 

The  number  of  inspections  made  for  the  detection  of  unsound 
food  was  840. 

During  the  year  the  Sanitary  Inspectors,  as  detention  officers, 
seized  the  carcases  of  13  cows,  10  bullocks,  and  five  heifers, 
in  slaughterhouses  within  the  District.  On  examination  by 


84 


the  Veterinary  Inspector,  the  carcases  and  organs  of  10  cows, 
three  heifers,  and  one  bullock  were  totally  condemned  on 
account  of  tuberculosis.  Partial  condemnations  on  account  1 
of  tuberculosis  were  made  with  regard  to  the  head  and  lungs 
of  one  cow,  one  heifer,  and  one  bullock  ; the  forequarters  and 
lungs  of  one  cow  and  one  bullock  ; and  the  internal  organs  of 
seven  bullocks.  Part  of  the  flank  of  one  cow  was  condemned  ] 
for  localised  peritonitis,  and  the  lungs  of  one  heifer  were  con- 
demned, being  affected  with  Strongylosis. 

All  the  condemnations  were  carried  out  with  the  consent  of  \ 
the  owners  of  the  carcases. 

In  September  Mr.  Gough  noticed  that  in  certain  places  a 
poor  quality  of  animal  was  being  slaughtered  and  an  endear  our  j 
was  made  to  examine  all  animals  killed.  As  a result  of  this  j 
action  one  hundred  and  seven  condemnations  were  made, 
and  by  the  end  of  the  year  there  was  a great  improvement  in 
the  quality  of  the  meat  sold  throughout  the  District. 

DAIRIES. 

By  the  end  of  the  year  the  new  Dairy  Bylaws  had  not  been 
confirmed  but  provisional  registration  has  been  continued. 

The  County  Veterinary  Inspector  in  his  annual  report  writes 

as  follows  : — . . 

“ In  accordance  with  Section  4 (5)  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies 
(Scotland)  Act,  1914,1  have  the  honour  to  submit  the  report 
of  the  veterinary  inspection  of  the  cattle  in  the  dairy  herds  of 
the  Eastern  District  of  the  County  of  Stirling  for  the  year 
ending  31st  December,  1929. 

“ (a)  (1)  Three  matters  of  interest  fall  to  be  noted. 

“ Clean  Milk  Tests. — Arrangements  were  made,  in  con- 
junction with  the  West  of  Scotland  Agricultural  College, 
to  institute  a series  of  Clean  Milk  Tests  for  the  benefit 
of  milk  producers  in  the  District. 

“ Extension  of  the  Burgh  of  Falkirk.— Owing  to  an 
extension  of  the  boundaries  of  the  Burgh  of  Falkirk 
during  the  year,  8 dairy  herds,  containing  111  cows, 
passed  from  the  administration  of  the  District  Committee 
to  that  of  the  Burgh. 

“ Foot  and  Mouth  Disease.— The  existence  of  Foot  and 
Mouth  Disease  was  confirmed  in  a dairy  herd  in  the 
Eastern  District  during  December.  1929.  and  the  routine 
inspection  of  milk  cows  was  interrupted  for  several 
weeks  until  the  period  of  danger  tvas  over.  The  out- 
break was  confined  to  one  herd,  and  the  usual  precautions 
were  taken  to  prohibit  the  use  of  milk  from  the  herd 
immediately  the  disease  was  suspected. 

“ (2)  No  administrative  difficulties  were  encountered. 


' (b)  (1)  In  the  District  there  are  155  registered  dairies  con- 
taining 2172  cows,  and  the  statutory  annual  inspection 
of  the  cattle  in  these  herds  was  carried  out  during  the 
year. 

“ (2)  In  addition  there  are  within  the  District  32 
premises  which  are  not  registered  dairies,  but  from  which 
milk  is  sold  in  small  quantities.  Each  of  these  farms 
was  inspected  during  the  year,  and  the  cows,  numbering 
246,  were  clinically  examined. 

" In  all,  201  inspections  were  made,  and  2732  cows 
examined. 

1 (c)  (1)  The  general  condition  and  cleanliness  of  the  cattle 
in  the  District  were  good. 

“ (2)  No  instances  were  observed  during  the  year  in 
which  the  quality  of  the  milk  was  adversely  affected 
by  the  nature  of  the  fodder  or  diet.  There  falls  to  be 
noted  a growing  interest  on  the  part  of  farmers  in  the 
question  of  balancing  the  ration,  and  feeding  cows 
according  to  production  ; but  the  interest  in  the  subject 
is  not  yet  widespread. 

“ (3)  Seventy-five  cows  were  found  with  abnormal 
udders.  Nine  of  these  exhibited  symptoms  that  were  sug- 
gestive of  tuberculosis  of  the  udder,  and  a bacteriological 
examination  of  the  milk  from  these  cows  was  carried 
out  which  proved  positive  for  tubercle  bacilli  in  4 cases. 
During  the  period  that  the  milk  was  under  examination , 
the  provisions  of  the  Tuberculosis  Order  of  1925  were 
applied  to  the  suspected  cows,  and  the  milk  from  these 
animals  was  not  permitted  to  be  used  for  human  con- 
sumption. The  4 cows  proved  to  be  suffering  from 
tuberculosis  of  the  udder  were  immediately  slaughtered 
under  the  above  Order,  and  compensation,  as  laid  down, 
was  paid  to  their  owners. 

Fourteen  cows  were  found  suffering  from  acute 
mastitis  in  one  or  more  quarters  of  the  udder.  In  no 
instance  was  the  milk  from  the  affected  animals  being 
used  for  human  consumption.  Owners  of  affected 
animals  were  instructed  in  the  proper  disposal  of  the 
infected  milk,  and  the  steps  to  be  taken  for  the  preven- 
tion of  the  spreading  of  this  condition  to  other  cows. 
Occasion  was  also  taken  to  point  out  the  danger  that 
followed  the  practice  of  feeding  to  calves  the  milk  of 
of  cows  with  abnormal  udders. 

“ Fifty  cases  of  atrophy  of  the  udder  were  noticed, 
probably  the  result  of  previous  attacks  of  mastitis,  but 
as  the  affected  quarters  were  functionless,  there  was  no 
danger  to  the  milk  of  the  remaining  quarters. 

“ Induration  of  a non-tuberculous  character,  the  result 
of  traumatism,  was  observed  in  2 cows. 
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“ (d)  (1)  Tuberculosis. — Among  the  dairy  cows  in  the  District  I 

V there  occurred  32  cases  of  tuberculosis  which  were  of 
such  a nature  as  to  bring  them  within  the  provisions  of 
the  Tuberculosis  Order.  In  addition  to  the  4 cases 
of  tuberculosis  of  the  udder  mentioned  above,  there 
were  13  of  tuberculous  emaciation,  and  15  of  chronic 
cough  accompanied  by  definite  clinical  signs  of  tubercu-  , 

“ (2)  It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  only  8 of  these  cases  1 
were  discovered  during  routine  dairy  herd  inspection.  , 
Twenty  were  reported  by  the  owners  under  Article  2 
of  the  Tuberculosis  Order,  and  4 by  private  veterinary  : 
surgeons  employed  by  the  owners. 

“In  5 instances  owners  reported  cows  which  they 
suspected  to  be  suffering  from  tuberculosis.  Two  of  i 
these  cows  were  found  to  be  affected  with  mastitis,  2 j 
with  Johne’s  Disease,  and  1 with  septic  pericarditis. 

“ (3)  The  tuberculin  test  was  employed  to  test  one  cow, 
and  the  result  was  negative,  the  case  being  one  of  Johne  s 

1 )lS68;S6 

“ (4)  No  action  was  taken  under  Section  22  of  the  }Iilk 
and  Dairies  Act. 

“ (5)  During  the  routine  inspection  of  dairy  herds 
throughout  the  year,  I have  made  it  a point  to  enquire 
into  the  manner  whereby  the  herd  is  recruited,  and  in 
those  herds  in  which  a sufficient  number  of  heifer  calves 
is  reared  to  replace  the  wastage  in  cows,  I have  discussed 
with  the  owner  the  method  of  establishing  a tubercle- 
free  herd  which  is  associated  with  the  name  of  Professor 
Bang  of  Copenhagen,  and  shown  the  farmer  how  his 
premises  and  methods  might  be  adapted  for  the  carry- 
ing out  of  the  plan. 

“ (6)  No  dairy  in  the  District  holds  a graded  milk 
licence  in  respect  of  a tubercle-free  herd.  The  only 
herd  that  I know  to  be  tubercle-free  is  that  of  the  Stirling 
District  Board  Control  at  the  Asylum.  Larbert.  The 
milk  of  this  herd  is  used  by  the  inmates  of  the  institution 

“(e)  (1)  No  samples  were  taken  for  examination  in  terms  of 
Section  21  of  the  Act  of  1914. 

“(f)  (1)  Twenty-nine  reports  were  received ; 25  from  owners, 

and  4 from  veterinary  practitioners  acting  for  the  owners 
of  cows  which  were  suspected  to  be  suffering  from  one 
or  other  of  the  scheduled  forms  of  tuberculosis.  On 
investigation  it  was  found  that  the  milk  from  these 
animals  was  not  being  sold  after  suspicion  became, 
attached  to  them. 

“ Graded  Milk  Herd.— One  herd  of  45  cows  was  licensed 
for  the  production  of  Grade  A.  milk  and  the  cattle  were 
examined  clinically  3 times  during  the  year. 
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The  herd  of  cows  licensed  for  the  production  of  Grade  A. 
milk  referred  to  in  the  Veterinary  Inspector’s  report,  is  that 
of  Mr.  Robert  Reid,  Glen  Farm,  Falkirk. 

FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACT. 

The  total  number  of  inspections  made  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors  was  143,  of  which  5 were  of  factories  and  138  of 
workshops.  The  defects  found  consisted  of  want  of  cleanli- 
ness, 3 ; want  of  sanitary  accommodation  and  3 other  nuisances. 
Five  written  notices  were  served  and  by  the  end  of  the  year 
4 of  the  defects  were  remedied.  No  necessity  for  prosecution 
arose. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

Exclusive  of  Chickenpox  (which,  as  I have  mentioned  before, 
is  notifiable  merely  as  a preventive  measure  in  connection 
with  the  possibility  of  mild  cases  of  Smallpox  being  mistaken 
for  that  disease)  the  total  number  of  notifications  received  was 
581.  This  is  the  greatest  number  of  notifications  received  in 
any  one  year  for  over  ten  years.  The  following  is  a note  of 
the  number  of  cases  notified  since  1918  : — 


1918  ... 

...  179 

1924  ... 

...  298 

1919  ... 

...  259 

1925  ... 

...  471 

1920  ... 

...  440 

1926  ... 

...  448 

1921  ... 

...  385 

1927  ... 

...  489 

1922  ... 

254 

1928  ... 

...  494 

1923  ... 

...  237 

1929  ... 

...  581 

Table  XIX.  gives  the  figures  for  the  various 
Table  XX.  shows  the  age  groupings. 

parishes 

Diphtheria. — The  number  of  cases  of  diphtheria  notified  was 
246  as  compared  with  230  in  1928,  147  in  1927,  81  in  1926,  117 
in  1925  and  83  in  1924.  The  cases  were  distributed  as  follows — 
100  in  the  parish  of  Larbert,  79  in  Falkirk  parish,  34  in  Grange- 
mouth parish,  19  in  Airth  parish,  13  in  Muiravonside  parish, 
and  one  in  the  parish  of  Slamannan.  Of  the  246  cases  243 
were  removed  to  hospital.  Seven  of  the  cases  proved  fatal, 
five  of  these  being  under  five  years  of  age. 

Scarlet  Fever. — This  disease  was  rather  more  prevalent  than 
in  the  previous  year.  The  number  of  cases  notified  was  145 
as  compared  with  113  in  1928.  In  the  two  preceding  years, 
however,  the  figures  were  much  higher,  that  for  1927  being  180 
and  for  1926,  269.  The  disease  was  distributed  fairly  evenly 
over  the  district.  Of  the  145  cases,  141  or  97  per  cent,  were 
isolated  in  hospital,  and  fortunately  there  were  no  deaths. 

Enteric  Fever. — Only  two  cases  were  notified — from  the 
parish  of  Grangemouth.  They  were  both  treated  in  hospital 
and  both  recovered. 
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Puerperal  fever  and  Puerperal  Pyrexia.— The  number  of 
patients  notified  as  suffering  from  puerperal  fever  was  three 
and  all  were  removed  to  hospital.  There  was  one  death. 
Puerperal  pyrexia,  as  explained  in  the  Central  District  part 
of  this  Report,  was  made  notifiable  as  from  1st  October,  and 
up  to  the  end  of  the  year  four  cases  were  notified. 

Other  diseases  notified  and  dealt  with  included  cerebro- 
spinal fever,  1 ; opthalmia  neonatorum,  5 ; chickenpox.  65; 
dysentery,  1 ; encephalitis  lethargica,  2 ; and  pneumonias 
(acute  primary  and  acute  influenzal),  51. 

Tuberculosis — Ninety-seven  notifications  of  this  disease 
were  received  of  which  49  were  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and 
48  of  non-pulmonary.  The  treatment  of  tuberculosis  is  dealt 
with  in  the  county  part  of  the  Report. 

Non-notifiable  Infectious  Diseases. — I am  again  indebted  to 
headmasters  for  intimating  to  me  such  cases  as  measles,  whoop- 
ing cough,  etc. , which  are  not  officially  notifiable.  The  number 
of  cases  coming  to  my  knowledge  in  this  way  was  74,  measles, 
62;  whooping  cough,  8,  and  mumps,  4.  All  were  visited  by  the 
sanitary  inspector,  who  gave  advice  to  parents  as  to  precautions 
to  be  taken. 

School  Closure — No  necessity  arose  during  the  year  for  the 
closure  on  account  of  infectious  disease  of  any  school  or  part 
of  a school. 


TABLE  XIX. EASTERN  DISTRICT—  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  COMING  TO  THE  KNOWLEDGE  OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  DURING  THE  YEAR  1929. 
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Parish 

Airth  

Falkirk  

Grangemouth 

Larbert 

Muiravouside 
Slamannan  . . 

Totals  ... 

Removed  to  Hos- 
pital, etc.  ... 
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TABLE  XX. — EASTERN  DISTRICT. 

RETURN  op  CASES  of  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  Xotipied,  <fcc.,  during  the  Year  ending 

31st  December,  1929. 


Disease 


Number  op  Cases  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Medical 
Officek  of  Health 


At 

all 

Ages 


At 

Age— \ 

rears 

Under 

1 

1 and 
under 
5 

5 and 
under 
15 

15  and 
under 
25 

25  and  45  and  65  and 
under  under  up- 
45  1 65  wards 

Cases  Cases 
re-  not 


to 

Hos- 

pital 


moved 

to 

Hos- 

pital 


A. — Diseases  specified  in  the  Infectious  Disease  ( Notification ) Act,  1889 


Typhoid  or  Enteric  Fever 

2 

1 

1 

9 

Typhus  Fever  

Smallpox  

... 

... 

Scarlet  Fever  or  Scarlatina 

145 

2 

36 

92 

9 

5 

i 

141 

4 

Diphtheria  and  Membran- 

ous  Croup 

246 

... 

50 

160 

22 

13 

i 

243 

3 , 

Erysipelas  

24 

1 

4 

4 

5 

9 

1 

19 

Puerperal  Fever  

3 

1 

2 

3 

Cholera  

Relapsing  Fever  

Continued  Fever 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

-Diseases  notifiable  in  terms  of  Regulations  made  under  Section  78  of  the  Public  Health 

( Scotland ) Act,  1897 


Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

Chickenpox  

Infective  Jaundice 

Malaria  

Dysentery  

Infantile  Paralysis 
Polio-Encephalitis 
Encephalitis  Lethargica 
Acute  Primary  Pneumonia 
Do.  Influenzal  Pneumonia 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
Non-Pulmonary  Tuber- 
culosis   

Puerperal  Pyrexia 


5 

65 


2 

30 

21 

49 

48 

4 


24 


Total  of  A.  and  B. 


645 


35 


10 

3 

2 

12 


6 

5 

11 

19 


12  : 138 


332 


i 

1 

1 

... 

1 

1 

4 

5 

4 

7 

2 

2 

8 

19 

9 

12 

3 

o 

... 

4 

... 

69 

60 

31 

4 

65 


4 

26 

1 

20 

*30 

19  *2 

*12 

36  *1 

1 

3 

443 

202  S 

Extended  by  the  Local  Authority. 


Cerebro  Spinal  Fever  ... 

1 

... 

... 

1 

... 

1 



1 

Name  of  Hospital  or  Hospitals  in  which  Cases  were  Treated. 

Camclon  Fever  Hospital,  Falkirk. 

Ochil  Hills  Sanatorium,  Milnathort. 

Falkirk  Infirmary. 


Cases  notified  in  a previous  year 
and  removed  to  Hospital  for  the 

first  time  during  1929. 
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CAMELON  HOSPITAL. 

The  number  of  cases  admitted  to  Camelon  Hospital  during 
the  year  1929  was  444,  being  85  more  than  in  the  preceding 
year.  At  the  end  of  1928,  there  were  in  the  wards  36  cases, 
and  at  the  end  of  1929  there  were  30  cases,  so  that  the  number 
treated  to  a termination  was  450. 

The  total  residence  of  the  444  cases  until  the  end  of  the  year 
was  12,553  days.  The  length  of  residence  of  the  36  cases 
remaining  at  the  end  of  1928  was  603  days.  The  daily  average 
number  of  patients  in  the  wards  during  the  year  was  28. 

The  number  of  scarlet  fever  patients  treated  was  144.  The 
total  length  of  residence  was  6,076  days,  giving  an  average  of 
42  T days. 

The  number  of  Diphtheria  patients  treated  was  241.  The 
total  length  of  residence  of  these  was  4,547  days,  giving  an 
average  of  18-9  days.  Seven  cases  died. 

Two  cases  of  double  infection,  viz.,  Scarlet  Fever  and  Diph- 
theria, were  treated.  The  length  of  residence  was  68  days, 
an  average  of  34  days. 

One  case  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  Measles  was  treated  for  25 
days. 

Six  cases  of  Pneumonia  were  treated.  Length  of  residence 
was  92  days,  an  average  of  15-3  days.  Two  cases  died. 

Five  cases  of  Erysipelas  were  treated.  The  length  of  resi- 
dence was  91  days,  averaging  18-2  days. 

One  case  of  Influenza  died  four  days  after  admission. 

Two  cases  of  whooping  cough  were  treated  for  18  days  and 
one  case  of  German  Measles  for  3 days. 

One  case  of  Puerperal  Fever  was  treated  for  14  days. 

One  case  of  Observation  Enteric  Fever  was  treated  for  7 
days,  and  one  case  of  Chickenpox  was  still  under  treatment 
at  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  number  of  Tuberculosis  patients  treated  was  38.  The 
total  length  of  residence  was  1,576  days,  giving  an  average  of 
41-4  days.  Six  cases  died. 

Ultra  Violet  Ray  Treatment. — The  number  of  Patients  treated 
for  the  year  was  89.  At  the  end  of  the  year  54  patients  were 
still  under  treatment.  The  patients  mostly  improved  and  a 
marked  improvement  was  noted  in  the  Lupus  cases. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  cases  treated  by  Ultra 


Violet  Radiation. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

4 

Tuberculosis  of  Abdomen, 

18 

Tubercular  Glands,  

48 

Lupus  (Tuberculosis  of  Skin), 

5 

Tubercular  Abscesses,  ... 

4 

Tuberculosis  of  Eye,  ... 

5 

Tubercular  Joints, 
Rickets,  ... 
Alapecia  Areata, 


92 


3 

1 

1 


89 

The  number  of  attendances  amounted  to  a total  of  4340. 


TABLE  XXI. — ADMISSIONS  TO  CAMELON  HOSPITAL,  1029. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Population. — In  the  census  year,  1921,  the  population  of 
the  Eastern  District  was  41,772.  For  the  year  1929  the  figure 
as  estimated  by  the  Registrar-General  was  42,987,  showing  an 
increase  over  the  eight  years  of  1,215  persons. 

Births  and  Birth-Rates. — The  number  of  births  recorded 
after  correction  for  transfers  to  and  from  the  district  was  812 
giving  a birth-rate  of  18-9  per  1,000  of  population.  This  is 
easily  the  lowest  birth-rate  on  record  for  the  district.  For 
the  previous  seven  years  the  rates  were — 1922,  23-9  ; 1923, 
23-5  ; 1924,  23-9  ; 1925,  22-7  ; 1926,  23-1  ; 1927,  22-7  ; and 
1928,  22-7.  Even  during  the  war,  the  lowest  rate  recorded 
was  21-4. 

Deaths  and  Death-Rates. — Corrected  for  transfers  as  above 
the  deaths  numbered  504,  giving  a death-rate  of  11-7  per  1,000 
of  population  ; which  is  almost  the  exact  average  rate  for  the 
past  10  years. 

From  tuberculosis  the  deaths  numbered  27,  giving  a death- 
rate  of  0-63.  Of  that  number  18  were  deaths  from  tuberculosis 
of  the  lungs,  equal  to  a rate  of  0-42. 

The  death-rate  from  the  “ Principal  Epidemic  Diseases  ” 
was  0-30,  the  diseases  contributing  to  that  rate  being,  measles, 
1 ; whooping  cough,  3 ; diphtheria,  7 ; and  diarrhoea  and 
enteritis,  2. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  one  year  per 
1,000  births)  was  65. 


Principal  llatoa  per  1000  o t Estimated  Population 
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WESTERN  DISTRICT. 

HOUSING. 

New  Buildings.— Twenty-two  sets  of  plans  were  submitted 
and  approved  of  by  the  District  Committee,  being  a decrease 
ot  Id  as  compared  with  last  year. 

The  plans  represented  : — 

Cottages  of  three  apartments, 

Bungalows  of  five  apartments, 

Tea  Rooms,  ...  

Addition  of  Sanitary  Accommodation, 

Additions  to  existing  houses, 

Additions  to  Gate  Lodge, 

Reconstruction  of  Tenements, 

Garage  and  Bothy,  

Bothy,  

Improvement  of  Workers’  Houses,  ... 

Total, 

Housing  (Rural  Workers)  Act,  1926.— Under  this  Act,  14 
plans  were  submitted  for  reconstruction  and  improvement 
as  under  : — 


1 

2 

1 

6 

3 
1 
2 
1 
1 

4 

22 


LIST  OF  BUILDINGS  WHEEE  WORK  WAS  CARRIED  OUT  UNDER  THE 


Date. 

HOUSING  (RURAL  WORKERS)  ACT, 

1926. 

Name  of  Owner. 

Locality. 

Description  of  Work. 

8/8/28. 

Montrose  Estates,  Ltd. 

Stockintaggart, 
Buchanan . 

Reconstruction  of  2 
houses  with  Bathroom 
W.C.  and  drainage. 

28/8/28 

A.  & D.  Muir 

Whitefield, 

Lennoxtown. 

Reconstruction  of  Tene- 
ment 4 houses,  7 W.C 
accomodation,  etc. 

21/11/28 

Ross  & M’Lean. 

Rashiehill, 

Knockraith, 

Overglinns. 

Addition  of  Bathroom. 
W.C.  and  grav.  water. 
Increased  Lighting,  etc. 

21/11/28 

D.  S.  Buchanan. 

Hillhead,  Bal- 
fron. 

Addition  of  W.C.  accom- 
modation. (Applica- 
tion withdrawn). 

20/3/29 

A.  Mulgrcw. 

Buchanan  Street, 
Balfron. 

Reconstruction  of  Dwell- 
ing with  Bathroom 
and  W.C. 

19/6/29 

Sir  D.  Wilson, 

Carbeth, 

Killeam. 

Improvement  of  4 

Workers’  houses  and, 
provision  of  W.C.’s 
Baths,  etc. 

19/6/29 

N.  P.  Donaldson, 

Keirhill,  Balfron 

Improvement  of  Plough- 
man’s House. 

17/7/29 

A.  & D.  Muir, 

Whitcfleld, 
Lennoxtown . 

Reconstruction  of  Tene- 
ment. 

17/7/29 

Colonel  Crawford 

Auchcntroig, 
Balfron  Stn. 

Addition  of  1 apt.  W.C., 
etc.  to  Gate  Lodge,  (not 
proceeded  with  to  date. 

9G 


4/8/20 

S.  Rac, 

Chapel  Street, 
Lennoxtown. 

Reconstruction  of  Tene- 
ment. (Application 
withdrawn). 

20/11/29 

Sir  D.  Wilson, 

Carbetb, 

Killearn. 

Improvement  of  Workers’ 
Bouses. 

Gardener's  Bouse. — 
Bathroom  <fc  Press. 
Under  Gardener's  Bouse. 

Bathroom  & Press. 
Chauffeur's  Bouse.— 
Bathroom  <fc  Wash- 
house. 

20/11/29 

John  Laird, 

Roitfair, 

Milton. 

Addition  of  1 bedroom. 
Wash-house  <fc  repairs 
to  Ploughman's  house. 

18/12/29 

S.  Rae, 

Main  Street, 
Lennoxtown. 

Reconstruction  of  Tene- 
ment of  11  houses  and 
provison  of  W.C. 
accommodation,  etc. 

18/12/29 

W.  G.  P.  Kincaid, 
Lennox. 

Allanhead, 
Campsie  Glen. 

Local  Authority’s  Housing  Scheme. — During  the  year  six 
houses  were  completed  at  Milton  of  Canpsie,  and  two  houses 
were  sanctioned  for  erection  at  Boquhan,  in  the  parish  of 
Killearn.  Adding  these  to  the  number  of  houses  completed 
in  previous  years  gives  a total  of  138  houses  provided  by  the 
Local  Authority. 

Housing  Acts. — The  following  is  a copy  of  a Report  to  the 
Department  of  Health  for  the  year  ended  31st  December, 
1929,  on  proceedings  taken  as  regards  the  Inspection,  Improve- 
ment, and  Closure  of  Dwelling- Houses. 

A. — Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations 
(Scotland),  1928. 

1.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  ...  ...  8 

2.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  on  inspection 

were  considered  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous 
or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

3.  Number  of  representations  made  to  the  Local 

Authority  with  a view  to  the  making  of 
closing  orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

4.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

closing  orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  8 

5.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  the  defects  in  which 

were  remedied  without  either  the  making  of 
closing  orders  or  the  service  of  notices  under 
Section  3 (1)  of  the  Housing  (Scotland)  Act, 

1925  — 

6.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  after  the 

making  of  closing  orders  were  put  into  a 

fit  state  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  — 
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B. — Housing  (Scotland)  Act,  1925. 

1.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  under  Section  3(1)  ...  0 

2.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  for 

human  habitation  under  Section  3(1)  ...  

3.  IS  umber  of  dwelling- houses  in  respect  of  which 

closing  orders  were  deemed  to  have  become 
operative  under  Section  3(1)  

4.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  for 

human  habitation  by  the  Local  Authority 
under  Section  3 (2) 

5.  Number  of  cases  where  intimations  were  given 

under  Section  20  ( 1 ) as  to  insufficient  water- 
closet  accommodation 

(a)  Cases  where  requirement  complied 

with  by  owners  ...  ...  ...  *8 

(b)  Cases  where  works  carried  out  by 

Local  Authority  after  failure  of 
owners  to  do  so  ...  ...  ...  — 

(c)  Cases  still  pending  ...  ...  ...  0 

6.  Number  of  houses  of  (a)  one  apartment  and  (b) 

two  apartments  for  the  erection  of  which  the 
consent  of  the  Local  Authority  has  been 
given  in  terms  of  Section  III.  

C. — Housing,  Town  Planning,  &c.  (Scotland)  Act,  1919. 

1.  Number  of  cases  where  notices  were  served 
under  Section  40  (1)  to  provide  dwelling- 
houses  with  water  supply  : — 

(a)  Cases  where  requirements  complied 

with  by  owners  ...  ...  ...  — 

(b)  Cases  where  works  carried  out  by 

Local  Authority  after  failure  of 
owners  to  do  so  ...  ...  ...  — 

(c)  Cases  still  pending  ...  ...  ..  — 

* In  addition,  requirements  were  complied  with  in  71  cases 
continued  from  the  previous  year. 

Ruinous  Buildings. — The  undermentioned  buildings  were 
reported  to  the  District  Committee  as  being  in  a ruinous  and 
dangerous  condition,  viz.  : — 

1.  Three  two-storey  houses  situated  at  160/162/164  Main 
Street,  Lennoxtown,  belonging  to  the  Trustees  of  the  late 
Catherine  M‘Kenna. 

2.  The  wall  opposite  the  ’Bus  Stance  at  Railway  Bridge, 
Main  Street,  Lennoxtown,  belonging  to  William  Kirk. 

3.  Three-storey  Tenement  situated  at  Rockbrae,  Buchanan 
Street,  Balfron,  belonging  to  William  A.  Hart,  17  Cunningham 
Street,  Glasgow. 

G 
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Housing  of  Seasonal  Workers. — During  the  season  potato 
digging  Was  carried  out  at  18  farms.  159  workers  were  em- 
ployed and  36  inspections  were  made  by  -Mr  Gough.  The 
following  shows  how  the  diggers  were  distributed  : — 

Number  of  farms  where  potato  diggers  were 

employed,  ...  ...  ...  18 

Number  of  farms  where  diggers  were  accommo- 


dated, ... 

Number  of  farms  worked  from  centres,  ...  10 

Number  of  farm  steadings  used  as  centres,  ...  8 

Number  of  Inspections,  ...  ...  ...  36 

Total  number  of  Workers,  ...  ...  ...  159 

(97  Men  and  62  women) 

Approximate  Acreage,  ...  ...  ...  •••  218 


HOUSING  IMPROVEMENT  SCHEME. 

The  following  is  an  abridged  copy  of  a report  which  I sub- 
mitted in  July  to  the  Western  District  Committee  with  regard 
to  a proposed  clearance  Scheme  under  the  Housing  Act  of 
1925.  As  the  tabulations  of  the  information  regarding  hous- 
ing conditions  were  somewhat  detailed  in  the  original  report  , 
a summary  only  is  incorporated  in  this  copy. 

Proposed  Clearance  Scheme. 

“ Our  policy  with  regard  to  houses  in  such  a condition  as  to 
be  undesirable  for  habitation,  has  been  to  close  them  for  occu- 
pation whenever  they  were  found  empty.  The  difficulty, 
however,  was  that  very  often  such  a house  was  re-tenanted 
before  we  were  aware  that  it  had  been  empty.  V ery  often 
also  the  tenants  came  from  the  areas  of  adjoining  authorities 
and  so  part  of  the  Western  District  came  to  be  saddled  with  an 
undesirable  type  of  person,  whose  chief  consideration  in  getting 
a house  was  cheapness. 

“ But,  apart  from  these  undesirable  incomers,  there  are  in 
the  Western  District  many  decent  people  of  the  working  class 
who  are  really  unable  because  of  their  economic  circumstances 
to  pay  the  rentals  which  have  to  be  charged  for  the  ordinary 
houses  provided  by  the  Local  Authority. 

“ The  result  has  been  that,  while  the  Local  Authority  have 
provided  houses  with  rents  within  the  reach  of  the  more  for- 
tunate of  the  working  classes,  practically  nothing  has  been 
done  up  till  now  to  provide  houses  suitable  for  the  less  for- 
tunate, whose  housing  conditions,  it  need  hardly  be  pointed 
out,  appeal  most  clamantly  of  all  for  betterment. 

“It  is  well  that  this,  the  most  urgent  side  of  the  housing 
problem,  has  been  for  a considerable  time  engaging  the  atten- 
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tion  both  of  the  Central  Government  Department  and  of  Local 
Authorities  generally. 

“ In  September  of  1928  I presented  a detailed  report  to  the 
Eastern  District  Committee  of  the  County,  in  which  it  was 
pointed  out  that  in  this  country  practically  all  houses  for  the 
working  classes  used  to  be  provided  by  private  enterprise, 
but  for  years  before  the  Great  War  housing  as  an  investment 
had  for  various  reasons  ceased  to  attract  capital,  so  that  there 
was  not  a sufficient  supply  of  new  houses  to  replace  those  worn 
out,  and  also  to  meet  the  needs  of  an  increasing  population. 

" During  the  Great  War  house  building  stopped  almost 
entirely.  Many  houses  also  fell  into  disrepair,  and  others 
that  were  ripe  for  closing  were  allowed  to  be  inhabited  as  there 
were  not  sufficient  houses  to  go  round. 

“ The  Government,  in  their  extremity  after  the  Great  War, 
passed  the  Housing  Act  of  1919,  by  which  they  and  the  Local 
Authorities  definitely  shouldered  the  responsibility  of  providing 
houses  for  the  working  classes. 

“ Since  then  other  Housing  Acts  have  been  passed,  one  of 
the  aims  of  which  has  been  by  means  of  subsidies  to  stimulate 
private  enterprise  as  far  as  possible  to  provide  houses  for  the 
working  classes  and  thus  seconding  the  efforts  of  the  Local 
Authorities. 

“ The  net  result  has  been  that  in  the  Western  District  up 
to  date  136  houses  have  been  built  under  the  Local  Authority’s 
schemes  and  72  by  private  enterprise. 

“ As  I have  pointed  out,  however,  these  houses  by  reason 
of  their  rents,  are  only  available  for  the  more  fortunate  of  the 
working  people. 

“ Before  taking  any  step  towards  bettering  the  housing 
conditions  of  the  other  class,  it  was  absolutely  necessary  for 
each  Local  Authority  to  have  exact  details  especially  of  the 
housing  and  economic  conditions  of  that  class. 

“ In  the  report  already  mentioned,  to  the  Eastern  District 
it  was  shown  that  no  fewer  than  548  were  in  such  a condition 
that  they  could  best  be  dealt  with  under  the  “ Slum  Clearance  ’ ’ 
sections  of  the  Housing  Acts. 

“ That  report  received  great  consideration  from  the  Eastern 
District  Committee,  who,  as  a result,  applied  to  the  County 
Council  for  approval  to  a scheme  of  two  hundred  houses 
in  the  first  instance  to  replace  undesirable  houses  which  would 
subsequently  be  demolished. 

“ The  report  and  application  came  before  a meeting  of  the 
County  Finance  and  General  Purposes  Committee  in  June, 
when  it  was  thought  advisable  to  defer  consideration  of  tht 
matter  until  the  Western  District  Committee  and  the  Central 
District  Committee  had  before  them  reports  similar  to  that 
presented  by  the  County  Medical  Officer  to  the  Eastern 
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District,  so  that  the  Western  and  Central  Committees  might 
also  bring  their  requirements  before  the  County  Council,  thus 
enabling  the  County  Finance  and  General  Purposes  Committee 
at  their  meeting  in  September  to  deal  with  the  question  from 
the  point  of  view  of  the  requirements  of  the  County  as  a whole. 

“ I thereupon  undertook  to  do  all  I could  to  have  the 
necessary  information  in  time  for  the  Western  and  Central 
Districts  and  to  present  a report  to  each  of  these  Committees, 
so  that  consideration  of  this  extremely  important  matter 
should  not  really  be  delayed. 


HOUSING  INQUIRY.  SUMMARY  OP  PARISHES.  WESTERN  DISTRICT 
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Valuation  of 
Properties. 

£189  2 0 
14  0 0 
09  13  0 
40  10  0 
1164  9 6 

266  1 £1477  14  6 

Total 
No.  of 
Workers 

26 

2 

8 

2 

218 

Houses 

Over- 

crowded 

0 

0 

1 

0 

17 

228  1 18 

Inmates 
under 
10  yrs. 

24 

4 

16 

6 

178 

Inmates 
over 
10  yrs. 

91 

10 

25 

12 

467 

605 

No.  of 
Houses 
occupied 

© C © © rt< 

No.  of 
Houses 
occupied 

35 

3 

10 

4 

154 

206 

5C 

r* 

o 

Pi 

o 

| 3 apts. 
2 apts.  (or  more) 
Houses  Houses. 

50 

6 

11 

9 

173 

476  1 249 

53 

8 

21 

9 

385 

1 apt. 
Houses. 

12 

0 

9 

0 

87 

108 

Total. 

35 

3 

10 

4 

158 

210 

3 apt s. 
or 

more. 

00  «->  ©1  ©1 

CO 

tv 

CO 

Pc 

a 

w 

© ©J  © ©J  © 

Cl  C5 

© 

Cl 

1 apt. 

7 

0 

2 

0 

32 

Totals,  ...  41 

Parish. 

Balfron, 
Killeam,  ... 
Baldernock, 
Strathblane, 
Campsie, 
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“ The  foregoing  Table  gives  a Summary  of  the  Parishes, 
from  which  it  will  be  seen  that  210  houses  have  been  scheduled 
in  the  Western  District  as  undesirable,  comprising  41  houses 
of  one  apartment,  125  houses  of  two  apartments,  and  44  of 
three  or  more  apartments. 

“ The  population  of  the  one-apartment  houses  numbered 
108,  of  the  two-apartment  houses  476,  and  of  the  houses  of 
three  or  more  apartments  249,  a total  of  833  inmates. 

“ These  833  comprised  605  inmates  over  10  years  and  228 
under  10  years,  and  the  total  number  of  workers  among  them 
was  266. 

“ Of  the  210  houses  eighteen  were  found  to  be  more  or  less 
overcrowded  (on  the  basis  of  three  inmates  per  apartment, 
and  rating  children  under  10  years  as  each  equal  to  one-half 
inmate). 

“ The  total  valuation  of  the  properties  scheduled  as  obtained 
from  the  Valuation  Roll  amounts  to  £1477  14s  6d. 

Question  of  New  Houses. 

“ The  question  of  the  provision  of  new  houses  to  replace 
the  old  unfit  houses  requires  much  careful  consideration. 

“ The  houses  scheduled  are  so  scattered  as  to  cover  a con- 
siderable area.  In  this  connection  it  may  be  pointed  out  that 
there  is  no  necessity  to  build  the  new  houses  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  those  to  be  demolished.  It  would  be  better  from 
the  point  of  view  of  economy  and  the  provision  of  the  various 
public  services  to  have  the  new  houses  in  groups  suitable  for 
the  various  areas  and  in  vicinities  convenient  to  existing 
industries  in  which  the  tenants  would  likely  be  absorbed. 
There  is  no  use  building  houses  where  the  people  are  not 
required. 

“ The  problem  of  the  unfit  house  in  the  Western  District 
is  greatest  by  far  in  Campsie  Parish,  because  the  question 
of  the  future  employment  of  the  people  is  extremely  nebulous . 
As  is  well  known  the  chief  industry  in  the  Campsie  area  is 
calico-printing  which  for  a considerable  time  has  not  been 
in  a flourishing  condition  there,  and  now  that  the  principal 
works  have  been  closed  down  for  an  indefinite  period  and 
may  indeed  be  eventually  dismantled,  the  Western  District 
Committee  have  food  for  serious  thought  in  the  large  number 
of  scheduled  houses. 

“ How  these  houses  are  to  be  replaced  and  in  what  numbers 
can  best  be  determined  by  those  with  intimate  knowledge 
of  the  local  prospects  and  conditions. 

It  has  already  been  suggested  that  grouping  of  the  new 
houses  would  offer  certain  advantages.  In  fixing  the  sites 
other  considerations  would  require  to  be  taken  into  account, 
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for  example,  existing  water  supplies,  drainage  facilities, 
lighting,  scavenging,  means  of  transport. 

The  housing  difficulty  in  the  other  four  parishes  is  small  as 
compared  with  what  the  Local  Authority  have  to  face  in 
Campsie  Parish.  The  total  houses  scheduled  in  the  Parishes 
of  Balfron,  Killearn,  Baldernock  and  Strathblane  number  52, 
of  which  Balfron  Parish  has  35,  and  Baldernock  Parish,  10. 

14  It  is  to  be  noted  that  in  the  houses  scheduled  for  Campsie 
Parish  there  are  218  workers,  of  whom  twenty-nine  are  visitors 
from  Glasgow,  also  that  for  the  other  four  Parishes  combined, 
out  of  a total  of  38  workers  in  the  houses  scheduled,  no  fewer 
than  fourteen  are  Glasgow  visitors,  ten  of  whom  are  in  houses 
in  Balfron  and  4 in  Baldernock  Parish. 

“ The  new  houses  would  need  to  be  built  over  an  extended 
period,  and  their  number  added  to  as  the  industries  absorbed 
more  and  more  workers,  a corresponding  number  of  old  houses 
being  closed.  As  has  been  said  the  Eastern  District  Committee 
resolved  to  ask  the  County  Council’s  approval  for  the  erection 
of  two  hundred  houses,  which  formed  approximately  two-fifths 
of  the  number  of  houses  scheduled  in  the  Eastern  District. 
How  far  this  may  be  taken  as  a guide  in  estimating  the  require- 
ments of  the  Western  District  can  only  be  determined  after 
careful  consideration  of  all  the  circumstances.” 


After  full  consideration  of  the  foregoing  report,  the  District 
Committee  decided  on  the  erection  of  50  houses  to  replace 
uninhabitable  houses,  distributed  over  the  district  as  follows  : — 
Lennoxtown,  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

Balfron,  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Milton,  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Torrance,  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 


TENTS  AND  VANS. 


Mr  Gough,  Sanitary  Inspector,  reports  that  holiday  camping 
is  still  very  popular  in  the  Western  District  of  Stirlingshire, 
and  although  no  more  organized  camping  grounds  were  opened 
during  the  season,  a large  increase  in  the  number  of  tents 
scattered  over  the  district  was  found. 

The  regular  camping  grounds,  with  approximate  number  of 
tents,  etc.,  are  : — 
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House 

Situation. 

Tents 

Huts 

Caravans 

Boats 

Aver.  No. 
of  persons. 

Carbeth 

10 

1 

Halfway 

35 

5 

... 

... 

56 

Windmill 

30 

1 

104 

Auchengillan  (Boy 

100 

Scouts) 

Islands  & Shores  of 

173(approx.), 

3 

... 

630 

Loch  Lomond 

30 

... 

... 

10 

120 

Other  parts  of  District, 

45 

8 

2 

... 

133 

323 

21 

3 

10 

1143 

On  the  whole  the  camps  were  well  conducted  and  in  most 
cases  under  competent  supervision. 

No  complaints  were  received  by  this  Department. 

409  inspections  were  made  during  the  season. 

FACTORY,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES. 

There  are  64  workshops  and  workplaces  in  the  district, 
and  these  are,  on  the  whole,  well  conducted.  The  workshops 
and  workplaces  are  on  a very  small  scale  (usually  a one  man 
business)  and  a great  deal  of  supervision  is  not  called  for. 


The  following  is  a list : — 

Bakers  Retail,  ...  ...  ...  3 

Tailors,  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Joiners  and  Cartwrights,  ...  ...  11 

Plumbers,  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Blacksmiths,  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Saddlers,  1 

Shoemakers,  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Laundry  Keepers,  ...  ...  ...  1 

Motor  Garages,  ...  ...  ...  9 

Quarries,  2 

Slaters  Yards 4 

Sawmillers,  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Watchmakers,...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Millinery  and  Dressmaking  ...  1 

Builders  Yards,  ...  ...  ...  2 


63 
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WATER  SUPPLY. 


In  the  Western  District  there  are  eight  Special  Water  Dis- 
tricts, namely  : — 


Name  of  District 

Parish. 

Approximate 

Population. 

Source  of  Supply. 

Balfron  

Balfron 

880 

Loch  Katrine  and  local 

supplies. 

Balmore  and 

Baldernock  and 

Torrance,  ... 

Campsie 

1150 

Loch  Katrine 

Edenkiin, 

Strathblane 

210 

Local  Supply. 

Fintry  

Fintry 

210 

Kiliearn, 

Kiliearn 

400 

Lennoxtown,  ... 

Campsie 

2300 

>» 

Milton 

Campsie 

1000 

Milton  Reservoir. 

Netherton, 

Strathblane 

200 

Loch  Katrine 

Milton  of  Campsie  Water  District. — The  construction  of 
filters  in  connection  with  the  above  water  supply  was  completed 
during  the  year  and  a much  improved  supply  is  now  being 
delivered  to  the  village. 

Kiliearn  Water  Supply  District.— The  additional  storage 
accommodation  in  this  district  has  been  completed,  and  is 
now  in  full  working  order. 

Lennoxtown  Water  Supply  District. — A scheme  is  on  hand 
for  replacing  the  4"  Water  Main,  from  Balgrochan  Farm  to 
Bencloich  Road,  a distance  of  1 mile,  with  a 6"  Water  Main  at 
an  estimated  cost  of  £2,156.  Application  is  being  made  for 
a grant  from  the  Unemployment  Grants  Committee. 

WATER  ANALYSES. 

Samples  of  water  were  taken  for  analysis  from  nine  different 
sources.  A note  of  these  is  given  in  Table  XXIII.  together 
with  the  analysts’  figures. 

The  first  sample  was  from  a dip  well  at  Crosshead  Cottages, 
Killeam.  The  well  was  in  close  proximity  to  a burn  draining 
the  effluent  from  sewage  irrigation  ground,  and  the  analysis 
showed  that  the  well  water  was  polluted.  The  question  as 
to  whether  the  cottages  are  to  remain  in  habitation  is  under 
consideration. 

No.  2,  from  a dip  well  above  Archiemore  Cottage,  Balmaha, 
was  found  free  from  pollution  and  suitable  for  domestic  use. 

Sample  No.  3,  from  a spring  on  Carbeth  Hill,  was  also  found 
well  suited  for  drinking  and  dietetic  purposes. 

Sample  4 was  taken  from  a tank  supplying  Gartfarran  Farm, 
Gartmore,  in  order  to  ascertain  its  fitness  for  use  and  also 
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whether  copper  or  malleable  iron  piping  would  be  preferable. 
The  sample  was  free  from  pollution,  and  the  analysts  reported 
that  “ a water  with  so  much  temporary  hardness  (carbonate 
of  lime)  would  not  be  expected  to  act  on  copper,  and  we  found 
by  actual  trial  that  no  trace  of  copper  was  dissolved  by  the 
water,  whether  cold  or  not.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  copper 
piping  would  be  quite  suitable  for  conveying  this  water.” 
On  the  other  hand  they  stated  that  “waters  of  all  kinds  act 
on  iron  unless  perfectly  coated  with  the  usual  tar  mixture.” 

No.  5,  from  a tap  at  Achanwell  Cottage,  Milton,  was  free 
from  contamination,  but  contained  a minute  quantity  of 
suspended  matter  which  consisted  of  oxide  of  iron. 

Numbers  6,  7 and  8 from  Dalnair  Farm  supply,  were  found 
contaminated. 

Steps  are  being  taken  to  locate  the  cause  of  pollution,  and 
if  possible  to  prevent  it. 

Sample  9 was  from  a tap  in  the  pantry  at  Gartinstarry  Lodge, 
Buchlyvie.  This  sample  was  taken  on  account  of  a complaint 
that  the  inmates  of  the  house  had  been  troubled  with  persistent 
diarrhoea.  The  analyst,  however,  could  find  nothing  wrong 
with  the  water. 


TABLE  XXIII.— WESTERN  DISTRICT.— WATER  ANALYSES  (IN  GRAINS  per  Gallon),  1929. 
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follows  : — " It  may  be  regarded  as  being  equal  to  a mixture  of  one  part  of  average  sewage  with parts  of  pure  water 

which  had  been  filtered  through  earth  till  clear.”  The  figures  in  the  last  column  of  the  table  give  the  result  according  to  this 
method . 
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DRAINAGE. 

In  the  Western  District  there  are  three  Special  Districts, 
namely  : — Balfron  with  a population  of  over  1,000  ; Drymen. 
with  a population  of  about  320  ; and  Lennoxtown,  with  about 
2,500.  The  daily  dry  weather  flow  of  sewage  from  these 
districts  is  respectively  about  16,000  gallons  ; 5,000  gallons  ; 
and  35,000  gallons. 

As  stated  in  my  report  for  the  year  1928,  the  Committee, 
as  a result  of  a report  by  Mr.  Gough,  instructed  a firm 
of  engineers  to  prepare  drainage  schemes  for  Wilton  of 
Campsie  and  Torrance  of  Campsie.  The  engineers  have  now 
reported,  the  estimated  costs  of  the  works  being,  for  Milton  of 
Campsie,  £5,600,  and  for  Torrance  of  Campsie,  £5,500. 

SCAVENGING. 

Lennoxtown  is  the  only  Scavenging  Area  in  the  District 
and  during  the  year  cleansing  operations  were  satisfactorily 
carried  out. 

Mr.  Gough  reports  that  since  the  new  drainage  system  has 
been  put  in,  the  ashbin  system  of  refuse  removal  has  been 
adopted,  and  I am  pleased  to  state  that  ashbins  have  been  pro- 
vided in  practically  every  tenement. 

In  December  of  last  year  a Covered  Dust  Cart  was  bought 
by  the  District  Committee  at  a cost  of  £46  10s. 

Coup. — The  Coup  at  South  Braes  has  been  well  conducted 
and  the  road  leading  thereto  kept  in  a good  state  of  repair. 

Scavenging  County  Council  Houses. — All  the  County  Council 
Housing  Schemes  (Outside  of  Lennoxtown  Special  Scavenging 
District)  have  been  provided  with  ashbins  and  a voluntary 
system  of  removal  has  been  adopted,  which  is  giving  satis- 
faction. 


NUISANCES. 

During  the  year  509  inspections  were  carried  out  for  the 
detection  and  abatement  of  nuisances.  37  intimations  in 
terms  of  section  19  of  the  Public  Health  (Scotland)  Act,  1897, 
were  served.  A large  number  of  verbal  intimations  were 
also  given.  Seven  notices  under  section  20  of  the  Act  were 
given  by  the  District  Clerk. 

In  all  cases  the  nuisances  were  removed  without  proceedings 
being  taken  against  the  author. 

The  following  is  a list  of  the  Nuisances  dealt  with  : — 
Accumulation  of  Ashpit  Refuse,  ...  22 

Accumulation  of  Ashpit  Manure,  ...  1 
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Dirty  Premises,  ...  ...  ...  23 

Flooded  Premises,  ...  ...  ...  1 

Defective  Drainage,  ...  ...  ...  8 

Choked  Drains,  ...  ...  ...  13 

Burst  Water  Pipes,  ...  ...  ...  1 

Overcrowding,  ...  ...  ...  5 

Defective  Privies,  ...  ...  ...  4 

Damp  Houses,  ...  ...  ...  4 

Defective  Roofs,  ...  ...  ...  3 

Defective  Water  Supplies 2 

Pollution  of  Water  Supply,  ...  1 

Wilful  Waste  of  Water,  ...  ...  1 

Choked  Water  Closets,  ...  ...  1 

Defective  Ashpits,  ...  ...  ...  2 

Total,  92 


SLAUGHTERHOUSES. 

The  five  slaughterhouses  in  the  district  continue  to  be  well 
conducted.  110  inspections  were  carried  out  during  the  year, 
and  no  cause  for  complaint  was  found.  Dr.  Leighton,  Medical 
Officer  of  Foods  for  Scotland,  visited  the  five  slaughter  houses 
during  the  year. 

The  slaughterhouses  are  situated  as  follows  : — Lennoxtown, 
2 ; Balfron,  1 ; Killearn,  1 ; Drymen,  1 ; total,  5. 

Meat  and  Food  Inspections.— Inspections  were  made  for  the 
discovery  of  unsound  food.  The  quality  of  meat  sold  in  the 
district  is  generally  of  a high  standard  and  the  method  of 
handling  good.  Only  one  condemnation  was  made  during  the 
year,  namely,  one  bovine  liver  affected  by  flukes.  The  organ 
was  destroyed  by  the  owner. 


Tabic  o{  Animals  Inspected. 


Slaughterhouse. 

Bullocks 

Sheep. 

Pigs. 

Calves. 

Waterloo  Street,  Lennoxtown, 

30 

55 

9 

6 

Baker’s  Well,  Lennoxtown,... 

13 

15 

4 

2 

Killearn 

19 

6 

Balfron,  

32 

22 

Drymen,  

9 

9 

10 

Total 

103 

107 

23 

8 

110 


SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  (SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1928. 

All  butchers  killing  in  slaughterhouses  in  the  district  made 
applications  for  licences  to  slaughter  or  stun  animals  in  accor- 
dance with  the  above  Act. 

Licences  were  granted  and  mechanical  instruments  for 
killing  were  approved  of  as  under  : — 


Slaughterhouse. 

No.  of  Licensed 
Killers. 

Slake  of  Mechanical 
Instrument . 

Waterloo  Street,  Lennoxtown, 

2 

Schermer  Pistol. 

Baker’s  Well,  Lennoxtown,  ... 

2 

Bell  Gun. 

Killearn,  

2 

Cash  Pistol. 

Balfron,  ...  

3 

Greener’s  Humane 

Killer. 

Drymen, 

3 

Schermer  PistoL 

Total 

12 

110  inspections  were  made,  but  no  contraventions  of  the 
Act  were  found. 


DAIRIES. 

There  were  177  dairies  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
Of  these  45  come  under  section  2 of  the  Dairy  By-laws. 
During  the  year  a survey  of  all  the  dairies  in  the  Western 
district  was  commenced.  Unfortunately,  owing  to  the  out- 
breaks of  Foot  and  Mouth  disease  this  survey  had  been  tem- 
porarily stopped.  At  the  end  of  the  year  128  dairies  had  been 
surveyed  and  measured  to  find  if  they  conformed  with  the 
Dairy  By-laws. 

These  farms  were  distributed  in  the  district  as  follows  : — 
Drymen  Parish,  35  ; Buchanan,  3 ; Balfron,  16  ; Fintry,  1 ; 
Strathblane,  14  ; Killearn,  14  ; Campsie,  27  ; Baldemock,  18  ; 
total,  128. 

64  intimations  were  sent  to  owners  of  farms  requesting  them 
to  carry  out  certain  repairs  to  bring  their  farms  up  to  the 
standard  of  the  Dairy  Bye-laws. 

The  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order  (Scotland). 

Two  applications  were  received  for  licences  to  sell  milk 
under  the  above  Order — one  licence  to  sell  Grade  A.  Milk 
(T.T.)  and  the  other  to  sell  Grade  A.  Milk.  At  the  end  of  the 
year,  there  were  1 1 licences  to  sell  milk  under  the  above  Order 
distributed  over  the  district  as  under  : — 


Ill 


Parish. 

Name  of  Farm. 

Licence. 

Strathblane 

Craigbrock 

Grade  A (T.T.) 

»» 

Ballagan 

Grade  A Certified 

„ 

Ballewan 

Grade  A (T.T.) 

„ 

Broadgate 

Grade  A 

Killeara 

Claylands 

Grade  A 

»» 

Ballikinrain 

Grade  A 

„ 

Head  of  Balglass 

Grade  A (T.T.) 

Balfron, 

Broughmore 

Grade  A 

„ 

Bashiehill 

Grade  A 

,, 

Woodend 

Grade  A (T.T.) 

•• 

Tombrake 

Grade  A 

The  undernoted,  samples  were  taken  and  found  to  conform 
to  the  standard. 

Bacteriological  examinations,  23  ; Chemical  analysis,  25. 


The  following  is  a copy  of  the  Annual  Report  of  Mr. 
M ‘Gregor,  the  County  Veterinary  Inspector  : — 

“ In  accordance  with  Section  4 (5)  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies 
(Scotland)  Act,  1914,  I have  the  honour  to  submit  the  report 
of  the  veterinary  inspection  of  the  cattle  in  the  dairy  herds  of 
the  Western  District  of  the  County  of  Stirling  for  the  year 
ending  31st  December,  1929. 

“ (a)  Two  matters  of  interest  fall  to  be  noted. 

(1)  “ Clean  Milk  Tests. 

“ Arrangements  were  made,  in  conjunction  with 
the  West  of  Scotland  Agricultural  College,  to  institute 
a series  of  Clean  Milk  Tests  for  the  benefit  of  milk  pro- 
ducers in  the  District. 

(2)  “ Foot  and  Mouth  Disease. 

“ In  September,  1929,  the  existence  of  Foot  and 
Mouth  Disease  was  confirmed  in  dairy  herds  in  Lanark- 
shire and  Dumbartonshire,  adjacent  to  the  borders  of 
Stirlingshire,  and  the  greater  part  of  the  District  was 
included  in  the  restricted  area  which  was  scheduled 
under  the  Diseases  of  Animals  Acts.  The  routine 
inspection  of  dairy  herds  was  suspended  while  the  restric- 
tions of  movement  were  in  force,  as  visitation  during 
that  period  would  have  been  unwise. 

“ No  administrative  difficulties  were  en- 
countered during  the  year’s  work. 

“ (b)  (1)  In  the  district  there  are  13G  registered  dairies 

containing  3008  cows,  and  the  statutory  annual  inspec- 
tion of  the  cattle  in  these  herds  was  carried  out. 

“ (2)  In  addition  there  are  within  the  District  18 
premises  which  are  not  registered  dairies,  but  from 
which  milk  is  sold  in  small  quantities.  Each  of  these 
farms  was  inspected  during  the  year  and  the  cows, 
numbering  174,  were  clinically  examined. 
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“ In  all,  184  dairy  herd  inspections  were  made  and 
4252  cows  examined. 

“ (c)  (1)  The  general  condition  and  cleanliness  of  the 

cattle  in  the  District  were  good. 

“ (2)  No  instances  were  observed  during  the  year 
in  which  the  quality  of  the  milk  was  adversely  affected 
by  the  nature  of  the  fodder  or  diet.  There  falls  to  be 
noted  a growing  interest  on  the  part  of  farmers  in  the 
question  of  balancing  the  ration  and  feeding  cows  accord- 
ing to  production,  but  the  interest  in  the  subject  is  not 
yet  widespread. 

“ (3)  One  hundred  and  eighty-three  cows  were 
found  with  abnormal  udders. 

“ Thirteen  of  these  exhibited  symptoms  that  were 
suggestive  of  tuberculosis  of  the  udder,  and  a bacterio- 
logical examination  of  the  milk  from  these  cows  was 
carried  out,  which  proved  positive  for  tubercle  bacilli  in  7 
instances.  During  the  period  that  the  milk  was  under 
examination  the  provisions  of  the  Tuberculosis  Order 
of  1925  were  applied  to  the  suspected  cows,  and  the  milk 
from  these  animals  was  not  permitted  to  be  used  for 
human  consumption.  The  7 cows  proved  to  be  suffer- 
ing from  tuberculosis  of  the  udder  were  immediately 
slaughtered  under  the  above  Order,  and  compensation, 
as  laid  down,  was  paid  to  the  owners. 

“ Thirty  cows  were  found  affected  with  acute 
mastitis  in  one  or  more  quarters  of  the  udder.  In  no 
instance  was  the  milk  from  the  affected  animals  being 
used  for  human  consumption.  Owners  of  affected 
animals  were  instructed  in  the  proper  disposal  of  the 
infected  milk  and  the  steps  to  be  taken  for  the  preven- 
tion of  the  spreading  of  this  condition  to  other  cows. 
Occasion  was  also  taken  to  point  out  the  danger  that 
followed  the  practice  of  feeding  to  calves  the  milk  of 
cows  with  abnormal  udders. 

“ One  hundred  and  twenty-seven  cases  of  atrophy 
of  the  udder  were  noticed,  probably  the  result  of  pre- 
vious attacks  of  mastitis,  but  as  the  affected  quarters 
were  functionless  there  was  no  danger  to  the  milk  of 
the  remaining  quarters. 

“ Induration  of  a non  tuberculous  character, 
generally  the  result  of  traumatism,  was  observed  in  13 
cows. 

“ (d)  (1)  Tuberculosis. 

“ Among  the  dairy  cows  in  the  District  there 
occurred  32  cases  of  tuberculosis  which  were  of  such  a 
nature  as  to  bring  them  within  the  provisions  of  the 
Tuberculosis  Order.  In  addition  to  the  7 cases  of  udder 
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tuberculosis  mentioned  above,  there  were  17  of  tuber- 
culous emaciation,  and  8 of  chronic  cough  accompanied 
by  definite  clinical  signs  of  tuberculosis. 

“ (2)  It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  only  7 of  these 
cases  were  discovered  during  routine  dairy  herd  inspec- 
tion. Fourteen  were  reported  by  the  owners  under 
Article  2 of  the  Tuberculosis  Order,  and  11  by  Veterin- 
ary Practitioners  acting  for  the  owners. 

" (3)  The  tuberculin  test  was  applied  to  190  cows 
and  heifers  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Milk 
(Special  Designations)  Order  (Scotland)  1922,  and  6 
were  found  to  react. 

11  (4)  No  action  was  taken  under  Section  22  of  the 
Act  of  1914. 

“ (o)  During  the  routine  inspection  of  dairy  herds 
throughout  the  year,  I have  made  it  a point  to  enquire 
into  the  manner  in  which  the  herd  is  recruited,  and  in 
those  herds  in  which  a sufficient  number  of  heifer 
calves  is  reared  to  replace  the  wastage  in  cows  I have 
discussed  with  the  owner  the  method  of  establishing 
a tubercle-free  herd  which  is  associated  with  the  name  of 
Professor  Bang  of  Copenhagen,  and  shown  the  farmer 
how  his  premises  and  methods  might  be  adapted  for  the 
carrying  out  of  the  plan. 

‘‘  (6)  List  of  dairies  holding  graded  milk  licences 
in  respect  of  tubercle-free  herds.  (Note. — these  are 
included  in  the  list  given  above). 

“ (7)  There  are,  in  addition  to  the  above,  3 herds 
which  have  been  subjected  to  the  tuberculin  test  and 
are  believed  to  be  tubercle-free.  Two  of  them  contain 
30  cows  between  them  and  produce  12,000  gallons  of 
milk,  which  is  sold  as  ordinary  milk,  while  the  third, 
with  18  cows,  does  not  sell  any  milk,  but  is  conducted 
as  a stock  raising  farm.  The  calves  born  on  the  farm 
and  others  brought  in  from  tubercle-free  farms  are 
raised  for  sale  as  cows  and  heifers  which  are  guaranteed 
from  tuberculosis  by  the  vendor. 

“ As  the  result  of  the  propaganda  which  I have 
carried  out  during  the  past  four  years,  several  dairy 
farmers  are  building  up  tubercle-free  herds  in  the 
District. 

(8)  The  main  difficulty  found  by  producers  to 
militate  against  the  successful  marketing  of  Certified 
Grade  A.  (Tuberculin  Tested)  Milk  is  lack  of  demand  by 
the  consuming  public. 

“(e)  (1)  No  samples  were  taken  by  me  during  the  year  in 
terms  of  Section  21  of  the  Act  of  1914. 

H 
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“ (f)  (1)  Twenty-five  reports  were  received  during  the  year, 

14  from  owners,  and  11  from  veterinary  practitioners 
acting  for  owners  of  cows  which  were  suspected  to  be 
suffering  from  one  or  other  of  the  scheduled  forms  of 
tuberculosis.  On  investigation  of  these  cases,  it  was 
found  that  the  milk  from  these  animals  was  not  being 
sold  after  suspicion  became  attached  to  them. 

“ Grade  A.  Herds. 

“ Six  herds  were  licenced  for  the  production  of 
Grade  A.  Milk,  and  the  veterinary  inspections  laid  down 
in  the  Order  were  carried  out  during  the  year.” 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

The  total  number  of  notifications  received  was  119,  including 
19  cases  of  chickenpox,  which  disease  as  I have  explained  before 
is  notifiable  merely  as  a preventive  measure  against  smallpox. 
Exclusive  of  chickenpox  the  number  of  cases  was  therefore 
exactly  100,  28  of  which  were  of  diphtheria,  20  of  scarlet 
fever,  24  of  acute  influenzal  pneumonia,  8 of  acute  primary 
pneumonia,  7 of  erysipelas,  one  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum, 
8 of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  4 of  non -pulmonary.  The 
total  number  of  cases  in  1928  was  63  ; in  1927,  47  ; in  1926, 
75  ; so  that  the  incidence  of  infectious  disease  was  rather 
higher  in  1929  than  in  recent  years. 

Diphtheria. — Twenty-two  of  the  cases  were  in  the  parish  of 
Campsie,  three  in  Balfron  parish,  two  in  Killeam  parish  and 
one  in  the  parish  of  Strathblane.  Twenty-two  of  the  cases 
were  treated  in  Lennox  Hospital  and  all  recovered. 

Scarlet  Fever. — This  disease  was  distributed  fairly  evenly 
over  the  district,  although  there  were  no  cases  in  the  parishes 
of  Drymen  or  Buchanan.  There  was  nothing  in  the  nature  of 
an  epidemic  and  all  the  patients  made  a good  recovery. 

Tuberculosis. — Of  the  eight  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis 
notified,  5 were  in  the  parish  of  Campsie  and  3 in  Balfron 
parish.  All  four  cases  of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  in 
the  parish  of  Campsie.  Details  with  regard  to  the  treatment 
of  this  disease  are  given  in  the  first  part  of  this  report. 

Tables  XXIV.  and  XXV.  give  the  figures,  the  former  show- 
ing the  distribution  of  the  eases  and  the  latter  the  age  group- 
ings. 
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TABLE  XXV. — WESTERN  DISTRICT. 


RETURN  of  CASES  of  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  Notified,  &c.,  dubiso  the  Yea*  ekdiso 

31ST  December,  1929. 


NUMBER  OF  CASES  COMING  TO  THE  KNOWLEDGE  OF  THE  MEDICAL 

Officer  of  Health 

DISEASE 

At  Age — Ye. 

are 

Cases  ( 
re- 

noved 
to  ii 
Hos- 
pital 

'ases 

not 

re- 

novet 

Hos- 

pital 

At 

all 

Ages 

Under 
1 i 

1 and 
inder 
5 

5 and 
under 
15 

L5  and 
under 
25 

25  and 
under 
45 

15  and 
under 
05 

I 

\b  and 
up-  ] 
wards 

A.— Diseases  specified  in  the  Infectious  Disease  ( Notifies 

rlt'on)  Act,  1889. 

Typhoid  or  Enteric  Fever 

Typhus  Fever  

Smallpox  

Scarlet  Fever  or  Scarlatina 
Diphtheria  and  Membran- 
ous Croup  

Erysipelas  

Puerperal  Fever  

Cholera  

Relapsing  Fever  

Continued  Fever 

20 

28 

7 

... 

4 

3 

9 

16 

2 

8 

1 

5 

1 

1 

4 

1 

18 

22 

2 

2 

0 

5 

B.— Diseases  notifiable  in  terms  of  Regulations  made  under  Section  78  of  the  Public  Dealt) 

( Scotland ) Act,  1897. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

Chickenpox  

Infective  Jaundice 

Malaria  

Dysentery  

Infantile  Paralysis 
Polio-Encephalitis 
Encephalitis  Lethargica 
Acute  Primary  Pneumonia 
Do.  Influenzal  Pneumoni 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
Non-Pulmonary  Tuber- 
culosis   

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

19 

8 

24 

8 

4 

1 

1 

1 

4 

l 

1 

13 

2 

4 

3 

1 

3 

4 

0 
3 

1 

... 

::: 

... 

i 

5 

3 

... 

... 

... 

;;; 

i "• 

! 8 
i 

"i 

... 

... 

2 

S 

1 

1 

18 

8 

22 

5 

3 

Total  of  A.  and  B. 

119 

3 

1 13 

19 

12 

14 

ii 

49 

7C 
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LENNOX  JOINT  HOSPITAL,  1929. 

The  total  admissions  to  this  hospital  during  the  year 
amounted  to  204. 

Of  that  total  100  were  from  East  Dumbartonshire. 

53  were  from  West  Stirlingshire. 

51  were  from  Burgh  of  Kirkintilloch. 


Total  204 


Cases  from  East  Dumbartonshire — 

Scarlet  Fever,  ...  ...  ...  57 

Diphtheria,  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Pneumonia,  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Measles,  ...  ...  1 

Cerebro- Spinal  Meningitis,  ...  ...  1 

Observation  Typhoid,  ...  ...  1 

Tuberculosis,  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

Total,  100 


Cases  from  West  Stirlingshire — ... 

Scarlet  Fever,...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Diphtheria,  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

Pneumonia,  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Phlegmasia-albadolens,  ...  ...  2 

Erysipelas,  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Tuberculosis,  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Total,  53 

Cases  from  Burgh  of  Kirkintilloch — 

Scarlet  Fever,...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Diphtheria,  ...  ...  15 

Para  Typhoid,  ...  ...  ...  1 

Erysipelas,  ...  ...  1 

Cerebro- Spinal  Meningitis,  ...  ...  1 

Tuberculosis,  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Total,  ...  51 


The  total  days  residence  of  patients  during  the  year  was 
10,464,  and  the  average  residence  was  51-29  days. 

The  average  days’  residence  of  the  principal  infectious 
diseases  were  scarlet  fever,  37-96  and  diphtheria,  33-20. 


TABLE  XXVI. — ADMISSIONS  TO  LENNOX  JOINT  HOSPITAL,  1929 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Population. — At  the  last  census,  in  1921,  the  population 
of  the  Western  District  was  11,797,  and  for  the  year  1929  the 
Registrar- General  has  estimated  it  at  12,255,  showing  an 
increase  on  the  census  figure  of  458. 

Births  and  Birth-Rates. — The  number  of  births  in  the  area 
after  correction  for  transfers  was  168,  giving  a birth-rate  of 
13-7  per  1,000  of  population.  This  rate  is  exactly  the  same  as 
that  for  the  year  1919,  which  is  the  lowest  recorded  for  the 
district.  The  average  rate  for  the  past  ten  years  was  16-7  as 
compared  with  an  average  of  24-9  for  the  ten  years  1891-1900. 

Deaths  and  Death-Rates. — After  correction  as  above  the 
number  of  deaths  was  162.  This  gives  a death-rate  of  13-2 
per  1,000,  which  is  somewhat  higher  than  the  rates  for  1928, 
1927  and  1926,  but  lower  than  those  for  1925  and  1924. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  tuberculosis  was  8,  7 of  which 
were  due  to  tuberculosis  of  the  respiratory  system.  The  total 
tuberculosis  death-rate  was  0-65  per  1000. 

Three  deaths  occurred  in  the  “ Principal  Epidemic  Diseases  ” 
group,  giving  a rate  of  0-24.  The  causes  of  death  were  whoop- 
ing cough,  one  ; and  diphtheria,  two. 

The  deaths  under  one  year  of  age  numbered  9,  giving  an 
infant  mortality  rate  of  54  per  1,000  births. 
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BURGH  OF  BRIDGE  OF  ALLAN. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Population. — The  Registrar- General  has  calculated  the  popu- 
lation of  the  burgh  to  be  3,580,  which,  although  not  very  far 
wrong,  is  probably  a little  over-estimated.  On  this  figure 
however,  the  vital  statistics  are  based. 

Births  and  Birth-Rates.— After  allowing  for  transfers  the 
net  number  of  births  credited  to  the  Burgh  was  40 — 17  being 
males  and  23  females.  This  gives  a birth-rate  of  11-2,  which 
is  rather  higher  than  that  for  the  previous  year. 

Deaths  and  Death-Rates. — The  net  number  of  deaths  in  the 
burgh  after  correction  for  transfers  was  48,  giving  a death-rate 
of  13-4.  There  were  two  deaths  from  tuberculosis — both 
non-pulmonary,  and  there  were  no  deaths  from  the  “ Principal 
Epidemic  Diseases,”  although  there  was  one  fatal  case  of 
influenza.  There  were  no  infantile  deaths.  Out  of  the  48 
deaths,  no  less  than  42  were  of  persons  over  the  age  of  45  years. 

Table  (2)  gives  figures  for  births,  marriages  and  deaths  in 
the  burgh  for  the  year  under  review. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

The  total  number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  notified  to  me 
was  36,  but  of  that  number  22  were  of  chickenpox  which  is 
notifiable  merely  as  a precautionary  measure  against  spread 
of  smallpox  through  the  danger  of  mild  cases  of  the  latter  dis- 
ease being  mistaken  for  the  former.  That  leaves  only  14  cases 
as  compared  with  22  in  1928.  Eight  of  the  fourteen  were  of 
scarlet  fever  and  five  of  diphtheria  and  all  were  isolated  in 
hospital.  There  were  no  deaths.  One  person  was  notified 
as  suffering  from  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  supply  to  the  burgh  which  is  taken  from  Coxburn 
reservoir  about  14  miles  away,  is  of  excellent  quality  and  quite 
sufficient  for  all  purposes.  The  reservoir  has  a capacity  of 
38  million  gallons. 

VACCINATION  (SCOTLAND)  ACT. 

The  number  of  children  who  remained  unvaccinated  under 
the  “ conscience  ” clause  of  the  above  Act  was  four. 
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SLAUGHTERHOUSE  AND  MEAT  INSPECTION. 

The  private  slaughterhouse  is  kept  in  good  order  and  is 
regularly  inspected. 

FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACT. 

The  number  of  inspections  made  during  the  year  was  12 
of  factories  and  23  of  workshops.  No  defects  were  found. 

DAIRIES. 

The  number  of  dairy  farms  in  the  burgh  is  three  the  num- 
ber of  cows  being  approximately  100. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT. 

Twenty-one  samples  were  taken — 13  being  of  sweet  milk, 
2 of  brandy,  4 of  coffee,  one  of  mustard,  and  one  of  cocoa. 
All  the  samples  were  reported  genuine. 
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TABLE  (1).— BURGH  OF  BRIDGE  OF  ALLAN. 


RETURN  OF  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  Noticed,  &o.,  DURIXO  THE  Year  Blpisa 

hist  December,  1929. 


Disease 


Number  of  Cases  comixg  to  tre  Knowledge  op  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health. 


At 

At  Age- 

-Years 

Cases 

Cases 

all 

Under 

1 and 

5 and 

15  and 

25  and 

15  and  65  and 

moved 

re- 

Ages 

1 

under 

under 

under 

under 

under  up- 

to 

moved 

5 

15 

25 

45 

65  wards 

Hos- 

Hos- 

pital 

pital 

A. — Diseases  specified  in  the  Infectious  Disease  ( notification ) Act,  1889. 


Typhoid  or  Enteric  Fever 

Typhus  Fever  

Smallpox  

Scarlet  Fever  or  Scarlatina 
Diphtheria  and  Membran- 

8 

2 

1 

2 

... 

... 

8 

ous  Croup 

5 

1 

1 

2 

i 

5 

Erysipelas  

Puerperal  Fever  

Cholera 

... 

...  j .. 

Relapsing  Fever 

Continued  Fever 

... 

... 

B. — Diseases  notifiable  in  terms  of  Regulations  made  under  Section  78  of  the  Public  Health 

( Scotland)  Act,  1898. 


Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
Chlckenpox  

22 

2 

20 

... 

90 

Infective  Jaundice 

Malaria 

Dysentery  

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Infantile  Paralysis 
Polio-Encephalitis 
Encephalitis  Lethargica 
Acute  Primary  Pneumonia 
Acute  Influenzal 
Pneumonia  ...  ... 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Non-Pulmonary  Tuber- 
culosis   

1 

1 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Total  of  A.  and  B. 

30 

5 

25 

4 

1 

1 

14 

22 

State  Name  of  Hospital  or  Hospitals  in  which  Cases  tverc  treated. 

Joint  Fever  Hospital,  Klldcnn,  Stirling.  Stirling  Royal  Infirmary. 


Cases  notified  in  a previous  year 

ami  removed  to  Hospital  for  the 

firat  limr  rlnrinrr  109(1 
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Diseases  of  Early  Infancy  and  Malformations 

Suicide  

Other  Violent  Deaths  

Other  Defined  Diseases  

Causes  Ill-defined  or  Unknown 
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BURGH  OF  DENNY  AND  DUNIPACE. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Population. — The  population  of  the  burgh,  as  estimated 
by  the  Registrar- General  to  the  middle  of  1929,  is  5,698,  and 
this  figure  has  been  used  in  the  calculation  of  the  birth 
and  death  rates  given  below.  A census  of  the  population 
made  by  the  Police,  came  to  5458,  so  that  the  estimate  is  not 
very  far  wrong. 

Births  and  Birth-Rates. — The  number  of  births  recorded  for 
the  year,  after  correction  for  transcripts,  was  113  which  gives 
a birth-rate  of  19-8  as  compared  with  21  in  1928  and,  with  the 
exception  of  the  year  1917  when  the  figure  was  only  17-8, 
it  is  the  lowest  recorded. 

Deaths  and  Death-Rates. — After  correction  for  transfer, 
the  number  of  deaths  was  65,  giving  a death-rate  of  11-4  per 
1,000  of  population,  which  is  much  below  the  average  for  the 
past  ten  years.  The  death  rates  for  that  decade  were  : — 1919, 
15-1;  1920,11-8;  1921,12-9;  1922,18-8;  1923,12-3:  1924, 
15-6;  1925,  14-3;  1926, 10  0;  1927, 11-9;  and  1928, 14-1— average 
13-7  per  1,000  of  population. 

From  all  forms  of  tuberculosis  there  were  two  deaths, 
equal  to  a death  rate  of  only  0-35.  One  of  the  deaths  was  due 
to  tuberculosis  of  the  lungs.  From  the  “ Principal  Epidemic 
Diseases”  there  were  only  two  deaths  one  being  due  to  whooping 
cough  and  the  other  to  diarrhoea  and  enteritis.  Four  deaths 
were  recorded  of  children  under  one  year  of  age,  giving  an 
infantile  mortality  rate  of  35  per  1,000  births.  This  is  a very 
low  rate  indeed. 

The  figures  for  the  year  are  given  in  Table  (4). 

HOUSING. 

The  Town  Council  erected  during  the  year  36  new  houses 
under  the  1924  Act.  These  were  built  on  three  different  sites  : 
— West  Borland  Road  site,  8 two-apartment  and  12  three- 
apartment  houses  ; at  No.  1 site,  Herbertshire  Street,  a block 
of  four  two-apartment  houses  ; and  at  No.  2 site,  Herbertshire 
Street,  4 two-apartment  and  8 three-apartment  houses.  These 
were  let  to  dispossessed  tenants  of  slum  houses  at  rents  of 
£12  for  a two-apartment  and  £15  for  a three-apartment  house. 

The  following  is  a copy  of  a tabular  statement  asked  for 
by  the  Department  of  Health  for  the  year  ended  31st  Decem- 
ber, 1929,  on  proceedings  taken  as  regards  the  inspection, 
Improvement  and  Closure  of  Dwelling  houses  : — 
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A.  — Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations, 

(Scotland)  1928. 

1.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  ...  ...  66 

2.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  on  inspection 

were  considered  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous 
or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  66 

3.  Number  of  representations  made  to  the  Local 

Authority  with  a view  to  the  making  of 
closing  orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  66 

4.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

closing  orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  66 

5.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  the  defects  in  which 

were  remedied  without  either  the  making  of 
closing  orders  or  the  service  of  notices  under 
Section  3 (1)  of  the  Housing  (Scotland)  Act, 

Act,  1925  0 

6.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  after  the 

making  of  closing  orders  were  put  into  a fit 
state  for  human  habitation 0 

B.  — Housing  (Scotland)  Act,  1925. 

1.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  under  Section  3(1)  ...  0 

2.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  for 

human  habitation  under  Section  3 (1)  ...  — 

3.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

closing  orders  were  deemed  to  have  become 
operative  under  Section  3 (1)  — 

4.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  for 

human  habitation  by  the  Local  Authority 
under  Section  3(2)  — 

5.  Number  of  cases  where  intimations  were  given 

under  Section  20  ( 1 ) as  to  insufficient  water- 
closet  accommodation  : — 

(a)  cases  where  requirement  complied  with 

by  owners  

(b)  cases  where  works  carried  out  by  Local 
Authority  after  failure  of  owners  to 

do  so  — 

(c)  cases  still  pending  — 

6.  Number  of  houses  of  (a)  one  apartment,  and  (b) 

two  apartments  for  the  erection  of  which 
the  consent  of  the  Local  Authority  has  been 
given  in  terms  of  Section  111  — 

C.  — Housing,  Town  Planning,  Etc.  (Scotland)  Act,  1919. 

1 . Number  of  cases  where  notices  were  served  under 
Section  40  (1)  to  provide  dwelling-houses 
with  water  supply  : — . 
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(a)  cases  where  requirements  complied  with 

by  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

(b)  cases  where  works  carried  out  by  Local 
Authority  after  failure  of  owners  to  do 

so  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  0 

(c)  cases  still  pending  ...  ...  ...  1 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Mr  Cook,  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Water  Superintendent, 
reports  that  the  supply  was  maintained  at  full  pressure  all 
the  year  round. 


DRAINAGE. 

The  sewers  in  the  burgh  have  functioned  satisfactorily. 
Mr  Cook  reports  that  although  the  settling  tanks  cannot  be 
regarded  as  modern,  the  results  are  good,  and  that  the  effluent 
when  it  reaches  the  river  will  compare  favourably  with  the 
effluents  from  more  up-to-date  installations. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

Table  (3)  gives  a statement  of  the  numbers  of  the  various 
infectious  diseases  notified  in  certain  age  groups. 

The  total  cases  notified  was  67,  which  includes  7 cases  of 
chickenpox.  This  disease,  as  I have  explained  before,  is 
notifiable  merely  as  a precaution  against  the  spread  of  small- 
pox. Exclusive  of  chickenpox  the  notifications  numbered  60 
as  compared  with  31  in  1923,  55  in  1924,  39  in  1925,  36  in  1926, 
37  in  1927,  and  76  in  1928.  Amongst  the  cases  notified  15 
were  of  scarlet  fever,  10  of  diphtheria,  one  of  enteric  fever,  and 
one  of  puerperal  fever.  All  these  with  the  exception  of  one 
case  of  diphtheria  were  treated  in  hospital  and  all  recovered. 
Ten  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  notified,  6 of  these  being  of 
pulmonary  tuberculosis. 

FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACT. 

In  the  burgh  there  are  17  workshops  and  20  factories. 
Twenty  inspections  were  made,  8 being  of  factories  and  12  of 
workshops.  No  defects  were  found. 

VACCINATION  (SCOTLAND)  ACT. 

Under  the  “ conscience  ” clause  of  this  Act  43  declarations 
were  made,  as  compared  with  49  in  1926,  47  in  1927,  and  37 
in  1928. 
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COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

The  three  lodging  houses  are  fairly  well  kept.  One  case 
of  diphtheria  occurred  in  one  of  these  houses.  The  patient 
was  immediately  removed  to  Hospital  and  thorough  disinfec- 
tion carried  out. 

SLAUGHTER-HOUSE  AND  MEAT  INSPECTION. 

The  superintendent  is  always  in  attendance  when  the 
slaughterhouse  is  open  for  killing,  and  all  animals  are 
slaughtered  with  “ humane  killers.”  The  total  amount  of 
meat  condemned  owing  to  tuberculosis  was  763  lbs. 

DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS  AND  MTLK SHOPS. 

There  is  only  one  dairyman  who  keeps  cows  within  the 
Burgh,  seven  purveyors  of  milk,  and  seven  wholesale  dealers 
in  milk.  The  premises  were  visited  frequently,  and  always 
found  in  a fairly  clean  condition.  Seven  cows  were  housed 
in  the  Burgh  and  these  were  examined  during  the  year  by  the 
County  Veterinary  Surgeon,  who  always  reported  favourably. 
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TABLE  (3).— BUEGH  OF  BENNY  AND  DUNIPACE. 

KETUKN  of  CASES  of  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  Notified,  <fcc.,  during  the  Year 
ENDING  31ST  DECEMBER,  1929. 


Disease 


Nl 

jmber  of  Cases  coming  to  the  Knowledge  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health. 

At 

all 

Ages 

A 

t Age- 

-Years 

Cases 

re- 

moved 

to 

Hos- 

pital 

Cases 

not 

re- 

moved 

Hos- 

pital 

Under 

1 

1 and  5 and 
under  under 
5 15 

15  and 
under 
25 

25  and  45  and  65  and 
under  under  up- 
45  65  Jwards 

A. — Diseases  specified  in  the  Infectious  Disease  ( Notification ) Act,  1889 


Hyphoid  or  Enteric  Fever 

[Typhus  Fever  

(Smallpox  

(Scarlet  Fever  or  Scarlatina 
[Diphtheria  and  Membran- 
ous Croup 

Erysipelas  

’Puerperal  Fever  

(Cholera 

•Belapsing  Fever  

Kontinued  Fever 


1 

... 

1 

... 

... 

1 

15 

5 

10 

... 

... 

15 

10 

1 

4 

2 

2 

1 

9 

1 

... 

1 

... 

1 

B. — Diseases  notifiable  in  terms  of  Regulations  made  under  Section  78  of  the  Public  Health 

(Scotland)  Act,  1898. 


[Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

[ Chickenpox  

I Infective  Jaundice 

I Malaria  

I Dysentery  

I Infantile  Paralysis 

• Polio-Encephalitis 
(Encephalitis  Lethargica 

I Acute  Primary  Pneumonia 

• Acute  Influenzal 

| Pneumonia  

• Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

' ''"on- Pulmonary  Tuber- 
culosis   

'Puerperal  Pyrexia 


1,  Total  of  A.  and  B. 


1 

1 

7 

4 

3 

... 

1 

... 

1 

21 

1 

8 

3 

4 

4 

... 

1 

6 

6 

... 

... 

4 

2 

... 

... 

4 

4 

... 

1 

2 

1 

... 

... 

... 

1 

67 

2 

19 

26 

11 

7 

1 

1 

37 

1 

7 


1 
15 

2 


State  Hume  of  Hospital  or  Hospitals  in  which  Cases  were  Treated 
Bannockburn  Hospital,  by  Stirling.  Denny  Cottage  Hospital.  Ochils  Hills  Sanatorium,  Milnathort. 


Cases  notified  in  a previous  year 
and  removed  to  Hospital  for  the 
first  time  during  1929. 


Principal  Katcn  per  1000  ol  JOatlmatcd  Population 
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